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(a) "Eligible student" means: 

(i) A student attending a participating high school who 
will be eligible to enroll in grade eleven or twelve in the sub- 
sequent school year; or 

(ii) A student who graduated from a participating high 
school in the current school year and who has five or fewer 
college credits to earn before meeting associate degree 
requirements. 

(b) "Participating community college" means a commu- 
nity college selected, as described in subsection (2) of this 
section, to participate in the pilot program. 

(c) "Participating high school" means a high school in a 
school district that has an agreement, as described under sub- 
section (3) of this section, with a participating community 
college. 

(d) "Pilot program" means the running start summer pilot 
program established in this section. 

(e) "Running start program" has the same meaning as in 
RCW 28A.600.300. 

(8)(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, and 
unless the context clearly requires otherwise, the require- 
ments established in RCW 28A.600.300 through 
28A.600.400 apply to the running start summer school pilot 
program. 

(b) The provisions of RCW 28A.600.310(4) relating to 
calculation, allocation, and distribution of funds and RCW 
28A.600.385 relating to cooperative agreements with com- 
munity colleges in Oregon and Idaho do not apply to this sec- 
tion. 

(9) This section expires December 31, 2022. [2020 c 
348 § 2.] 

Findings—Intent—2020 c 348: "(1) The legislature finds that the suc- 
cesses of the running start program, a program that allows students to earn 
high school and college credit through courses taken at participating institu- 
tions of higher education, have enabled students throughout the state to 
meaningfully advance their secondary and postsecondary education goals. 
However, because running start program schedules are constrained by the 
academic calendar of the applicable high school, students are precluded from 
participating in running start programs during the summer academic term. 

(2) The legislature finds that creating a summer term running start pilot 
program for students who have completed grade ten or eleven would result 
in numerous benefits, including providing students with additional opportu- 
nities to: Complete requirements for earning a high school diploma or an 
associate's degree; and explore college-level courses in a lower stress envi- 
ronment that does not include concurrent high school obligations. The 
expansion of these opportunities could be especially beneficial for students 
who: 

(a) Need or want additional academic credit for high school require- 
ments; 

(b) Are interested in maximizing opportunities to earn college credit 
before or immediately after graduating from high school; 

(c) Have not determined which career and educational pathways to pur- 
sue after high school and wish to explore academic options; and 


(d) May be the first in their family to attend an institution of higher edu- 
cation. 


(2020 Ed.) 


Offenses Relating to School Property and Personnel 


(3) The legislature, therefore, intends to establish a two-year running 
start summer school pilot program to evaluate interest in and barriers to 
expanding the running start program to include the summer term." [2020 c 
348 § 1.] 


AT-RISK STUDENTS 


28A.630.810 Rules. The superintendent of public 
instruction shall adopt rules as necessary under chapter 34.05 
RCW to carry out the provisions of chapter 233, Laws of 
1989. [1989 c 233 § 17. Formerly RCW 28A.120.800.] 


Chapter 28A.635 RCW 


OFFENSES RELATING TO SCHOOL PROPERTY 
AND PERSONNEL 


Sections 


28A.635.010 Abusing or insulting teachers, liability for—Penalty. 

28A.635.020 Willfully disobeying school administrative personnel or 
refusing to leave public property, violations, when—Pen- 
alty. 

28A.635.030 Disturbing school, school activities or meetings—Penalty. 

28A.635.040 Examination questions—Disclosing—Penalty. 

28A.635.050 Certain corrupt practices of school officials—Penalty. 

28A.635.060 Defacing or injuring school property—Liability of pupil, par- 
ent, or guardian—Withholding grades, diploma, or tran- 
scripts—Suspension and restitution—Voluntary work 
program as alternative—Rights protected. 

28A.635.070 Property, failure of officials or employees to account for— 
Mutilation by—Penalties. 

28A.635.080 Director's connivance to employ uncertified teachers—Lia- 
bility. 

28A.635.090 Interference by force or violence—Penalty. 

28A.635.100 Intimidating any administrator, teacher, classified employee, 
or student by threat of force or violence unlawful—Pen- 
alty. 

28A.635.110 Violations under RCW 28A.635.090 and 28A.635.100— 
Disciplinary authority exception. 


Educational employment relations act: Chapter 41.59 RCW. 


28A.635.010 Abusing or insulting teachers, liability 
for—Penalty. Any person who shall insult or abuse a 
teacher anywhere on the school premises while such teacher 
is carrying out his or her official duties, shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor, the penalty for which shall be a fine of not less 
than ten dollars nor more than one hundred dollars. [1990 c 
33 § 536; 1984 c 258 § 314; 1969 ex.s. c 199 § 55; 1969 ex.s. 
c 223 § 28A.87.010. Prior: 1909 c 97 p 360 § 11; RRS § 
5054; prior: 1903 c 156 § 11; 1897 c 118 § 169; 1890 p 383 § 
86. Formerly RCW 28A.87.010, 28.87.010.] 

Intent—1984 c 258: See note following RCW 3.34.130. 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


28A.635.020 Willfully disobeying school administra- 
tive personnel or refusing to leave public property, viola- 
tions, when—Penalty. (1) It shall be unlawful for any per- 
son to willfully disobey the order of the chief administrative 
officer of a public school district, or of an authorized desig- 
nee of any such administrator, to leave any motor vehicle, 
building, grounds or other property which is owned, operated 
or controlled by the school district if the person so ordered is 
under the influence of alcohol or drugs, or is committing, 
threatens to imminently commit or incites another to immi- 
nently commit any act which would disturb or interfere with 
or obstruct any lawful task, function, process or procedure of 
the school district or any lawful task, function, process or 
procedure of any student, official, employee or invitee of the 


(2020 Ed.) 


28A.635.040 


school district. The order of a school officer or designee act- 
ing pursuant to this subsection shall be valid if the officer or 
designee reasonably believes a person ordered to leave is 
under the influence of alcohol or drugs, is committing acts, or 
is creating a disturbance as provided in this subsection. 

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to leave 
public property immediately adjacent to a building, grounds 
or property which is owned, operated or controlled by a 
school district when ordered to do so by a law enforcement 
officer if such person is engaging in conduct which creates a 
substantial risk of causing injury to any person, or substantial 
harm to property, or such conduct amounts to disorderly con- 
duct under RCW 9A.84.030. 

(3) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit 
or penalize activity consisting of the lawful exercise of free- 
dom of speech, freedom of press and the right to peaceably 
assemble and petition the government for a redress of griev- 
ances: PROVIDED, That such activity neither does or threat- 
ens imminently to materially disturb or interfere with or 
obstruct any lawful task, function, process or procedure of 
the school district, or any lawful task, function, process or 
procedure of any student, official, employee or invitee of the 
school district: PROVIDED FURTHER, That such activity is 
not conducted in violation of a prohibition or limitation law- 
fully imposed by the school district upon entry or use of any 
motor vehicle, building, grounds or other property which is 
owned, operated or controlled by the school district. 

(4) Any person guilty of violating this section shall be 
deemed guilty of a gross misdemeanor punishable as pro- 
vided in chapter 9A.20 RCW. [1997 c 266 § 6; 1981 c 36 § 
1; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 100 § 1. Formerly RCW 28A.87.055.] 

Findings—Intent—Severability—1997 c 266: See notes following 
RCW 28A.600.455. 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


28A.635.030 Disturbing school, school activities or 
meetings—Penalty. Any person who shall willfully create a 
disturbance on school premises during school hours or at 
school activities or school meetings shall be guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, the penalty for which shall be a fine in any sum 
not more than fifty dollars. [1984 c 258 § 315; 1969 ex.s. c 
199 § 57; 1969 ex.s. c 223 § 28A.87.060. Prior: 1909 c 97 p 
361 § 12; RRS § 5055; prior: 1903 c 156 § 12; 1897 c 118 § 
170; 1890 p 383 § 87. Formerly RCW 28A.87.060, 
28.87.060.] 

Intent—1984 c 258: See note following RCW 3.34.130. 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


28A.635.040 Examination questions—Disclosing— 
Penalty. Any person having access to any question or ques- 
tions prepared for the examination of teachers or common 
school pupils, who shall directly or indirectly disclose the 
same before the time appointed for the use of the questions in 
the examination of such teachers or pupils, or who shall 
directly or indirectly assist any person to answer any question 
submitted, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, the penalty for 
which shall be a fine in any sum not less than one hundred nor 
more than five hundred dollars. [1984 c 258 § 316; 1969 
ex.s. c 199 § 58; 1969 ex.s. c 223 § 28A.87.070. Prior: 1909 
c 97 p 357 § 1; RRS § 5043; prior: 1903 c 156 § 1; 1897 118 
§ 159. Formerly RCW 28A.87.070, 28.87.070.] 


[Title 28A —page 371] 


28A.635.050 


Intent—1984 c 258: See note following RCW 3.34.130. 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


28A.635.050 Certain corrupt practices of school offi- 
cials—Penalty. (1) Except as otherwise provided in chapter 
42.23 RCW, it shall be unlawful for any member of the state 
board of education, the superintendent of public instruction 
or any employee of the superintendent's office, any educa- 
tional service district superintendent, any school district 
superintendent or principal, or any director of any school dis- 
trict, to request or receive, directly or indirectly, anything of 
value for or on account of his or her influence with respect to 
any act or proceeding of the state board of education, the 
office of the superintendent of public instruction, any office 
of educational service district superintendent or any school 
district, or any of these, when such act or proceeding shall 
inure to the benefit of those offering or giving the thing of 
value. 

(2) Any willful violation of this section is a misde- 
meanor. [2003 c 53 § 168; 1990 c 33 § 537; 1975 Ist ex.s. c 
275 § 143; 1969 ex.s. c 176 § 150; 1969 ex.s. c 223 § 
28A.87.090. Prior: 1917 c 126 § 1; RRS § 5050. Formerly 
RCW 28A.87.090, 28.87.090.] 

Intent—Effective date—2003 c 53: See notes following RCW 
2.48.180. 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


28A.635.060 Defacing or injuring school property— 
Liability of pupil, parent, or guardian—Withholding 
grades, diploma, or transcripts—Suspension and restitu- 
tion—Voluntary work program as alternative—Rights 
protected. (1) Any pupil who defaces or otherwise injures 
any school property, or property belonging to a school con- 
tractor, employee, or another student, is subject to suspension 
and punishment. If any property of the school district, a con- 
tractor of the district, an employee, or another student has 
been lost or willfully cut, defaced, or injured, the school dis- 
trict may withhold the grades, diploma, and transcripts of the 
pupil responsible for the damage or loss until the pupil or the 
pupil's parent or guardian has paid for the damages. If the stu- 
dent is suspended, the student may not be readmitted until the 
student or parents or legal guardian has made payment in full 
or until directed by the superintendent of schools. If the prop- 
erty damaged is a school bus owned and operated by or con- 
tracted to any school district, a student suspended for the 
damage may not be permitted to enter or ride any school bus 
until the student or parent or legal guardian has made pay- 
ment in full or until directed by the superintendent. When the 
pupil and parent or guardian are unable to pay for the dam- 
ages, the school district shall provide a program of voluntary 
work for the pupil in lieu of the payment of monetary dam- 
ages. Upon completion of voluntary work the grades, 
diploma, and transcripts of the pupil shall be released. The 
parent or guardian of such pupil shall be liable for damages as 
otherwise provided by law. 

(2) Before any penalties are assessed under this section, 
a school district board of directors shall adopt procedures 
which insure that pupils' rights to due process are protected. 

(3) If the department of social and health services or a 
child-placing agency licensed by the department has been 
granted custody of a child, that child's records, if requested by 
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the department or agency, are not to be withheld for nonpay- 
ment of school fees or any other reason. [1997 c 266 § 13; 
1994 c 304 § 1; 1993 c 347 § 3; 1989 c 269 § 6; 1982 c 38 § 
1; 1969 ex.s. c 223 § 28A.87.120. Prior: 1909 c 97 p 361 § 41; 
RRS § 5057; prior: 1903 c 156 § 14; 1897 c 118 § 172; 1890 
p 372 § 48. Formerly RCW 28A.87.120, 28.87.120.] 
Findings—Intent—Severability—1997 c 266: See notes following 
RCW 28A.600.455. 
Action against parent for willful injury to property by minor—Monetary lim- 
itation—Common law liability preserved: RCW 4.24.190. 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


28A.635.070 Property, failure of officials or employ- 
ees to account for—Mutilation by—Penalties. Any school 
district official or employee who shall refuse or fail to deliver 
to his or her qualified successor all books, papers, and records 
pertaining to his or her position, or who shall willfully muti- 
late or destroy any such property, or any part thereof, shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, the penalty for which shall be a fine 
not to exceed one hundred dollars: PROVIDED, That for 
each day there is a refusal or failure to deliver to a successor 
books, papers and records, a separate offense shall be deemed 
to have occurred. [1990 c 33 § 538; 1984 c 258 § 317; 1969 
ex.s. c 199 § 60; 1969 ex.s. c 223 § 28A.87.130. Prior: 1909 
c 97 p 359 § 7, part; RRS § 5049, part; prior: 1907 c 240 § 16, 
part; 1903 c 156 § 7, part; 1897 c 118 § 165, part. Formerly 
RCW 28A.87.130, 28.87.130, part.] 


Intent—1984 c 258: See note following RCW 3.34.130. 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


28A.635.080 Director's connivance to employ uncer- 
tified teachers—Liability. Any school district director who 
shall aid in or give his or her consent to the employment of a 
teacher who is not the holder of a valid teacher's certificate 
issued under authority of chapter 28A.410 RCW authorizing 
him or her to teach in the school district by which employed 
shall be personally liable to his or her district for any loss 
which it may sustain by reason of the employment of such 
person. [1990 c 33 § 539; 1969 ex.s. c 223 § 28A.87.135. 
Prior: 1909 c 97 p 359 § 7, part; RRS § 5049, part; prior: 1907 
c 240 § 16, part; 1903 c 156 § 7, part; 1897 c 118 § 165, part. 
Formerly RCW 28A.87.135, 28.87.130, part, 28.87.160.] 


28A.635.090 Interference by force or violence—Pen- 
alty. (1) It shall be unlawful for any person, singly or in con- 
cert with others, to interfere by force or violence with any 
administrator, teacher, classified employee, person under 
contract with the school or school district, or student of any 
common school who is in the peaceful discharge or conduct 
of his or her duties or studies. Any such interference by force 
or violence committed by a student shall be grounds for 
immediate suspension or expulsion of the student. 

(2) A person violating this section is guilty of a gross 
misdemeanor and shall be fined not more than five hundred 
dollars, or imprisoned in jail not more than six months, or 
both such fine and imprisonment. [2003 c 53 § 169; 1996 c 
321 § 3; 1990 c 33 § 540; 1988 c 2 § 1; 1971 c 45 § 3. For- 
merly RCW 28A.87.230.] 


Intent—Effective date—2003 c 53: See notes following RCW 
2.48.180. 
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28A.635.100 Intimidating any administrator, 
teacher, classified employee, or student by threat of force 
or violence unlawful—Penalty. (1) It shall be unlawful for 
any person, singly or in concert with others, to intimidate by 
threat of force or violence any administrator, teacher, classi- 
fied employee, or student of any common school who is in 
the peaceful discharge or conduct of his or her duties or stud- 
ies. 

(2) A person violating this section is guilty of a gross 
misdemeanor and shall be fined not more than five hundred 
dollars, or imprisoned in jail not more than six months, or 
both such fine and imprisonment. [2003 c 53 § 170; 1990 c 
33 § 541; 1988 c 2 § 2; 1971 c 45 § 4. Formerly RCW 
28A.87.231.] 


Intent—Effective date—2003 c 53: See notes following RCW 
2.48.180. 


28A.635.110 Violations under RCW 28A.635.090 
and 28A.635.100—Disciplinary authority exception. The 
crimes defined in RCW 28A.635.090 and 28A.635.100 shall 
not apply to school administrators, teachers, or classified 
employees who are engaged in the reasonable exercise of 
their disciplinary authority. [1990 c 33 § 542; 1988 c 2 § 3; 
1971 c 45 § 5. Formerly RCW 28A.87.232.] 


Chapter 28A.640 RCW 
SEXUAL EQUALITY 


Sections 


28A.640.010 Purpose—Discrimination prohibited. 

28A.640.020 Regulations, guidelines to eliminate discrimination— 
Scope—Sexual harassment policies. 

28A.640.030 Administration. 

28A.640.040 Civil relief for violations. 

28A.640.050 Enforcement—Superintendent's orders, scope. 

28A.640.900 Chapter supplementary. 


Discrimination—Separation of sexes in dormitories, residence halls, etc.: 
RCW 49.60.222. 


28A.640.010 Purpose—Discrimination prohibited. 
Inequality in the educational opportunities afforded women 
and girls at all levels of the public schools in Washington 
state is a breach of Article XXXI, section 1, Amendment 61, 
of the Washington state Constitution, requiring equal treat- 
ment of all citizens regardless of sex. This violation of rights 
has had a deleterious effect on the individuals affected and on 
society. Recognizing the benefit to our state and nation of 
equal educational opportunities for all students, discrimina- 
tion on the basis of sex for any student in grades K-12 of the 
Washington public schools is prohibited. [1975 Ist ex.s. c 
226 § 1. Formerly RCW 28A.85.010.] 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


28A.640.020 Regulations, guidelines to eliminate dis- 
crimination—Scope—Sexual harassment policies. (1) 
The superintendent of public instruction shall develop regula- 
tions and guidelines to eliminate sex discrimination as it 
applies to public school employment, counseling and guid- 
ance services to students, recreational and athletic activities 
for students, access to course offerings, and in textbooks and 
instructional materials used by students. 

(a) Specifically with respect to public school employ- 
ment, all schools shall be required to: 
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(i) Maintain credential requirements for all personnel 
without regard to sex; 

(ii) Make no differentiation in pay scale on the basis of 
sex; 

(iii) Assign school duties without regard to sex except 
where such assignment would involve duty in areas or situa- 
tions, such as but not limited to a shower room, where per- 
sons might be disrobed; 

(iv) Provide the same opportunities for advancement to 
males and females; and 

(v) Make no difference in conditions of employment 
including, but not limited to, hiring practices, leaves of 
absence, hours of employment, and assignment of, or pay for, 
instructional and noninstructional duties, on the basis of sex. 

(b) Specifically with respect to counseling and guidance 
services for students, they shall be made available to all stu- 
dents equally. All certificated personnel shall be required to 
stress access to all career and vocational opportunities to stu- 
dents without regard to sex. 

(c) Specifically with respect to recreational and athletic 
activities, they shall be offered to all students without regard 
to sex. Schools may provide separate teams for each sex. 
Schools which provide the following shall do so with no dis- 
parities based on sex: Equipment and supplies; medical care; 
services and insurance; transportation and per diem allow- 
ances; opportunities to receive coaching and instruction; 
laundry services; assignment of game officials; opportunities 
for competition, publicity and awards; scheduling of games 
and practice times including use of courts, gyms, and pools: 
PROVIDED, That such scheduling of games and practice 
times shall be determined by local administrative authorities 
after consideration of the public and student interest in 
attending and participating in various recreational and ath- 
letic activities. Each school which provides showers, toilets, 
or training room facilities for athletic purposes shall provide 
comparable facilities for both sexes. Such facilities may be 
provided either as separate facilities or shall be scheduled and 
used separately by each sex. 

The superintendent of public instruction shall also be 
required to develop a student survey to distribute every three 
years to each local school district in the state to determine 
student interest for male/female participation in specific 
sports. 

(d) Specifically with respect to course offerings, all 
classes shall be required to be available to all students with- 
out regard to sex: PROVIDED, That separation is permitted 
within any class during sessions on sex education or gym 
classes. 

(e) Specifically with respect to textbooks and instruc- 
tional materials, which shall also include, but not be limited 
to, reference books and audiovisual materials, they shall be 
required to adhere to the guidelines developed by the super- 
intendent of public instruction to implement the intent of this 
chapter: PROVIDED, That this subsection shall not be con- 
strued to prohibit the introduction of material deemed appro- 
priate by the instructor for educational purposes. 

(2)(a) By December 31, 1994, the superintendent of pub- 
lic instruction shall develop criteria for use by school districts 
in developing sexual harassment policies as required under 
(b) of this subsection. The criteria shall address the subjects 
of grievance procedures, remedies to victims of sexual 
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harassment, disciplinary actions against violators of the pol- 
icy, and other subjects at the discretion of the superintendent 
of public instruction. Disciplinary actions must conform with 
collective bargaining agreements and state and federal laws. 
The superintendent of public instruction also shall supply 
sample policies to school districts upon request. 

(b) By June 30, 1995, every school district shall adopt 
and implement a written policy concerning sexual harass- 
ment. The policy shall apply to all school district employees, 
volunteers, parents, and students, including, but not limited 
to, conduct between students. 

(c) School district policies on sexual harassment shall be 
reviewed by the superintendent of public instruction consid- 
ering the criteria established under (a) of this subsection as 
part of the monitoring process established in RCW 
28A.640.030. 

(d) The school district's sexual harassment policy shall 
be conspicuously posted throughout each school building, 
and provided to each employee. A copy of the policy shall 
appear in any publication of the school or school district set- 
ting forth the rules, regulations, procedures, and standards of 
conduct for the school or school district. 

(e) Each school shall develop a process for discussing 
the district's sexual harassment policy. The process shall 
ensure the discussion addresses the definition of sexual 
harassment and issues covered in the sexual harassment pol- 
icy. 

(f) "Sexual harassment" as used in this section means 
unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, sex- 
ually motivated physical contact, or other verbal or physical 
conduct or communication of a sexual nature if: 

(i) Submission to that conduct or communication is made 
a term or condition, either explicitly or implicitly, of obtain- 
ing an education or employment; 

(ii) Submission to or rejection of that conduct or commu- 
nication by an individual is used as a factor in decisions 
affecting that individual's education or employment; or 

(iii) That conduct or communication has the purpose or 
effect of substantially interfering with an individual's educa- 
tional or work performance, or of creating an intimidating, 
hostile, or offensive educational or work environment. [1994 
c 213 § 1; 1975 Ist ex.s. c 226 § 2. Formerly RCW 
28A.85.020.] 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


28A.640.030 Administration. The office of the super- 
intendent of public instruction shall be required to monitor 
the compliance by local school districts with this chapter, 
shall establish a compliance timetable and regulations for 
enforcement of this chapter, and shall establish guidelines for 
affirmative action programs to be adopted by all school dis- 
tricts. [1975 Ist ex.s. c 226 § 3. Formerly RCW 28A.85.030.] 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


28A.640.040 Civil relief for violations. Any person 
aggrieved by a violation of this chapter, or aggrieved by the 
violation of any regulation or guideline adopted hereunder, 
shall have a right of action in superior court for civil damages 
and such equitable relief as the court shall determine. [1975 
Ist ex.s. c 226 § 4. Formerly RCW 28A.85.040.] 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 
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28A.640.050 Enforcement—Superintendent's 
orders, scope. The superintendent of public instruction shall 
have the power to enforce and obtain compliance with the 
provisions of this chapter and the regulations and guidelines 
adopted pursuant thereto by appropriate order made pursuant 
to chapter 34.05 RCW, which order, by way of illustration, 
may include, the termination of all or part of state apportion- 
ment or categorical moneys to the offending school district, 
the termination of specified programs in which violations 
may be flagrant within the offending school district, the insti- 
tution of a mandatory affirmative action program within the 
offending school district, and the placement of the offending 
school district on probation with appropriate sanctions until 
compliance is achieved. [1975 Ist ex.s. c 226 § 5. Formerly 
RCW 28A.85.050.] 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


28A.640.900 Chapter supplementary. This chapter 
shall be supplementary to, and shall not supersede, existing 
law and procedures and future amendments thereto relating 
to unlawful discrimination based on sex. [1975 Ist ex.s. c 
226 § 6. Formerly RCW 28A.85.900.] 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


Chapter 28A.642 RCW 
DISCRIMINATION PROHIBITION 


Sections 


28A.642.005 Findings. 

28A.642.010 Discrimination prohibited—Definitions. 

28A.642.020 Rules and guidelines. 

28A.642.030 Compliance—Monitoring—Compliance enforcement. 

28A.642.040 Individual right of action. 

28A.642.050 Authority of superintendent of public instruction—Adminis- 
trative orders. 

28A.642.060 Chapter supplementary. 

28A.642.070 Schools established under state-tribal education compacts. 

28A.642.080 Transgender student policy and procedure. 


28A.642.005 Findings. The legislature finds that in 
1975 legislation was adopted, codified as chapter 28A.640 
RCW, recognizing the deleterious effect of discrimination on 
the basis of sex, specifically prohibiting such discrimination 
in Washington public schools, and requiring the office of the 
superintendent of public instruction to monitor and enforce 
compliance. The legislature further finds that, while numer- 
ous state and federal laws prohibit discrimination on other 
bases in addition to sex, the common school provisions in 
Title 28A RCW do not include specific acknowledgment of 
the right to be free from discrimination because of race, 
creed, color, national origin, honorably discharged veteran or 
military status, sexual orientation, the presence of any sen- 
sory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog 
guide or service animal by a person with a disability, nor do 
any common school provisions specifically direct the office 
of the superintendent of public instruction to monitor and 
enforce compliance with these laws. The legislature finds that 
one of the recommendations made to the legislature by the 
*achievement gap oversight and accountability committee 
created in chapter 468, Laws of 2009, was that the office of 
the superintendent of public instruction should be specifically 
authorized to take affirmative steps to ensure that school dis- 
tricts comply with all civil rights laws, similar to what has 
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already been authorized in chapter 28A.640 RCW with 
respect to discrimination on the basis of sex. [2010 c 240 § 
1.] 

*Reviser's note: The "achievement gap oversight and accountability 


committee" was renamed the "educational opportunity gap oversight and 
accountability committee" by 2011 Ist sp.s. c 21 § 33. 


28A.642.010 Discrimination prohibited—Defini- 
tions. Discrimination in Washington public schools on the 
basis of race, creed, religion, color, national origin, honorably 
discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or identity, the presence of any 
sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained 
dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability is 
prohibited. The definitions given these terms in chapter 49.60 
RCW apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly 
requires otherwise. [2010 c 240 § 2.] 


28A.642.020 Rules and guidelines. The superinten- 
dent of public instruction shall develop rules and guidelines 
to eliminate discrimination prohibited in RCW 28A.642.010 
as it applies to public school employment, counseling and 
guidance services to students, recreational and athletic activ- 
ities for students, access to course offerings, and in textbooks 
and instructional materials used by students. [2010 c 240 § 
3.] 


28A.642.030 Compliance—Monitoring—C ompli- 
ance enforcement. The office of the superintendent of pub- 
lic instruction shall monitor local school districts' compliance 
with this chapter, and shall establish a compliance timetable, 
rules, and guidelines for enforcement of this chapter. [2010 c 
240 § 4.] 


28A.642.040 Individual right of action. Any person 
aggrieved by a violation of this chapter, or aggrieved by the 
violation of any rule or guideline adopted under this chapter, 
has a right of action in superior court for civil damages and 
such equitable relief as the court determines. [2010 c 240 § 
5.] 


28A.642.050 Authority of superintendent of public 
instruction—Administrative orders. The superintendent 
of public instruction has the power to enforce and obtain 
compliance with the provisions of this chapter and the rules 
and guidelines adopted under this chapter, by appropriate 
order made pursuant to chapter 34.05 RCW. The order may 
include, but is not limited to, termination of all or part of state 
apportionment or categorical moneys to the offending school 
district, termination of specified programs in which viola- 
tions may be flagrant within the offending school district, 
institution of corrective action, and the placement of the 
offending school district on probation with appropriate sanc- 
tions until compliance is achieved. [2010 c 240 § 6.] 


28A.642.060 Chapter supplementary. This chapter is 
supplementary to, and does not supersede, existing law and 
procedures and future amendments to those laws and proce- 
dures relating to unlawful discrimination. [2010 c 240 § 7.] 
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28A.642.070 Schools established under state-tribal 
education compacts. Nothing in this chapter prohibits 
schools established under chapter 28A.715 RCW from: 

(1) Implementing a policy of Indian preference in 
employment; or 

(2) Prioritizing the admission of tribal members where 
capacity of the school's programs or facilities is not as large 
as demand. [2013 c 242 § 6.] 


28A.642.080 Transgender student policy and proce- 
dure. (1)(a) By January 31, 2020, each school district must 
adopt or amend if necessary policies and procedures that, at a 
minimum, incorporate all the elements of the model transgen- 
der student policy and procedure described in subsection (3) 
of this section. 

(b) School districts must share the policies and proce- 
dures that meet the requirements of (a) of this subsection with 
parents or guardians, students, volunteers, and school 
employees in accordance with rules adopted by the office of 
the superintendent of public instruction. 

(c)(i) Each school district must designate one person in 
the school district as the primary contact regarding the poli- 
cies and procedures relating to transgender students that meet 
the requirements of (a) of this subsection. In addition to any 
other duties required by law and the school district, the pri- 
mary contact must: 

(A) Ensure the implementation of the policies and proce- 
dures relating to transgender students that meet the require- 
ments of (a) of this subsection; 

(B) Receive copies of all formal and informal complaints 
relating to transgender students; 

(C) Communicate with the school district employees 
responsible for monitoring school district compliance with 
this chapter, and the primary contact regarding the school dis- 
trict's policy and procedure prohibiting harassment, intimida- 
tion, and bullying under RCW 28A.600.477; and 

(D) Serve as the primary contact between the school dis- 
trict, the office of the education ombuds, and the office of the 
superintendent of public instruction on policies and proce- 
dures relating to transgender students that meet the require- 
ments of (a) of this subsection. 

(ii) The primary contact from each school district must 
attend at least one training class as provided in RCW 
28A.600.477, once this training is available. 

(iii) The primary contact may also serve as the primary 
contact regarding the school district's policy and procedure 
prohibiting harassment, intimidation, and bullying under 
RCW 28A.600.477. 

(2) As required by the office of the superintendent of 
public instruction, each school district must provide to the 
office of the superintendent of public instruction its policies 
and procedures relating to transgender students that meet the 
requirements of subsection (1)(a) of this section. 

(3)(a) By September 1, 2019, and periodically thereafter, 
the Washington state school directors’ association must col- 
laborate with the office of the superintendent of public 
instruction to develop and update a model transgender stu- 
dent policy and procedure. 

(b) The elements of the model transgender student policy 
and procedure must, at a minimum: Incorporate the office of 
the superintendent of public instruction's rules and guidelines 
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developed under RCW 28A.642.020 to eliminate discrimina- 
tion in Washington public schools on the basis of gender 
identity and expression; address the unique challenges and 
needs faced by transgender students in public schools; and 
describe the application of the model policy and procedure 
prohibiting harassment, intimidation, and bullying, required 
under RCW 28A.600.477, to transgender students. 

(c) The office of the superintendent of public instruction 
and the Washington state school directors' association must 
maintain the model policy and procedure on each agency's 
web site at no cost to school districts. 

(4)(a) By December 31, 2020, the office of the superin- 
tendent of public instruction must develop online training 
material available to all school staff based on the model trans- 
gender student policy and procedure described in subsection 
(3) of this section and the office of the superintendent of pub- 
lic instruction's rules and guidance as provided under this 
chapter. 

(b) The online training material must describe the role of 
school district primary contacts for monitoring school district 
compliance with this chapter prohibiting discrimination in 
public schools, RCW 28A.600.477 related to the policies and 
procedures prohibiting harassment, intimidation, and bully- 
ing, and this section related to policies and procedures relat- 
ing to transgender students. 

(c) The online training material must include best prac- 
tices for policy and procedure implementation and cultural 
change that are guided by school district experiences. 

(d) The office of the superintendent of public instruction 
must annually notify school districts of the availability of the 
online training material. [2019 c 194 § 2.] 


Chapter 28A.645 RCW 
APPEALS FROM BOARD 


Sections 


28A.645.010 Appeals—Notice of—Scope—Time limitation. 

28A.645.020 Transcript filed, certified. 

28A.645.030 Appeal to be heard de novo and expeditiously. 

28A.645.040 Certified copy of decision to county assessor when school 
district boundaries changed. 


Educational employment relations act: Chapter 41.59 RCW. 


28A.645.010 Appeals—Notice of—Scope—Time lim- 
itation. (1) Any person, or persons, either severally or col- 
lectively, aggrieved by any decision or order of any school 
official or board, within thirty days after the rendition of such 
decision or order, or of the failure to act upon the same when 
properly presented, may appeal the same to the superior court 
of the county in which the school district or part thereof is sit- 
uated, by filing with the secretary of the school board if the 
appeal is from board action or failure to act, otherwise with 
the proper school official, and filing with the clerk of the 
superior court, a notice of appeal which shall set forth in a 
clear and concise manner the errors complained of. 

(2)(a) Appeals by teachers, principals, supervisors, 
superintendents, or other certificated employees from the 
actions of school boards with respect to discharge or other 
action adversely affecting their contract status, or failure to 
renew their contracts for the next ensuing term shall be gov- 
erned by the appeal provisions of chapters 28A.400 and 
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28A.405 RCW therefor and in all other cases shall be gov- 
erned by chapter 28A.645 RCW. 

(b) Appeals from nonrenewal or discharge by employees 
of school districts that are dissolved due to financial insol- 
vency shall be as provided in RCW 28A.315.229. [2012 c 
186 § 22; 1990 c 33 § 544; 1971 ex.s. c 282 § 40; 1969 ex.s. 
c 34 § 17; 1969 ex.s. c 223 § 28A.88.010. Prior: 1961 c 241 § 
9; 1909 c 97 p 362 § 1; RRS § 5064. Formerly RCW 
28A.88.010, 28.88.010.] [SLC-RO-1.] 

Effective date—2012 c 186: See note following RCW 28A.315.025. 
Rule-making authority—2012 c 186: See RCW 28A.315.902. 
RCW 28A.645.010 not applicable to contract renewal of school superinten- 
dent: RCW 28A.400.010. 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


28A.645.020 Transcript filed, certified. Within 
twenty days of service of the notice of appeal, the school 
board, at its expense, or the school official, at such official's 
expense, shall file the complete transcript of the evidence and 
the papers and exhibits relating to the decision for which a 
complaint has been filed. Such filings shall be certified to be 
correct. [1971 ex.s. c 282 § 41. Formerly RCW 28A.88.013.] 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


28A.645.030 Appeal to be heard de novo and expedi- 
tiously. Any appeal to the superior court shall be heard de 
novo by the superior court. Such appeal shall be heard expe- 
ditiously. [1971 ex.s. c 282 § 42. Formerly RCW 
28A.88.015.] 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


28A.645.040 Certified copy of decision to county 
assessor when school district boundaries changed. In 
cases of appeal resulting in the change of any school district 
boundaries the decision shall within five days thereafter be 
also certified by the proper officer to the county assessor of 
the county, or to the county assessors of the counties, wherein 
the territory may lie. [1969 ex.s. c 223 § 28A.88.090. Prior: 
1909 c 97 p 364 § 8; RRS § 5071. Formerly RCW 
28A.88.090, 28.88.090. ] 


Chapter 28A.650 RCW 
EDUCATION TECHNOLOGY 


Sections 
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28A.650.005 Findings—Intent. The legislature recog- 
nizes that up-to-date tools will help students learn. Work- 
place technology requirements will continue to change and 
students should be knowledgeable in the use of technologies. 

Furthermore, the legislature finds that the Washington 
systemic initiative is a broad-based effort to promote wide- 
spread public literacy in mathematics, science, and technol- 
ogy. An important component of the systemic initiative is the 
universal electronic access to information by students. It is 
the intent of the legislature that components of RCW 
28A.650.010 through 28A.650.025 will support the statewide 
systemic reform effort in mathematics, science, and technol- 
ogy as envisioned by the Washington systemic initiative. 
[1993 c 336 § 701.] 


28A.650.010 Definitions. Unless the context clearly 
requires otherwise, the definitions in this section apply 
throughout this chapter. 

(1) "Digital citizenship" includes the norms of appropri- 
ate, responsible, and healthy behavior related to current tech- 
nology use, including digital and media literacy, ethics, eti- 
quette, and security. The term also includes the ability to 
access, analyze, evaluate, develop, produce, and interpret 
media, as well as internet safety and cyberbullying preven- 
tion and response. 

(2) "Education technology" or "technology" means the 
effective use of electronic and optical tools, including tele- 
phones, and electronic and optical pathways in helping stu- 
dents learn. 

(3) "Network" means integrated linking of education 
technology systems in schools for transmission of voice, 
data, video, or imaging, or a combination of these. [2017 c 90 
§ 1; 1993 c 336 § 702.] 


28A.650.015 Education technology plan—Educa- 
tional technology advisory committee. (1) The superinten- 
dent of public instruction, to the extent funds are appropri- 
ated, shall develop and implement a Washington state K-12 
education technology plan. The technology plan shall be 
updated on at least a biennial basis, shall be developed to 
coordinate and expand the use of education technology in the 
common schools of the state. The plan shall be consistent 
with applicable provisions of chapter 43.105 RCW. The plan, 
at a minimum, shall address: 

(a) The provision of technical assistance to schools and 
school districts for the planning, implementation, and train- 
ing of staff in the use of technology in curricular and admin- 
istrative functions; 

(b) The continued development of a network to connect 
school districts, institutions of higher learning, and other 
sources of online information; and 

(c) Methods to equitably increase the use of education 
technology by students and school personnel throughout the 
state. 

(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall appoint 
an educational technology advisory committee to assist in the 
development and implementation of the technology plan in 
subsection (1) of this section. The committee shall include, 
but is not limited to, persons representing: The office of the 
chief information officer, educational service districts, school 
directors, school administrators, school principals, teachers, 
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classified staff, higher education faculty, parents, students, 
business, labor, scientists and mathematicians, the workforce 
training and education coordinating board, and the state 
library. 

(3) The plan adopted and implemented under this section 
may not impose on school districts any requirements that are 
not specifically required by federal law or regulation, includ- 
ing requirements to maintain eligibility for the federal 
schools and libraries program of the universal service fund. 
[2011 Ist sp.s. c 43 § 725; 2011 Ist sp.s. c 11 § 133; 2009 c 
556 § 17; 2006 c 263 § 917; 1995 c 335 § 507; 1994 c 245 § 
2; 1993 c 336 § 703.] 

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2011 Ist sp.s. c 11 § 133 
and by 2011 Ist sp.s. c 43 § 725, each without reference to the other. Both 


amendments are incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW 
1.12.025(2). For rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1). 


Effective date—Purpose—2011 Ist sp.s. c 43: See notes following 
RCW 43.19.003. 

Effective date—2011 1st sp.s. c 11 §§ 101-103, 106-202, 204-244, and 
301: See note following RCW 28B.76.020. 

Intent—2011 1st sp.s. c 11: See note following RCW 28B.76.020. 

Findings—Purpose—Part headings not law—2006 c 263: See notes 
following RCW 28A.150.230. 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


28A.650.020 Regional educational technology sup- 
port centers—Advisory councils. Educational service dis- 
tricts shall establish, subject to available funding, regional 
educational technology support centers for the purpose of 
providing ongoing educator training, school district cost-ben- 
efit analysis, long-range planning, network planning, dis- 
tance learning access support, and other technical and pro- 
grammatic support. Each educational service district shall 
establish a representative advisory council to advise the edu- 
cational service district in the expenditure of funds provided 
to the technology support centers. [1993 c 336 § 705.] 


28A.650.025 Distribution of funds for regional edu- 
cational technology support centers. The superintendent of 
public instruction, to the extent funds are appropriated, shall 
distribute funds to educational service districts on a grant 
basis for the regional educational technology support centers 
established in RCW 28A.650.020. [1993 c 336 § 706.] 


28A.650.030 Distribution of funds to expand the edu- 
cation statewide network. The superintendent of public 
instruction, to the extent funds are appropriated, shall distrib- 
ute funds to the Washington school information processing 
cooperative and to school districts on a grant basis, from 
moneys appropriated for the purposes of this section, for 
equipment, networking, and software to expand the current 
K-12 education statewide network. [1993 c 336 § 707.] 


28A.650.035 Gifts, grants, and endowments. The 
superintendent of public instruction may receive such gifts, 
grants, and endowments from public or private sources as 
may be made from time to time, in trust or otherwise, for the 
use and benefit of the purposes of educational technology and 
expend the same or any income therefrom according to the 
terms of the gifts, grants, or endowments. [2010 Ist sp.s. c 9 
§ 3; 1993 c 336 § 708.] 
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Effective date—2010 1st sp.s. c 9: "This act takes effect July 1, 2010." 
[2010 Ist sp.s.c 9 § 11.] 


28A.650.040 Rules. The superintendent of public 
instruction shall adopt rules as necessary under chapter 34.05 
RCW governing the operation and scope of this chapter. 
[1993 c 336 § 709.] 


28A.650.045 Digital citizenship, internet safety, and 
media literacy—Best practices and recommendations— 
Annual review—Model policy update and checklist for 
future updates. (1)(a) By December 1, 2016, the office of 
the superintendent of public instruction shall develop best 
practices and recommendations for instruction in digital citi- 
zenship, internet safety, and media literacy, and report to the 
appropriate committees of the legislature, in accordance with 
RCW 43.01.036, on strategies to implement the best practices 
and recommendations statewide. The best practices and rec- 
ommendations must be developed in consultation with an 
advisory committee as specified in (b) of this subsection. 
Best practices and recommendations must include instruction 
that provides guidance about thoughtful, safe, and strategic 
uses of online and other media resources, and education on 
how to apply critical thinking skills when consuming and 
producing information. 


(b) The office of the superintendent of public instruction 
must convene and consult with an advisory committee when 
developing best practices and recommendations for instruc- 
tion in digital citizenship, internet safety, and media literacy. 
The advisory committee must include: Representatives from 
the Washington state school directors' association; experts in 
digital citizenship, internet safety, and media literacy; 
teacher-librarians as defined in RCW 28A.320.240; and other 
stakeholders, including parent associations, educators, and 
administrators. Recommendations produced by the commit- 
tee may include, but are not limited to: 


(i) Revisions to the state learning standards for educa- 
tional technology, required under RCW 28A.655.075; 


(ii) Revisions to the model policy and procedures on 
electronic resources and internet safety developed by the 
Washington state school directors' association; 


(i11) School district processes necessary to develop cus- 
tomized district policies and procedures on electronic 
resources and internet safety; 


(iv) Best practices, resources, and models for instruction 
in digital citizenship, internet safety, and media literacy; and 


(v) Strategies that will support school districts in local 
implementation of the best practices and recommendations 
developed by the office of the superintendent of public 
instruction under (a) of this subsection. 


(2) Beginning in the 2017-18 school year, a school dis- 
trict shall annually review its policy and procedures on elec- 
tronic resources and internet safety. In reviewing and amend- 
ing the policy and procedures, a school district must: 


(a) Involve a representation of students, parents or 
guardians, teachers, teacher-librarians, other school employ- 
ees, administrators, and community representatives with 
experience or expertise in digital citizenship, media literacy, 
and internet safety issues; 
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(b) Consider customizing the model policy and proce- 
dures on electronic resources and internet safety developed 
by the Washington state school directors’ association; 

(c) Consider existing school district resources; and 

(d) Consider best practices, resources, and models for 
instruction in digital citizenship, internet safety, and media 
literacy, including methods to involve parents. 

(3)(a) By December 1, 2017, the Washington state 
school directors' association shall review and revise its model 
policy and procedures on electronic resources and internet 
safety to better support digital citizenship, media literacy, and 
internet safety in schools. The model policy and procedures 
must contain provisions requiring that media literacy 
resources consist of a balance of sources and perspectives. 

(b) By December 1, 2017, the Washington state school 
directors' association shall develop a checklist of items for 
school districts to consider when updating their policy and 
procedures under subsection (2) of this section. [2017 c 90 § 
2; 2016 c 59 § 2.] 

Intent—2016 c 59: "The legislature recognizes that as technology 
becomes more prevalent, students must learn how to safely, ethically, 
responsibly, and effectively use technology. The legislature intends to pro- 
vide a process in which students, parents or guardians, teachers, teacher- 
librarians, other school employees, administrators, and community represen- 
tatives will engage in an ongoing discussion on safe technology use, internet 
use, digital citizenship, and media literacy as part of implementing the state's 
basic education goal outlined in RCW 28A.150.210(3) and essential aca- 


demic learning requirements for technology outlined in RCW 28A.655.075." 
[2016 c 59 § 1.] 


28A.650.050 Digital citizenship, internet safety, and 
media literacy—Web-based location with links recom- 
mending practices and resources. (1) The office of the 
superintendent of public instruction shall create a web-based 
location with links to recommended successful practices and 
resources to support digital citizenship, media literacy, and 
internet safety for use in the 2017-18 school year. The web- 
based location must incorporate the information gathered by 
the survey in section 3, chapter 90, Laws of 2017. 

(2) Thereafter, the office of the superintendent of public 
instruction shall continue to identify and develop additional 
open educational resources to support digital citizenship, 
media literacy, and internet safety in schools for the web- 
based location. 

(3) Media literacy resources must consist of a balance of 
sources and perspectives. [2017 c 90 § 4.] 


28A.650.900 Findings—Intent—Part headings not 
law—1993 c 336. See notes following RCW 28A.150.210. 


28A.650.901 Findings—1993 c 336. See note follow- 
ing RCW 28A.150.210. 


Chapter 28A.655 RCW 


ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY 


Sections 


28A.655.005 Findings. 

28A.655.006 Condensed compliance reports—Second-class districts. 

28A.655.010 Washington commission on student learning—Definitions. 

28A.655.061 High school assessment system— Certificate of academic 
achievement—Exception—Options to retake high school 
assessment—Objective alternative assessments—Locally 
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determined courses—High school transition courses— 
Interventions and academic supports—Student learning 
plans. 

28A.655.063 Objective alternative assessments—Reimbursement of 
costs—Testing fee waivers. 

28A.655.065 Objective alternative assessment methods—Appeals from 
assessment scores—Waivers and appeals from assessment 
requirements—Rules. 

28A.655.068 Statewide high school assessment in science. 

28A.655.070 State learning standards—Duties of the superintendent of 
public instruction. 

28A.655.071 Revised essential academic learning requirements—Legisla- 
tive review—Implementation. 

28A.655.075 Essential academic learning requirements and grade level 
expectations for educational technology literacy and tech- 
nology fluency—Assessments—Reports. 

28A.655.080 Washington kindergarten inventory of developing skills— 
Implementation and administration—Work group— 
Reports—Grants—Waivers. 

28A.655.090 Statewide student assessment—Reporting requirements. 

28A.655.095 Students with cognitive disabilities—A ternative assessment 
system. 

28A.655.100 Performance goals—Reporting requirements. 

28A.655.110 Annual school performance report—Model report form. 

28A.655.115 Outreach and feedback—Working group—Model feedback 
tools and strategies. 

28A.655.130 Accountability implementation funds. 

28A.655.140 Technical assistance. 

28A.655.150 Consolidation of requirements for categorical grant pro- 
grams—Use of electronic applications and reporting. 

28A.655.180 Waivers for educational restructuring programs. 

28A.655.185 Intent—Apple award program. 

28A.655.200 Norm-referenced assessments—Diagnostic assessments. 

28A.655.210 K-12 education data improvement system. 

28A.655.220 Washington kindergarten inventory of developing skills— 
Fairness and bias review. 

28A.655.230 Reading skills—Meeting for grade placement and strategies 
for student improvement—Exemptions. 

28A.655.235 Reading skills—Intensive reading and literacy improvement 
strategy—Calculation of tested students at or below basic 
on third grade student assessment—State menu of best 
practices. 

28A.655.250 Graduation pathway options. 

28A.655.260 Graduation pathway options—Report and survey. 

28A.655.270 Student support for graduation—Student learning plans. 

28A.655.280 Applicability of certificates of individual achievement and 
assessments. 

28A.655.300 Global citizens in a global society. 


28A.655.005 Findings. The legislature finds that the 
purpose of Washington's accountability system is to improve 
student learning and student achievement of the essential aca- 
demic learning requirement standards so that each individual 
student will be given the opportunity to become a responsible 
citizen and successfully live, learn, and work in the twenty- 
first century. To achieve this purpose, the accountability sys- 
tem should be based on student achievement and continuous 
improvement at all levels of Washington's education system 
and on a fundamental principle that all public school students 
have access to curriculum and instruction that is aligned to 
the standards. 

The legislature further finds that the accountability sys- 
tem should rely on local responsibility and leadership. Dis- 
tricts and schools should be expected to improve and be eval- 
uated based on their improvement over time. Districts should 
recognize exceptional progress and work closely with 
schools needing assistance. 

The legislature further finds that the accountability sys- 
tem must be simple to use and understand. Consequences 
must be predictable and fair. Differences among students, 
schools, and districts should be recognized and respected as 
the system is implemented. There should be a balance of each 
student's right to privacy and the public's right to know the 
overall levels of learning and achievement at the school, dis- 
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trict, and state levels. In addition, the accountability system 
should be continuously reviewed and improved as more is 
learned about how schools operate to meet the learning needs 
of Washington's students. [1999 c 388 § 1.] 


28A.655.006 Condensed compliance reports—Sec- 
ond-class districts. Any compliance reporting requirements 
as a result of laws in this chapter that apply to second-class 
districts may be submitted in accordance with RCW 
28A.330.250. [2011 c 45 § 50.] 


Conflict with federal requirements—2011 c 45: See note following 
RCW 28A.330.250. 


28A.655.010 Washington commission on student 
learning—Definitions. Unless the context clearly requires 
otherwise, the definitions in this section apply throughout 
RCW *28A.630.885 and 28A.300.130. 

(1) "Commission" means the commission on student 
learning created in *RCW 28A.630.885. 

(2) "Student learning goals" mean[s] the goals estab- 
lished in RCW 28A.150.210. 

(3) "Essential academic learning requirements" means 
more specific academic and technical skills and knowledge, 
based on the student learning goals, as determined under 
*RCW 28A.630.885(3)(a). Essential academic learning 
requirements shall not limit the instructional strategies used 
by schools or school districts or require the use of specific 
curriculum. 

(4) "Performance standards" or "standards" means the 
criteria used to determine if a student has successfully 
learned the specific knowledge or skill being assessed as 
determined under *RCW 28A.630.885(3)(b). The standards 
should be set at internationally competitive levels. 

(5) "Assessment system" or "student assessment system" 
means a series of assessments used to determine if students 
have successfully learned the essential academic learning 
requirements. The assessment system shall be developed 
under *RCW 28A.630.885(3)(b). 

(6) "Performance-based education system" means an 
education system in which a significantly greater emphasis is 
placed on how well students are learning, and significantly 
less emphasis is placed on state-level laws and rules that dic- 
tate how instruction is to be provided. The performance- 
based education system does not require that schools use an 
outcome-based instructional model. Decisions regarding how 
instruction is provided are to be made, to the greatest extent 
possible, by schools and school districts, not by the state. 
[1993 c 336 § 201. Formerly RCW 28A.630.883.] 


*Reviser's note: RCW 28A.630.885 was recodified as RCW 
28A.655.060 pursuant to 1999 c 388 § 607. RCW 28A.655.060 was subse- 
quently repealed by 2004 c 19 § 206. 


Findings—Intent—Part headings not law—1993 c 336: See notes 
following RCW 28A.150.210. 


Findings—1993 c 336: See note following RCW 28A.150.210. 


28A.655.061 High school assessment system—Certif- 
icate of academic achievement—Exception—Options to 
retake high school assessment—Objective alternative 
assessments—Locally determined courses—High school 
transition courses—Interventions and academic sup- 
ports—Student learning plans. (Expires August 31, 2022.) 
(1) The high school assessment system shall include but need 
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not be limited to the statewide student assessment, opportuni- 
ties for a student to retake the content areas of the assessment 
in which the student was not successful, and, if approved by 
the legislature pursuant to subsection (9) of this section, one 
or more objective alternative assessments for a student to 
demonstrate achievement of state academic standards. The 
objective alternative assessments for each content area shall 
be comparable in rigor to the skills and knowledge that the 
student must demonstrate on the statewide student assess- 
ment for each content area. 

(2) Subject to the conditions in this section, and conclud- 
ing with the graduating class of 2019, a certificate of aca- 
demic achievement shall be obtained and is evidence that the 
students have successfully met the state standard in the con- 
tent areas included in the certificate. With the exception of 
students satisfying the provisions of RCW 28A.155.045, 
acquisition of the certificate is required for graduation from a 
public high school but is not the only requirement for gradu- 
ation. 

(3)(a) Beginning with the graduating class of 2008 
through the graduating class of 2015, with the exception of 
students satisfying the provisions of RCW 28A.155.045, a 
student who meets the state standards on the English lan- 
guage arts and mathematics high school statewide student 
assessment shall earn a certificate of academic achievement. 
The mathematics assessment shall be the end-of-course 
assessment for the first year of high school mathematics that 
assesses the standards common to algebra I and integrated 
mathematics I or the end-of-course assessment for the second 
year of high school mathematics that assesses standards com- 
mon to geometry and integrated mathematics II. 

(b) As the state transitions from reading and writing 
assessments to an English language arts assessment and from 
end-of-course assessments to a comprehensive assessment 
for high school mathematics, a student in a graduating class 
of 2016 through 2018 shall earn a certificate of academic 
achievement if the student meets the high school graduation 
standard as follows: 

(i) Students in the graduating class of 2016 may use the 
results from: 

(A) The reading and writing assessment or the English 
language arts assessment developed with the multistate con- 
sortium; and 

(B) The end-of-course assessment for the first year of 
high school mathematics, the end-of-course assessment for 
the second year of high school mathematics, or the compre- 
hensive mathematics assessment developed with the multi- 
state consortium. 

(ii) Students in the graduating classes of 2017 and 2018 
may use the results from: 

(A) The tenth grade English language arts assessment 
developed by the superintendent of public instruction using 
resources from the multistate consortium or the English lan- 
guage arts assessment developed with the multistate consor- 
tium; and 

(B) The end-of-course assessment for the first year of 
high school mathematics, the end-of-course assessment for 
the second year of high school mathematics, or the compre- 
hensive mathematics assessment developed with the multi- 
state consortium. 
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(c) Beginning with the graduating class of 2019, a stu- 
dent who meets the high school graduation standard on the 
high school English language arts assessment developed with 
the multistate consortium and the comprehensive mathemat- 
ics assessment developed with the multistate consortium 
shall earn a certificate of academic achievement. 

(d) If a student does not successfully meet the state stan- 
dards in one or more content areas required for the certificate 
of academic achievement, then the student may retake the 
assessment in the content area at least twice a year at no cost 
to the student. If the student successfully meets the state stan- 
dards on a retake of the assessment then the student shall earn 
a certificate of academic achievement. Once objective alter- 
native assessments are authorized pursuant to subsection (9) 
of this section, a student may use the objective alternative 
assessments to demonstrate that the student successfully 
meets the state standards for that content area if the student 
has taken the statewide student assessment at least once. If 
the student successfully meets the state standards on the 
objective alternative assessments then the student shall earn a 
certificate of academic achievement. 

(4) The state board of education may not require the 
acquisition of the certificate of academic achievement for 
students in home-based instruction under chapter 28A.200 
RCW, for students enrolled in private schools under chapter 
28A.195 RCW, or for students satisfying the provisions of 
RCW 28A.155.045. 

(5) A student may retain and use the highest result from 
each successfully completed content area of the high school 
assessment. 

(6) School districts must make available to students the 
following options: 

(a) To retake the statewide student assessment at least 
twice a year in the content areas in which the student did not 
meet the state standards if the student is enrolled in a public 
school; or 

(b) To retake the statewide student assessment at least 
twice a year in the content areas in which the student did not 
meet the state standards if the student is enrolled in a high 
school completion program at a community or technical col- 
lege. The superintendent of public instruction and the state 
board for community and technical colleges shall jointly 
identify means by which students in these programs can be 
assessed. 

(7) Students who achieve the standard in a content area 
of the high school assessment but who wish to improve their 
results shall pay for retaking the assessment, using a uniform 
cost determined by the superintendent of public instruction. 

(8) Opportunities to retake the assessment at least twice 
a year shall be available to each school district. 

(9)(a) The office of the superintendent of public instruc- 
tion shall develop options for implementing objective alter- 
native assessments, which may include an appeals process for 
students' scores, for students to demonstrate achievement of 
the state academic standards. The objective alternative 
assessments shall be comparable in rigor to the skills and 
knowledge that the student must demonstrate on the state- 
wide student assessment and be objective in its determination 
of student achievement of the state standards. Before any 
objective alternative assessments in addition to those autho- 
rized in RCW 28A.655.065 or (b) of this subsection are used 
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by a student to demonstrate that the student has met the state 
standards in a content area required to obtain a certificate, the 
legislature shall formally approve the use of any objective 
alternative assessments through the omnibus appropriations 
act or by statute or concurrent resolution. 

(b)(i) A student's score on the mathematics, reading or 
English, or writing portion of the SAT or the ACT may be 
used as an objective alternative assessment under this section 
for demonstrating that a student has met or exceeded the state 
standards for the certificate of academic achievement. The 
state board of education shall identify the scores students 
must achieve on the relevant portion of the SAT or ACT to 
meet or exceed the state standard in the relevant content area 
on the statewide student assessment. A student's score on the 
science portion of the ACT or the science subject area tests of 
the SAT may be used as an objective alternative assessment 
under this section as soon as the state board of education 
determines that sufficient data is available to identify reliable 
equivalent scores for the science content area of the statewide 
student assessment. After the first scores are established, the 
state board may increase but not decrease the scores required 
for students to meet or exceed the state standards. 

(ii) A student who scores at least a three on the grading 
scale of one to five for selected AP examinations may use the 
score as an objective alternative assessment under this sec- 
tion for demonstrating that a student has met or exceeded 
state standards for the certificate of academic achievement. A 
score of three on the AP examinations in calculus or statistics 
may be used as an alternative assessment for the mathematics 
portion of the statewide student assessment. A score of three 
on the AP examinations in English language and composition 
may be used as an alternative assessment for the writing por- 
tion of the statewide student assessment; and for the English 
language arts portion of the assessment developed with the 
multistate consortium, once established in the 2014-15 
school year. A score of three on the AP examinations in 
English literature and composition, macroeconomics, micro- 
economics, psychology, United States history, world history, 
United States government and politics, or comparative gov- 
ernment and politics may be used as an alternative assess- 
ment for the reading portion of the statewide student assess- 
ment; and for the English language arts portion of the assess- 
ment developed with the multistate consortium, once 
established in the 2014-15 school year. A score of three on 
the AP examination in biology, physics, chemistry, or envi- 
ronmental science may be used as an alternative assessment 
for the science portion of the statewide student assessment. 

(iii) A student who scores at least a four on selected 
externally administered international baccalaureate (IB) 
examinations may use the score as an objective alternative 
assessment under this section for demonstrating that the stu- 
dent has met or exceeded state standards for the certificate of 
academic achievement. A score of four on the higher level IB 
examinations for any of the IB English language and litera- 
ture courses or for any of the IB individuals and societies 
courses may be used as an alternative assessment for the 
reading, writing, or English language arts portions of the 
statewide student assessment. A score of four on the higher 
level IB examinations for any of the IB mathematics courses 
may be used as an alternative assessment for the mathematics 
portion of the statewide student assessment. A score of four 
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on the higher level IB examinations for IB biology, chemis- 
try, or physics may be used as an alternative assessment for 
the science portion of the statewide student assessment. 


(iv)(A) In the 2018-19 school year, high school students 
who have not earned a certificate of academic achievement 
due to not meeting the high school graduation standard on the 
mathematics or English language arts assessment may take 
and pass a locally determined course in the content area in 
which the student was not successful, and may use the pass- 
ing score on a locally administered assessment tied to that 
course and approved under the provisions of this subsection 
(9)(b)(iv), as an objective alternative assessment for demon- 
strating that the student has met or exceeded the high school 
graduation standard. High school transition courses and the 
assessments offered in association with high school transition 
courses shall be considered an approved locally determined 
course and assessment for demonstrating that the student met 
or exceeded the high school graduation standard. The course 
must be rigorous and consistent with the student's educational 
and career goals identified in his or her high school and 
beyond plan, and may include career and technical education 
equivalencies in English language arts or mathematics 
adopted pursuant to RCW 28A.230.097. School districts 
shall record students' participation in locally determined 
courses under this section in the statewide individual data 
system. 


(B) The office of the superintendent of public instruction 
shall develop a process by which local school districts can 
submit assessments for review and approval for use as objec- 
tive alternative assessments for graduation as allowed by 
(b)(iv) of this subsection. This process shall establish means 
to determine whether a local school district-administered 
assessment is comparable in rigor to the skills and knowledge 
that the student must demonstrate on the statewide student 
assessment and is objective in its determination of student 
achievement of the state standards. The office of the superin- 
tendent of public instruction shall post on its agency web site 
a compiled list of local school district-administered assess- 
ments approved as objective alternative assessments, includ- 
ing the comparable scores on these assessments necessary to 
meet the standard. 


(C) For the purpose of this section, "high school transi- 
tion course" means an English language arts or mathematics 
course offered in high school where successful completion by 
a high school student ensures the student college-level place- 
ment at participating institutions of higher education as 
defined in RCW 28B.10.016. High school transition courses 
must, in accordance with this section, satisfy core or elective 
credit graduation requirements established by the state board 
of education. A student's successful completion of a high 
school transition course does not entitle the student to be 
admitted to any institution of higher education as defined in 
RCW 28B.10.016. 


(v) A student who completes a dual credit course in 
English language arts or mathematics in which the student 
earns college credit may use passage of the course as an 
objective alternative assessment under this section for 
demonstrating that the student has met or exceeded the high 
school graduation standard for the certificate of academic 
achievement. 
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(10) To help assure continued progress in academic 
achievement as a foundation for high school graduation and 
to assure that students are on track for high school gradua- 
tion, each school district shall: 

(a) Provide students who have not earned a certificate of 
academic achievement before the beginning of grade eleven 
with the opportunity to access interventions and academic 
supports, courses, or both, designed to enable students to 
meet the high school graduation standard. These interven- 
tions, supports, or courses must be rigorous and consistent 
with the student's educational and career goals identified in 
his or her high school and beyond plan, and may include 
career and technical education equivalencies in English lan- 
guage arts or mathematics adopted pursuant to RCW 
28A.230.097; and 

(b) Prepare student learning plans and notify students 
and their parents or legal guardians as provided in this sub- 
section. Student learning plans are required for eighth grade 
students who were not successful on any or all of the content 
areas of the state assessment during the previous school year 
or who may not be on track to graduate due to credit deficien- 
cies or absences. The parent or legal guardian shall be noti- 
fied about the information in the student learning plan, pref- 
erably through a parent conference and at least annually. To 
the extent feasible, schools serving English language learner 
students and their parents shall translate the plan into the pri- 
mary language of the family. The plan shall include the fol- 
lowing information as applicable: 

(i) The student's results on the state assessment; 

(ii) If the student is in the transitional bilingual program, 
the score on his or her Washington language proficiency test 
Il; 

(iii) Any credit deficiencies; 

(iv) The student's attendance rates over the previous two 
years; 

(v) The student's progress toward meeting state and local 
graduation requirements; 

(vi) The courses, competencies, and other steps needed 
to be taken by the student to meet state academic standards 
and stay on track for graduation; 

(vii) Remediation strategies and alternative education 
options available to students, including informing students of 
the option to continue to receive instructional services after 
grade twelve or until the age of twenty-one; 

(viii) The alternative assessment options available to stu- 
dents under this section and RCW 28A.655.065; 

(ix) School district programs, high school courses, and 
career and technical education options available for students 
to meet graduation requirements; and 

(x) Available programs offered through skill centers or 
community and technical colleges, including the college high 
school diploma options under RCW 28B.50.535. 

(11) This section expires August 31, 2022. [2019 c 252 
§ 105; 2017 3rd sp.s. c 31 § 1; 2017 3rd sp.s. c 31 § 5; 2015 
3rd sp.s. c 42 § 2; 2013 2nd sp.s. c 22 § 2; 2011 Ist sp.s. c 22 
§ 2; 2010 c 244 § 1; 2009 c 524 § 5; 2008 c 321 § 2. Prior: 
2007 c 355 § 5; 2007 c 354 § 2; 2006 c 115 § 4; 2004 c 19 § 
101.] 


Intent—2019 c 252: See note following RCW 28A.655.250. 
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Retroactive application—2017 3rd sp.s. c 31 § 5: "Section 5 of this act 
applies retroactively to students in the graduating class of 2017." [2017 3rd 
sp.s. c 31 § 7.] 


Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. c 31: "This act is necessary for the 
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of 
the state government and its existing public institutions, and takes effect 
immediately [July 7, 2017]." [2017 3rd sp.s. c 31 § 8.] 


Finding—Purpose—2015 3rd sp.s. c 42: "The legislature finds that the 
graduating class of 2015 is the first class required to meet the state standard 
on the state science assessment. The legislature recognizes that the educa- 
tional system needs more time before this graduation requirement is imple- 
mented. Therefore, the sole purpose of the legislature with this legislation is 
to delay for no more than two years, but not eliminate, the requirement that 
students must meet the state standard on the science assessment." [2015 3rd 
sp.s. c 42 § 1.] 


Retroactive application—2015 3rd sp.s. c 42 § 2: "Section 2 of this act 
applies retroactively to students in the graduating class of 2015, and prospec- 
tively beginning with students in the graduating class of 2016." [2015 3rd 
sp.s. c 42 § 3.] 


Findings—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. c 22: "The legislature finds that the 
superintendent of public instruction was authorized to align the state essen- 
tial academic learning requirements for mathematics, reading, writing, and 
communication with the common set of standards for students in grades kin- 
dergarten through twelve, known as the common core state standards, which 
were initiated by the governors and chief school officers of forty-five states, 
including Washington. The legislature further finds that Washington has 
joined one of two multistate consortia using a federal grant to develop new 
English language arts and mathematics assessments in grades three through 
eight and grade eleven that are, among other factors, aligned with the com- 
mon core state standards and intended to demonstrate a student's career and 
college readiness. The legislature further finds that the assessments are 
required to be ready for use by the 2014-15 school year. 

The legislature intends to reduce the overall costs of the state assessment 
system by implementing the eleventh grade English language arts and math- 
ematics assessments being developed by a multistate consortium in which 
Washington is participating, maximize use of the consortium assessments by 
developing a tenth grade high school English language arts assessment and 
modifying the algebra I and geometry end-of-course assessment to be used 
only during the transition to the consortium-developed assessments, and 
reduce to three the number of assessments that will be required for students 
to graduate beginning with the class of 2019. 

The legislature further intends that the eleventh grade consortium-devel- 
oped assessments have two different student performance standards: One for 
the purposes of high school graduation that will be established by the state 
board of education and one that is intended to demonstrate a student's career 
and college readiness." [2013 2nd sp.s. c 22 § 1.] 


Finding—Intent—2011 1st sp.s. c 22: "(1) The legislature continues to 
support end-of-course assessments as a fair and practical way to measure stu- 
dents' knowledge and skills in high school science, but the legislature also 
recognizes that there are important scientific concepts, principles, and con- 
tent that are not able to be captured in a single course or a single assessment. 
The legislature also does not wish to narrow the high school science curricu- 
lum to a singular focus on biology. 

(2) However, the legislature finds that the financial resources for devel- 
oping additional end-of-course assessments for high school science are not 
available in the 2011-2013 biennium. Nevertheless, the legislature intends to 
revisit this issue in the future and further intends at an appropriate time to 
direct the superintendent of public instruction to develop one or more end-of- 
course assessments in additional science subjects." [2011 1st sp.s. c 22 § 1.] 


Intent—2009 c 524: See note following RCW 28B.50.535. 


Findings—2008 c 321: "The legislature finds that high school students 
need to graduate with the skills necessary to be successful in college and 
work. The state graduation requirements help to ensure that Washington high 
school graduates have the basic skills to be competitive in a global economy. 
Under education reform started in 1993, time was to be the variable, obtain- 
ing the skills was to be the constant. Therefore, students who need additional 
time to gain the academic skills needed for college and the workplace should 
have the opportunities they need to reach high academic achievement, even 
if that takes more than the standard four years of high school. 

Different students face different challenges and barriers to their aca- 
demic success. Some students struggle to meet the standard on a single por- 
tion of the Washington assessment of student learning while excelling in the 
other subject areas; other students struggle to complete the necessary state or 
local graduation credits; while still others have their knowledge tested on the 
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assessments and have completed all the credit requirements but are strug- 
gling because English is not their first language. The legislature finds that 
many of these students need additional time and support to achieve academic 
proficiency and meet all graduation requirements." [2008 c 321 § 1.] 

Finding—Intent—2007 c 355: See note following RCW 28B.50.535. 

Findings—Intent—2007 c 354: "(1) The legislature maintains a strong 
commitment to high expectations and high academic achievement for all stu- 
dents. The legislature finds that Washington schools and students are making 
significant progress in improving achievement in reading and writing. 
Schools are adapting instruction and providing remediation for students who 
need additional assistance. Reading and writing are being taught across the 
curriculum. Therefore, the legislature does not intend to make changes to the 
Washington assessment of student learning or high school graduation 
requirements in reading and writing. 

(2) However, students are having difficulty improving their academic 
achievement in mathematics and science, particularly as measured by the 
high school Washington assessment of student learning. The legislature finds 
that corrections are needed in the state's high school assessment system that 
will improve alignment between learning standards, instruction, diagnosis, 
and assessment of students' knowledge and skills in high school mathematics 
and science. The legislature further finds there is a sense of urgency to make 
these corrections and intends to revise high school graduation requirements 
in mathematics and science only for the minimum period for corrections to 
be fully implemented." [2007 c 354 § 1.] 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


28A.655.063 Objective alternative assessments— 
Reimbursement of costs—Testing fee waivers. (Expires 
August 31, 2021.) (1) Subject to the availability of funds 
appropriated for this purpose, the office of the superintendent 
of public instruction shall provide funds to school districts to 
reimburse students for the cost of taking the tests in RCW 
28A.655.061(9)(b) when the students take the tests for the 
purpose of using the results as an objective alternative assess- 
ment. The office of the superintendent of public instruction 
may, as an alternative to providing funds to school districts, 
arrange for students to receive a testing fee waiver or make 
other arrangements to compensate the students. 

(2) This section expires August 31, 2021. [2019 c 252 § 
501; 2007 c 354 § 7; 2006 c 115 § 5.] 

Intent—2019 c 252: See note following RCW 28A.655.250. 


Findings—Intent—2007 c 354: See note following RCW 
28A.655.061. 


28A.655.065 Objective alternative assessment meth- 
ods—Appeals from assessment scores—Waivers and 
appeals from assessment requirements—Rules. (Expires 
August 31, 2022.) (1) The legislature has made a commit- 
ment to rigorous academic standards for receipt of a high 
school diploma. The primary way that students will demon- 
strate that they meet the standards in reading, writing, mathe- 
matics, and science is through the statewide student assess- 
ment. Only objective assessments that are comparable in 
rigor to the state assessment are authorized as an alternative 
assessment. Before seeking an alternative assessment, the 
legislature expects students to make a genuine effort to meet 
state standards, through regular and consistent attendance at 
school and participation in extended learning and other assis- 
tance programs. 

(2) Under RCW 28A.655.061, beginning in the 2006-07 
school year, and concluding with the graduating class of 
2019, the superintendent of public instruction shall imple- 
ment objective alternative assessment methods as provided in 
this section for students to demonstrate achievement of the 
state standards in content areas in which the student has not 
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yet met the standard on the high school statewide student 
assessment. A student may access an alternative if the student 
meets applicable eligibility criteria in RCW 28A.655.061 and 
this section and other eligibility criteria established by the 
superintendent of public instruction, including but not limited 
to attendance criteria and participation in the remediation or 
supplemental instruction contained in the student learning 
plan developed under RCW 28A.655.061. A school district 
may waive attendance and/or remediation criteria for special, 
unavoidable circumstances. 

(3) For the purposes of this section, "applicant" means a 
student seeking to use one of the alternative assessment 
methods in this section. 

(4) One alternative assessment method shall be a combi- 
nation of the applicant's grades in applicable courses and the 
applicant's highest score on the high school statewide student 
assessment, as provided in this subsection. A student is eligi- 
ble to apply for the alternative assessment method under this 
subsection (4) if the student has a cumulative grade point 
average of at least 3.2 on a four point grading scale. The 
superintendent of public instruction shall determine which 
high school courses are applicable to the alternative assess- 
ment method and shall issue guidelines to school districts. 

(a) Using guidelines prepared by the superintendent of 
public instruction, a school district shall identify the group of 
students in the same school as the applicant who took the 
same high school courses as the applicant in the applicable 
content area. From the group of students identified in this 
manner, the district shall select the comparison cohort that 
shall be those students who met or slightly exceeded the state 
standard on the statewide student assessment. 

(b) The district shall compare the applicant's grades in 
high school courses in the applicable content area to the 
grades of students in the comparison cohort for the same high 
school courses. If the applicant's grades are equal to or above 
the mean grades of the comparison cohort, the applicant shall 
be deemed to have met the state standard on the alternative 
assessment. 

(c) An applicant may not use the alternative assessment 
under this subsection (4) if there are fewer than six students 
in the comparison cohort. 

(5) The superintendent of public instruction shall imple- 
ment: 

(a) By June 1, 2006, a process for students to appeal the 
score they received on the high school assessments; 

(b) By January 1, 2007, guidelines and appeal processes 
for waiving specific requirements in RCW 28A.655.061 per- 
taining to the certificate of academic achievement and to the 
certificate of individual achievement for students who: (i) 
Transfer to a Washington public school in their junior or 
senior year with the intent of obtaining a public high school 
diploma, or (ii) have special, unavoidable circumstances; 

(c)(i) For the graduating classes of 2014, 2015, 2016, 
2017, 2018, 2019, and 2020, an expedited appeal process for 
waiving specific requirements in RCW 28A.655.061 pertain- 
ing to the certificate of academic achievement and the certif- 
icate of individual achievement for eligible students who 
have not met the state standard on the English language arts 
statewide student assessment, the mathematics high school 
statewide student assessment, or both. The student or the stu- 
dent's parent, guardian, or principal may initiate an appeal 
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with the district and the district has the authority to determine 
which appeals are submitted to the superintendent of public 
instruction for review and approval. The superintendent of 
public instruction may only approve an appeal if it has been 
demonstrated that the student has the necessary skills and 
knowledge to meet the high school graduation standard and 
that the student has the skills necessary to successfully 
achieve the college or career goals established in his or her 
high school and beyond plan. Pathways for demonstrating the 
necessary skills and knowledge may include, but are not lim- 
ited to: 

(A) Successful completion of a college-level class in the 
relevant subject area; 

(B) Admission to a higher education institution or career 
preparation program; 

(C) Award of a scholarship for higher education; or 

(D) Enlistment in a branch of the military. 

Gi) A student in the class of 2014, 2015, 2016, or 2017 is 
eligible for the expedited appeal process in (c)(i) of this sub- 
section if he or she has met all other graduation requirements 
established by the state and district. 

(iii) A student in the class of 2018 is eligible for the 
expedited appeal process in (c)(i) of this subsection if he or 
she has met all other graduation requirements established by 
the state and district and has attempted at least one alternative 
assessment option as established in this section. 

(6) The state board of education shall examine opportu- 
nities for additional alternative assessments, including the 
possible use of one or more standardized norm-referenced 
student achievement tests and the possible use of the reading, 
writing, or mathematics portions of the ACT ASSET and 
ACT COMPASS test instruments as objective alternative 
assessments for demonstrating that a student has met the state 
standards for the certificate of academic achievement. The 
state board shall submit its findings and recommendations to 
the education committees of the legislature by January 10, 
2008. 

(7) The superintendent of public instruction shall adopt 
tules to implement this section. 

(8) This section expires August 31, 2022. [2019 c 252 § 
102; 2017 3rd sp.s. c 31 § 2; 2009 c 556 § 19; 2008 c 170 § 
205; 2007 c 354 § 6; 2006 c 115 § 1.] 

Effective date—2019 c 252 § 102: "Section 102 of this act is necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or sup- 


port of the state government and its existing public institutions, and takes 
effect May 15, 2019." [2019 c 252 § 505.] 


Intent—2019 c 252: See note following RCW 28A.655.250. 


Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. c 31: See note following RCW 
28A.655.061. 


Findings—Intent—2008 c 170: See RCW 28A.700.005. 


Findings—Intent—2007 c 354: See note following RCW 
28A.655.061. 


28A.655.068 Statewide high school assessment in sci- 
ence. (1) The statewide high school assessment in science 
shall be a comprehensive assessment that measures the state 
standards for the application of science and engineering prac- 
tices, disciplinary core ideas, and crosscutting concepts in the 
domains of physical sciences, life sciences, earth and space 
sciences, and engineering design. 
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(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall 
develop or adopt a science assessment in accordance with 
RCW 28A.655.070(10) that is not biased toward persons 
with different learning styles, racial or ethnic backgrounds, or 
on the basis of gender. 

(3) The superintendent of public instruction may partici- 
pate with consortia of multiple states as common student 
learning standards and assessments in science are developed. 
The superintendent of public instruction, in consultation with 
the state board of education, may modify the state learning 
standards and statewide student assessments in science, 
including the high school assessment, according to the multi- 
state common student learning standards and assessments as 
long as the education committees of the legislature have 
opportunities for review before the modifications are 
adopted, as provided under RCW 28A.655.070. 

(4) The statewide high school assessment under this sec- 
tion shall be used to demonstrate that a student meets the state 
standards in the science content area of the statewide student 
assessment until a comprehensive science assessment is 
required under RCW 28A.655.061. [2019 c 252 § 118; 2017 
3rd sp.s. c 31 § 6; 2013 2nd sp.s. c 22 § 4; 2011 Ist sp.s. c 22 
§ 3.] 

Intent—2019 c 252: See note following RCW 28A.655.250. 

Effective date—2017 3rd sp.s. c 31: See note following RCW 
28A.655.061. 

Findings—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. c 22: See note following RCW 
28A.655.061. 


Finding—Intent—2011 Ist sp.s. c 22: See note following RCW 
28A.655.061. 


28A.655.070 State learning standards—Duties of the 
superintendent of public instruction. (1) The superinten- 
dent of public instruction shall develop state learning stan- 
dards that identify the knowledge and skills all public school 
students need to know and be able to do based on the student 
learning goals in RCW 28A.150.210, develop student assess- 
ments, and implement the accountability recommendations 
and requests regarding assistance, rewards, and recognition 
of the state board of education. 

(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall: 

(a) Periodically revise the state learning standards, as 
needed, based on the student learning goals in RCW 
28A.150.210. Goals one and two shall be considered pri- 
mary. To the maximum extent possible, the superintendent 
shall integrate goal four and the knowledge and skill areas in 
the other goals in the state learning standards; and 

(b) Review and prioritize the state learning standards and 
identify, with clear and concise descriptions, the grade level 
content expectations to be assessed on the statewide student 
assessment and used for state or federal accountability pur- 
poses. The review, prioritization, and identification shall 
result in more focus and targeting with an emphasis on depth 
over breadth in the number of grade level content expecta- 
tions assessed at each grade level. Grade level content expec- 
tations shall be articulated over the grades as a sequence of 
expectations and performances that are logical, build with 
increasing depth after foundational knowledge and skills are 
acquired, and reflect, where appropriate, the sequential 
nature of the discipline. The office of the superintendent of 
public instruction, within seven working days, shall post on 
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its web site any grade level content expectations provided to 
an assessment vendor for use in constructing the statewide 
student assessment. 

(3)(a) In consultation with the state board of education, 
the superintendent of public instruction shall maintain and 
continue to develop and revise a statewide academic assess- 
ment system in the content areas of reading, writing, mathe- 
matics, and science for use in the elementary, middle, and 
high school years designed to determine if each student has 
mastered the state learning standards identified in subsection 
(1) of this section. School districts shall administer the 
assessments under guidelines adopted by the superintendent 
of public instruction. The academic assessment system may 
include a variety of assessment methods, including criterion- 
referenced and performance-based measures. 

(b) Effective with the 2009 administration of the Wash- 
ington assessment of student learning and continuing with the 
statewide student assessment, the superintendent shall rede- 
sign the assessment in the content areas of reading, mathe- 
matics, and science in all grades except high school by short- 
ening test administration and reducing the number of short 
answer and extended response questions. 

(c) By the 2014-15 school year, the superintendent of 
public instruction, in consultation with the state board of edu- 
cation, shall modify the statewide student assessment system 
to transition to assessments developed with a multistate con- 
sortium, as provided in this subsection: 

(i) The assessments developed with a multistate consor- 
tium to assess student proficiency in English language arts 
and mathematics shall be administered beginning in the 
2014-15 school year, and beginning with the graduating class 
of 2020, the assessments must be administered to students in 
the tenth grade. The reading and writing assessments shall 
not be administered by the superintendent of public instruc- 
tion or schools after the 2013-14 school year. 

(ii) The high school assessments in English language arts 
and mathematics in (c)(i) of this subsection shall be used for 
the purposes of federal and state accountability and for 
assessing student career and college readiness. 

(d) The statewide academic assessment system must also 
include the Washington access to instruction and measure- 
ment assessment for students with significant cognitive chal- 
lenges. 

(4) If the superintendent proposes any modification to 
the state learning standards or the statewide assessments, then 
the superintendent shall, upon request, provide opportunities 
for the education committees of the house of representatives 
and the senate to review the assessments and proposed modi- 
fications to the state learning standards before the modifica- 
tions are adopted. 

(5) The assessment system shall be designed so that the 
results under the assessment system are used by educators as 
tools to evaluate instructional practices, and to initiate appro- 
priate educational support for students who have not mas- 
tered the state learning standards at the appropriate periods in 
the student's educational development. 

(6) By September 2007, the results for reading and math- 
ematics shall be reported in a format that will allow parents 
and teachers to determine the academic gain a student has 
acquired in those content areas from one school year to the 
next. 
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(7) To assist parents and teachers in their efforts to pro- 
vide educational support to individual students, the superin- 
tendent of public instruction shall provide as much individual 
student performance information as possible within the con- 
straints of the assessment system's item bank. The superin- 
tendent shall also provide to school districts: 

(a) Information on classroom-based and other assess- 
ments that may provide additional achievement information 
for individual students; and 

(b) A collection of diagnostic tools that educators may 
use to evaluate the academic status of individual students. 
The tools shall be designed to be inexpensive, easily admin- 
istered, and quickly and easily scored, with results provided 
in a format that may be easily shared with parents and stu- 
dents. 

(8) To the maximum extent possible, the superintendent 
shall integrate knowledge and skill areas in development of 
the assessments. 

(9) Assessments for goals three and four of RCW 
28A.150.210 shall be integrated in the state learning stan- 
dards and assessments for goals one and two. 

(10) The superintendent shall develop assessments that 
are directly related to the state learning standards, and are not 
biased toward persons with different learning styles, racial or 
ethnic backgrounds, or on the basis of gender. 

(11) The superintendent shall review available and 
appropriate options for competency-based assessments that 
meet the state learning standards. In accordance with the 
review required by this subsection, the superintendent shall 
provide a report and recommendations to the education com- 
mittees of the house of representatives and the senate by 
November 1, 2019. 

(12) The superintendent shall consider methods to 
address the unique needs of special education students when 
developing the assessments under this section. 

(13) The superintendent shall consider methods to 
address the unique needs of highly capable students when 
developing the assessments under this section. 

(14) The superintendent shall post on the superinten- 
dent's web site lists of resources and model assessments in 
social studies, the arts, and health and fitness. 

(15) The superintendent shall integrate financial educa- 
tion skills and content knowledge into the state learning stan- 
dards pursuant to RCW 28A.300.460(2)(d). 

(16)(a) The superintendent shall notify the state board of 
education in writing before initiating the development or 
revision of the state learning standards under subsections (1) 
and (2) of this section. The notification must be provided to 
the state board of education in advance for review at a regu- 
larly scheduled or special board meeting and must include the 
following information: 

(i) The subject matter of the state learning standards; 

(ii) The reason or reasons the superintendent is initiating 
the development or revision; and 

(iii) The process and timeline that the superintendent 
intends to follow for the development or revision. 

(b) The state board of education may provide a response 
to the superintendent's notification for consideration in the 
development or revision process in (a) of this subsection. 

(c) Prior to adoption by the superintendent of any new or 
revised state learning standards, the superintendent shall sub- 
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mit the proposed new or revised state learning standards to 
the state board of education in advance in writing for review 
at a regularly scheduled or special board meeting. The state 
board of education may provide a response to the superinten- 
dent's proposal for consideration prior to final adoption. 

(17) The state board of education may propose new or 
revised state learning standards to the superintendent. The 
superintendent must respond to the state board of education's 
proposal in writing. [2019 c 252 § 119; 2018 c 177 § 401; 
2015 c 211 § 3; 2013 2nd sp.s. c 22 § 5; 2008 c 163 § 2; 2007 
c 354 § 5; 2005 c 497 § 106; 2004 c 19 § 204; 1999 c 388 § 
501.] 


Intent—2019 c 252: See note following RCW 28A.655.250. 
Finding—Intent—2018 c 177: See note following RCW 28A.305.905. 


Findings—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. c 22: See note following RCW 
28A.655.061. 


Findings—2008 c 163: "The legislature finds that, according to a recent 
report from a consultant retained by the state board of education, end-of- 
course assessments have certain advantages over comprehensive assess- 
ments such as the current form of the Washington assessment of student 
learning, and in most other areas end-of-course assessments are comparable 
to comprehensive assessments in meeting public policy objectives for a 
statewide assessment system. The legislature further finds that because the 
state's assessment contract will be renegotiated before the end of 2008, the 
2008 legislature has an opportunity to provide policy direction in the design 
of the state assessment system and the design of the Washington assessment 
of student learning." [2008 c 163 § 1.] 


Findings—Intent—2007 c 354: See note following RCW 
28A.655.061. 


Intent—Part headings not law—Effective date—2005 c 497: See 
notes following RCW 28A.305.011. 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


28A.655.071 Revised essential academic learning 
requirements—Legislative review—Implementation. (1) 
By August 2, 2010, the superintendent of public instruction 
may revise the state essential academic learning requirements 
authorized under RCW 28A.655.070 for mathematics, read- 
ing, writing, and communication by provisionally adopting a 
common set of standards for students in grades kindergarten 
through twelve. The revised state essential academic learning 
requirements may be substantially identical with the stan- 
dards developed by a multistate consortium in which Wash- 
ington participated, must be consistent with the requirements 
of RCW 28A.655.070, and may include additional standards 
if the additional standards do not exceed fifteen percent of the 
standards for each content area. However, the superintendent 
of public instruction shall not take steps to implement the 
provisionally adopted standards until the education commit- 
tees of the house of representatives and the senate have an 
opportunity to review the standards. 

(2) By January 1, 2011, the superintendent of public 
instruction shall submit to the education committees of the 
house of representatives and the senate: 

(a) A detailed comparison of the provisionally adopted 
standards and the state essential academic learning require- 
ments as of June 10, 2010, including the comparative level of 
rigor and specificity of the standards and the implications of 
any identified differences; and 

(b) An estimated timeline and costs to the state and to 
school districts to implement the provisionally adopted stan- 
dards, including providing necessary training, realignment of 
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curriculum, adjustment of state assessments, and other 
actions. 

(3) The superintendent may implement the revisions to 
the essential academic learning requirements under this sec- 


tion after the 2011 legislative session unless otherwise 
directed by the legislature. [2010 c 235 § 601.] 


Finding—2010 c 235: See note following RCW 28A.405.245. 


28A.655.075 Essential academic learning require- 
ments and grade level expectations for educational tech- 
nology literacy and technology fluency—Assessments— 
Reports. (1) Within funds specifically appropriated therefor, 
by December 1, 2008, the superintendent of public instruc- 
tion shall develop essential academic learning requirements 
and grade level expectations for educational technology liter- 
acy and technology fluency that identify the knowledge and 
skills that all public school students need to know and be able 
to do in the areas of technology and technology literacy. The 
development process shall include a review of current stan- 
dards that have been developed or are used by other states 
and national and international technology associations. To 
the maximum extent possible, the superintendent shall inte- 
grate goal four and the knowledge and skill areas in the other 
goals in the technology essential academic learning require- 
ments. 

(a) As used in this section, "technology literacy" means 
the ability to responsibly, creatively, and effectively use 
appropriate technology to communicate; access, collect, 
manage, integrate, and evaluate information; solve problems 
and create solutions; build and share knowledge; and 
improve and enhance learning in all subject areas and experi- 
ences. 

(b) Technology fluency builds upon technology literacy 
and is demonstrated when students: Apply technology to 
real-world experiences; adapt to changing technologies; 
modify current and create new technologies; and personalize 
technology to meet personal needs, interests, and learning 
styles. 

(2)(a) Within funds specifically appropriated therefor, 
the superintendent shall obtain or develop education technol- 
ogy assessments that may be administered in the elementary, 
middle, and high school grades to assess the essential aca- 
demic learning requirements for technology. The assess- 
ments shall be designed to be classroom or project-based so 
that they can be embedded in classroom instruction and be 
administered and scored by school staff throughout the regu- 
lar school year using consistent scoring criteria and proce- 
dures. By the 2010-11 school year, these assessments shall be 
made available to school districts for the districts' voluntary 
use. If a school district uses the assessments created under 
this section, then the school district shall notify the superin- 
tendent of public instruction of the use. The superintendent 
shall report annually to the legislature on the number of 
school districts that use the assessments each school year. 

(b) Beginning December 1, 2010, and annually thereaf- 
ter, the superintendent of public instruction shall provide a 
report to the relevant legislative committees regarding the use 
of the assessments. [2007 c 396 § 16; (2009 c 556 § 15 
expired July 1, 2011).] 

Finding—Intent—2007 c 396: See note following RCW 28A.188.020. 
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Essential academic learning requirements and grade level expectations— 
Revised standards and curricula for mathematics and science—Duties 
of the state board of education and the superintendent of public 
instruction: RCW 28A.305.215. 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


28A.655.080 Washington kindergarten inventory of 
developing skills—Implementation and administration— 
Work group—Reports—Grants—Waivers. (1) To the 
extent funds are available, beginning in the 2012-13 school 
year, the Washington kindergarten inventory of developing 
skills shall be administered at the beginning of the school 
year to all students enrolled in state-funded full-day kinder- 
garten programs under RCW 28A.150.315 with the exception 
of students who have been excused from participation by 
their parents or guardians. 

(2)(a) The superintendent of public instruction, in con- 
sultation with the department of children, youth, and families, 
shall convene a work group to provide: 

(i) Input and recommendations with respect to imple- 
mentation of the Washington kindergarten inventory of 
developing skills; 

(ii) Recommendations regarding the optimum way to 
administer the Washington kindergarten inventory of devel- 
oping skills to children in half-day kindergarten while ensur- 
ing that they receive the maximum instruction as required in 
*RCW 28A.150.205; and 

(iii) Recommendations with respect to achieving the 
goal of replacing assessments currently required by school 
districts with the Washington kindergarten inventory of 
developing skills. 

(b) The work group shall include: 

(i) One representative from the office of the superinten- 
dent of public instruction; 

(ii) One representative from the department of children, 
youth, and families; 

(iii) One representative from the nongovernmental pri- 
vate-public partnership defined in RCW 43.216.010; 

(iv) Five representatives, including both teachers and 
principals, from school districts that participated in the pilot 
project, with every effort made to make sure that there is rep- 
resentation from across the state; 

(v) Two parents who are familiar with and participated in 
the Washington kindergarten inventory of developing skills 
pilot during the 2010-11 school year; and 

(vi) A representative from an independent, nonprofit 
children and family services organization with a main cam- 
pus in North Bend, Washington. 

(c) The work group may solicit input from people who 
are recent implementers of the Washington kindergarten 
inventory of developing skills. 

(d) A preliminary report and recommendations shall be 
submitted to the education committees of the senate and the 
house of representatives by December 1, 2012. A subsequent 
report and recommendations shall be submitted to the educa- 
tion committees of the senate and the house of representa- 
tives by December 1, 2013, and annually by December 1st 
thereafter. 

(e) The work group shall terminate upon full statewide 
implementation of all-day kindergarten. 
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(3) To the extent funds are available, additional support 
in the form of implementation grants shall be offered to 
schools on a schedule to be determined by the office of the 
superintendent of public instruction, in consultation with the 
department of children, youth, and families. 

(4) Until full statewide implementation of all-day kin- 
dergarten programs, the superintendent of public instruction, 
in consultation with the secretary of the department of chil- 
dren, youth, and families, may grant annual, renewable waiv- 
ers from the requirement of subsection (1) of this section to 
administer the Washington kindergarten inventory of devel- 
oping skills. A school district seeking a waiver for one or 
more of its schools must submit an application to the office of 
the superintendent of public instruction that includes: 

(a) A description of the kindergarten readiness assess- 
ment and transition processes that it proposes to administer 
instead of the Washington kindergarten inventory of develop- 
ing skills; 

(b) An explanation of why the administration of the 
Washington kindergarten inventory of developing skills 
would be unduly burdensome; and 

(c) An explanation of how administration of the alterna- 
tive kindergarten readiness assessment will support social- 
emotional, physical, and cognitive growth and development 
of individual children; support early learning provider and 
parent involvement; and inform instruction. [2018 c 58 § 1; 
2012 c 51 § 2.] 

*Reviser's note: The reference to RCW 28A.150.205, which contains 
the definition of "instructional hours," appears to be erroneous. 


Effective date—2018 c 58: "This act takes effect July 1, 2018." [2018 c 
58 § 82.] 


28A.655.090 Statewide student assessment—Report- 
ing requirements. (1) By September 10, 1998, and by Sep- 
tember 10th each year thereafter, the superintendent of public 
instruction shall report to schools, school districts, and the 
legislature on the results of the statewide student assessment. 

(2) The reports shall include the assessment results by 
school and school district, and include changes over time. For 
the statewide student assessment, results shall be reported as 
follows: 

(a) The percentage of students meeting the standards; 

(b) The percentage of students performing at each level 
of the assessment; 

(c) Disaggregation of results by at least the following 
subgroups of students: White, Black, Hispanic, American 
Indian/Alaskan Native, Asian, Pacific Islander/Hawatian 
Native, low income, transitional bilingual, migrant, special 
education, and, beginning with the 2009-10 school year, stu- 
dents covered by section 504 of the federal rehabilitation act 
of 1973, as amended (29 U.S.C. Sec. 794); and 

(d) A learning improvement index that shows changes in 
student performance within the different levels of student 
learning reported on the statewide student assessment. 

(3) The reports shall contain data regarding the different 
characteristics of schools, such as poverty levels, percent of 
English as a second language students, dropout rates, atten- 
dance, percent of students in special education, and student 
mobility so that districts and schools can learn from the 
improvement efforts of other schools and districts with simi- 
lar characteristics. 
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(4) The reports shall contain student scores on mandated 
tests by comparable Washington schools of similar character- 
istics. 

(5) The reports shall contain information on public 
school choice options available to students, including voca- 
tional education. 

(6) The reports shall be posted on the superintendent of 
public instruction's internet web site. 

(7) To protect the privacy of students, the results of 
schools and districts that test fewer than ten students in a 
grade level shall not be reported. In addition, in order to 
ensure that results are reported accurately, the superintendent 
of public instruction shall maintain the confidentiality of 
statewide data files until the superintendent determines that 
the data are complete and accurate. 

(8) The superintendent of public instruction shall moni- 
tor the percentage and number of special education and lim- 
ited English-proficient students exempted from taking the 
assessments by schools and school districts to ensure the 
exemptions are in compliance with exemption guidelines. 
[2019 c 252 § 120; 2008 c 165 § 3; 1999 c 388 § 301; 1998 c 
319 § 301. Formerly RCW 28A.630.889.] 

Intent—2019 c 252: See note following RCW 28A.655.250. 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


28A.655.095 Students with cognitive disabilities— 
Alternative assessment system. The office of the superin- 
tendent of public instruction shall continue to actively collab- 
orate with teachers and directors of special education pro- 
grams in the development and implementation of a process to 
transition from the current portfolio system of assessment of 
students with significant cognitive challenges to a perfor- 
mance task-based alternative assessment system based on 
state standards. Before such time as a new assessment 
becomes available, and within existing resources, the office 
of the superintendent of public instruction shall coordinate 
efforts to: Align academic goals in a student's individualized 
education program with the current statewide assessment sys- 
tem by identifying detailed statewide alternate achievement 
benchmarks for use by teachers in the current portfolio sys- 
tem; develop a transparent and reliable scoring process; effi- 
ciently use technology; and develop a sensible approval pro- 
cess to shorten the time involved in developing and collecting 
current assessment data for students with significant cogni- 
tive disabilities. [2011 c 75 § 2.] 

Findings—2011 c 75: "The legislature finds that: 

(1) One of the difficult issues facing states and school districts through- 
out the country is the meaningful inclusion of students with significant cog- 
nitive challenges in their current state assessment and accountability sys- 
tems. 

(2) Assessment and accountability systems provide valuable informa- 
tion to parents and educators, and all students deserve a system that encour- 
ages them to meaningfully access and make progress in the general educa- 
tion curriculum. Nevertheless, assessing the academic knowledge and skills 
of students with unique and significant cognitive disabilities can be challeng- 
ing concerning the student's access to and progress in the general education 
curriculum. Furthermore, the development of meaningful assessment portfo- 
lios in the current system can be extremely time-consuming for both teachers 


and students, provide limited information for parents, and include question- 
able test and measurement practices." [2011 c 75 § 1.] 


28A.655.100 Performance goals—Reporting 
requirements. Each school district board of directors shall: 
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(1)(a) Annually report to parents and to the community 
in a public meeting and annually report in writing the follow- 
ing information: 

(i) District-wide and school-level performance improve- 
ment goals; 

(ii) Student performance relative to the goals; and 

(iii) District-wide and school-level plans to achieve the 
goals, including curriculum and instruction, parental or 
guardian involvement, and resources available to parents and 
guardians to help students meet the state standards; 

(b) Report annually in a news release to the local media 
the district's progress toward meeting the district-wide and 
school-level goals; and 

(c) Include the school-level goals, student performance 
relative to the goals, and a summary of school-level plans to 
achieve the goals in each school's annual school performance 
report under RCW 28A.655.110. 

(2) School districts in which ten or fewer students in the 
district or in a school in the district are eligible to be assessed 
in a grade level are not required to report numerical improve- 
ment goals and performance relative to the goals, but are 
required to report to parents and the community their plans to 
improve student achievement. [1999 c 388 § 302.] 


28A.655.110 Annual school performance report— 
Model report form. (1) Beginning with the 1994-95 school 
year, to provide the local community and electorate with 
access to information on the educational programs in the 
schools in the district, each school shall publish annually a 
school performance report and deliver the report to each par- 
ent with children enrolled in the school and make the report 
available to the community served by the school. The annual 
performance report shall be in a form that can be easily 
understood and be used by parents, guardians, and other 
members of the community who are not professional educa- 
tors to make informed educational decisions. As data from 
the assessments in *RCW 28A.655.060 becomes available, 
the annual performance report should enable parents, educa- 
tors, and school board members to determine whether stu- 
dents in the district's schools are attaining mastery of the stu- 
dent learning goals under RCW 28A.150.210, and other 
important facts about the schools' performance in assisting 
students to learn. The annual report shall make comparisons 
to a school's performance in preceding years, student perfor- 
mance relative to the goals and the percentage of students 
performing at each level of the assessment, a comparison of 
student performance at each level of the assessment to the 
previous year's performance, and information regarding 
school-level plans to achieve the goals. 

(2) The annual performance report shall include, but not 
be limited to: (a) A brief statement of the mission of the 
school and the school district; (b) enrollment statistics includ- 
ing student demographics; (c) expenditures per pupil for the 
school year; (d) a summary of student scores on all mandated 
tests; (e) a concise annual budget report; (f) student atten- 
dance, graduation, and dropout rates; (g) information regard- 
ing the use and condition of the school building or buildings; 
(h) a brief description of the learning improvement plans for 
the school; (i) a summary of the feedback from parents and 
community members obtained under RCW 28A.655.115; 
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and (j) an invitation to all parents and citizens to participate in 
school activities. 

(3) The superintendent of public instruction shall 
develop by June 30, 1994, and update periodically, a model 
report form, which shall also be adapted for computers, that 
schools may use to meet the requirements of subsections (1) 
and (2) of this section. In order to make school performance 
reports broadly accessible to the public, the superintendent of 
public instruction, to the extent feasible, shall make informa- 
tion on each school's report available on or through the super- 
intendent's internet web site. [2010 c 235 § 703; 1999 c 388 
§ 303; 1993 c 336 § 1006. Formerly RCW 28A.320.205.] 

*Reviser's note: RCW 28A.655.060 was repealed by 2004 c 19 § 206. 
Finding—2010 c 235: See note following RCW 28A.405.245. 


Findings—Intent—Part headings not law—1993 c 336: See notes 
following RCW 28A.150.210. 


Findings—1993 c 336: See note following RCW 28A.150.210. 


28A.655.115 Outreach and feedback—Working 
group—Model feedback tools and strategies. (1) Begin- 
ning with the 2010-11 school year, each school shall conduct 
outreach and seek feedback from a broad and diverse range of 
parents, other individuals, and organizations in the commu- 
nity regarding their experiences with the school. The school 
shall summarize the responses in its annual report under 
RCW 28A.655.110. 

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction 
shall create a working group with representatives of organi- 
zations representing parents, teachers, and principals as well 
as diverse communities. The working group shall also 
include a representative from the *achievement gap oversight 
and accountability committee. By September 1, 2010, the 
working group shall develop model feedback tools and strat- 
egies that school districts may use to facilitate the feedback 
process required in subsection (1) of this section. The model 
tools and strategies are intended to provide assistance to 
school districts. School districts are encouraged to adapt the 
models or develop unique tools and strategies that best fit the 
circumstances in their communities. [2010 c 235 § 702.] 

*Reviser's note: The "achievement gap oversight and accountability 


committee" was renamed the "educational opportunity gap oversight and 
accountability committee" by 2011 Ist sp.s. c 21 § 33. 


Finding—2010 c 235: See note following RCW 28A.405.245. 


28A.655.130 Accountability implementation funds. 
(1) To the extent funds are appropriated, the office of the 
superintendent of public instruction annually shall allocate 
accountability implementation funds to school districts. The 
purposes of the funds are to: Develop and update student 
learning improvement plans; implement curriculum materials 
and instructional strategies; provide staff professional devel- 
opment to implement the selected curricula and instruction; 
develop and implement assessment strategies and training in 
assessment scoring; and fund other activities intended to 
improve student learning for all students, including students 
with diverse needs. Activities funded by the allocations must 
be consistent with the school or district improvement plan, 
designed to improve the ability of teachers and other instruc- 
tional certificated and classified staff to assist students in 
meeting the essential academic learning requirements, and 
designed to achieve state and local accountability goals. 


(2020 Ed.) 


28A.655.150 


Activities funded by the allocations shall be designed to pro- 
tect the teachers' instructional time with students and mini- 
mize the use of substitute teachers. 

(2) Schools receiving funds shall develop, update as 
needed, and keep on file a school student learning improve- 
ment plan to achieve the student learning goals and essential 
academic learning requirements and to implement the assess- 
ment system as it is developed. The plan shall delineate how 
the accountability implementation funds will be used to 
accomplish the requirements of this section. The plan shall be 
made available to the public and to others upon request. 

(3) The amount of allocations shall be determined in the 
omnibus appropriations act. 

(4) The state schools for the deaf and blind are eligible to 
receive allocations under this section. 

(5) The superintendent of public instruction may adopt 
timelines and rules as necessary under chapter 34.05 RCW to 
administer the program, and require that schools and districts 
submit reports regarding the use of the funds. [1999 c 388 § 
402.] 


28A.655.140 Technical assistance. (1) In order to 
increase the availability and quality of technical assistance 
statewide, the superintendent of public instruction, subject to 
available funding, may employ school improvement coordi- 
nators and school improvement specialists to provide assis- 
tance to schools and districts. The improvement specialists 
shall serve on a rotating basis and shall not be permanent 
employees. 

(2) The types of assistance provided by the improvement 
coordinators and specialists may include, but need not be lim- 
ited to: 

(a) Assistance to schools to use student performance data 
and develop improvement plans based on those data; 

(b) Consultation with schools and districts concerning 
their performance on the Washington assessment of student 
learning and other assessments; 

(c) Consultation concerning curricula that aligns with the 
essential academic learning requirements and the Washing- 
ton assessment of student learning and that meets the needs of 
diverse learners; 

(d) Assistance in the identification and implementation 
of research-based instructional practices; 

(e) Staff training that emphasizes effective instructional 
strategies and classroom-based assessment; 

(f) Assistance in developing and implementing family 
and community involvement programs; and 

(g) Other assistance to schools and school districts 
intended to improve student learning. [1999 c 388 § 403.] 


28A.655.150 Consolidation of requirements for cate- 
gorical grant programs—Use of electronic applications 
and reporting. The superintendent of public instruction, in 
consultation with school district personnel, shall consolidate 
and streamline the planning, application, and reporting 
requirements for major state and federal categorical and grant 
programs. The superintendent also shall take actions to 
increase the use of online electronic applications and report- 
ing. [1999 c 388 § 602.] 
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28A.655.180 Waivers for educational restructuring 
programs. (1) The state board of education may grant waiv- 
ers to districts from the provisions of statutes or rules relating 
to: The length of the school year; student-to-teacher ratios; 
and other administrative rules that in the opinion of the state 
board of education may need to be waived in order for a dis- 
trict to implement a plan for restructuring its educational pro- 
gram or the educational program of individual schools within 
the district. 

(2) The state board of education may adopt rules estab- 
lishing the waiver application process under this section. 
[2018 c 177 § 507; (2018 c 177 § 506 expired June 30, 2019); 
(2012 c 53 § 9 expired June 30, 2019); (2011 c 260 § 9 
expired June 30, 2019); 2009 c 543 § 3; (1997 c 431 § 23 
expired June 30, 1999); 1995 c 208 § 1. Formerly RCW 
28A.630.945.] 


Expiration date—2018 c 177 § 506: "Section 506 of this act expires 
June 30, 2019." [2018 c 177 § 704.] 


Effective dates—2018 c 177 §§ 201, 202, 501-504, 507, and 701: See 
note following RCW 28A.150.222. 


Finding—Intent—2018 c 177: See note following RCW 28A.305.905. 


Finding—Intent—2009 c 543: "The legislature continues to support 
school districts seeking innovations to further the educational experiences of 
students and staff while also realizing increased efficiencies in day-to-day 
operations. School districts have suggested that efficiencies in heating, light- 
ing, or maintenance expenses could be possible if districts were given the 
ability to create a more flexible calendar. Furthermore, the legislature finds 
that a flexible calendar could be beneficial to student learning by allowing 
for the use of the unscheduled days for professional development activities, 
planning, tutoring, special programs, parent conferences, and athletic events. 
A flexible calendar also has the potential to ease the burden of long com- 
mutes on students in rural areas and to lower absenteeism. 

School districts in several western states have operated on a four-day 
school week and report increased efficiencies, family support, and reduced 
absenteeism, with no negative impact on student learning. Small rural school 
districts in particular could benefit due to their high per-pupil costs for trans- 
portation and utilities. Therefore, the legislature intends to provide increased 
flexibility to a limited number of school districts to explore the potential 
value of operating on a flexible calendar, so long as adequate safeguards are 
put in place to prevent any negative impact on student learning." [2009 c 543 


§ 1] 


28A.655.185 Intent—Apple award program. (1) It is 
the intent of the legislature, through the creation of the apple 
award, to honor and reward students in Washington's public 
elementary schools who have shown significant improve- 
ment in their school's results on the statewide student assess- 
ment. 

(2) The apple award program is created to honor and 
reward public elementary schools that have the greatest com- 
bined average increase in the percentage of students meeting 
the fourth grade reading, mathematics, and writing standards 
on the statewide student assessment each school year. Begin- 
ning in the 2014-15 school year, the award shall be based on 
the percentage of students meeting the fourth grade English 
language arts and mathematics standards. The program shall 
be administered by the superintendent of public instruction. 

(3) Within the amounts appropriated for this purpose, 
each school that receives an apple award shall be provided 
with a twenty-five thousand dollar grant to be used for capital 
construction purposes that have been selected by students in 
the school and approved by the district's school directors. The 
funds may be used exclusively for capital construction proj- 
ects on school property or on other public property in the 


[Title 28A —page 390] 


Title 283A RCW: Common School Provisions 


community, city, or county in which the school is located. 
[2013 2nd sp.s. c 22 § 9; 2005 c 495 § 1.] 


Findings—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. c 22: See note following RCW 
28A.655.061. 


28A.655.200 Norm-referenced assessments—Diag- 
nostic assessments. (1) The legislature intends to permit 
school districts to offer norm-referenced assessments, make 
diagnostic tools available to school districts, and provide 
funding for diagnostic assessments to enhance student learn- 
ing at all grade levels and provide early intervention before 
the high school statewide student assessment. 

(2) In addition to the diagnostic assessments provided 
under this section, school districts may, at their own expense, 
administer norm-referenced assessments to students. 

(3) Subject to the availability of amounts appropriated 
for this purpose, the office of the superintendent of public 
instruction shall post on its web site for voluntary use by 
school districts, a guide of diagnostic assessments. The 
assessments in the guide, to the extent possible, shall include 
the characteristics listed in subsection (4) of this section. 

(4) Subject to the availability of amounts appropriated 
for this purpose, beginning September 1, 2007, the office of 
the superintendent of public instruction shall make diagnostic 
assessments in reading, writing, mathematics, and science in 
elementary, middle, and high school grades available to 
school districts. Subject to funds appropriated for this pur- 
pose, the office of the superintendent of public instruction 
shall also provide funding to school districts for administra- 
tion of diagnostic assessments to help improve student learn- 
ing, identify academic weaknesses, enhance student planning 
and guidance, and develop targeted instructional strategies to 
assist students before the high school statewide student 
assessment. To the greatest extent possible, the assessments 
shall be: 

(a) Aligned to the state's grade level expectations; 

(b) Individualized to each student's performance level; 

(c) Administered efficiently to provide results either 
immediately or within two weeks; 

(d) Capable of measuring individual student growth over 
time and allowing student progress to be compared to other 
students across the country; 

(e) Readily available to parents; and 

(f) Cost-effective. 

(5) The office of the superintendent of public instruction 
shall offer training at statewide and regional staff develop- 
ment activities in: 

(a) The interpretation of diagnostic assessments; and 

(b) Application of instructional strategies that will 
increase student learning based on diagnostic assessment 
data. [2019 c 252 § 121; 2009 c 539 § 1; 2007 c 354 § 8; 2006 
c 117 § 4; 2005 c 217 § 2.] 

Intent—2019 c 252: See note following RCW 28A.655.250. 


Findings—Intent—2007 c 354: See note following RCW 
28A.655.061. 


Intent—2006 c 117: See note following RCW 28A.600.045. 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


28A.655.210 K-12 education data improvement sys- 
tem. (1) It is the legislature's intent to establish a comprehen- 
sive K-12 education data improvement system for financial, 
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student, and educator data. The objective of the system is to 
monitor student progress, have information on the quality of 
the educator workforce, monitor and analyze the costs of pro- 
grams, provide for financial integrity and accountability, and 
have the capability to link across these various data compo- 
nents by student, by class, by teacher, by school, by district, 
and statewide. Education data systems must be flexible and 
able to adapt to evolving needs for information, but there 
must be an objective and orderly data governance process for 
determining when changes are needed and how to implement 
them. It is the further intent of the legislature to provide inde- 
pendent review and evaluation of a comprehensive K-12 edu- 
cation data improvement system by assigning the review and 
monitoring responsibilities to the education data center and 
the legislative evaluation and accountability program com- 
mittee. 

(2) It is the intent that the data system specifically ser- 
vice reporting requirements for teachers, parents, superinten- 
dents, school boards, the legislature, the office of the superin- 
tendent of public instruction, and the public. 

(3) It is the legislature's intent that the K-12 education 
data improvement system used by school districts and the 
state include but not be limited to the following information 
and functionality: 

(a) Comprehensive educator information, including 
grade level and courses taught, building or location, program, 
job assignment, years of experience, the institution of higher 
education from which the educator obtained his or her 
degree, compensation, class size, mobility of class popula- 
tion, socioeconomic data of class, number of languages and 
which languages are spoken by students, general resources 
available for curriculum and other classroom needs, and 
number and type of instructional support staff in the building; 

(b) The capacity to link educator assignment information 
with educator certification information such as certification 
number, type of certification, route to certification, certifica- 
tion program, and certification assessment or evaluation 
scores; 

(c) Common coding of secondary courses and major 
areas of study at the elementary level or standard coding of 
course content; 

(d) Robust student information, including but not limited 
to student characteristics, course and program enrollment, 
performance on statewide and district summative and forma- 
tive assessments to the extent district assessments are used, 
and performance on college readiness tests; 

(e) A subset of student information elements to serve as 
a dropout early warning system; 

(f) The capacity to link educator information with stu- 
dent information; 

(g) A common, standardized structure for reporting the 
costs of programs at the school and district level with a focus 
on the cost of services delivered to students; 

(h) Separate accounting of state, federal, and local reve- 
nues and costs; 

(i) Information linking state funding formulas to school 
district budgeting and accounting, including procedures: 

(i) To support the accuracy and auditing of financial 
data; and 

(ii) Using the prototypical school model for school dis- 
trict financial accounting reporting; 
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(j) The capacity to link program cost information with 
student performance information to gauge the cost-effective- 
ness of programs; 

(k) Information that is centrally accessible and updated 
regularly; and 

(1) An anonymous, nonidentifiable replicated copy of 
data that is updated at least quarterly, and made available to 
the public by the state. 

(4) It is the legislature's goal that all school districts have 
the capability to collect state-identified common data and 
export it in a standard format to support a statewide K-12 
education data improvement system under this section. 

(5) It is the legislature's intent that the K-12 education 
data improvement system be developed to provide the capa- 
bility to make reports as required under RCW 28A.300.507 
available. 

(6) It is the legislature's intent that school districts collect 
and report new data elements to satisfy the requirements of 
RCW 43.41.400, this section, and RCW 28A.300.507, only 
to the extent funds are available for this purpose. [2009 c 548 
§ 202.] 

Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981. 
Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270. 
Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130. 


28A.655.220 Washington kindergarten inventory of 
developing skills—Fairness and bias review. Before 
implementing the Washington kindergarten inventory of 
developing skills as provided under RCW 28A.150.315, the 
superintendent of public instruction and the department of 
children, youth, and families must assure that a fairness and 
bias review of the assessment process has been conducted, 
including providing an opportunity for input from the educa- 
tional opportunity gap oversight and accountability commit- 
tee under RCW 28A.300.136 and from an additional diverse 
group of community representatives, parents, and educators 
to be convened by the superintendent and the secretary of the 
department. [2018 c 58 § 28; 2011 c 340 § 2.] 

Effective date—2018 c 58: See note following RCW 28A.655.080. 


28A.655.230 Reading skills—Meeting for grade 
placement and strategies for student improvement— 
Exemptions. (1) The definitions in this subsection apply 
throughout this section and RCW 28A.655.235 unless the 
context clearly requires otherwise. 

(a) "Basic" means a score on the statewide student 
assessment at a level two in a four-level scoring system. 

(b) "Below basic" means a score on the statewide student 
assessment at a level one in a four-level scoring system. 

(c) "Not meet the state standard" means a score on the 
statewide student assessment at either a level one or a level 
two in a four-level scoring system. 

(2) Prior to the return of the results of the statewide stu- 
dent assessment in English language arts, elementary schools 
shall require meetings between teachers and parents of stu- 
dents in third grade who are reading below grade-level or 
who, based on formative or diagnostic assessment, and other 
indicators, are likely to score in the below basic level on the 
third grade statewide student assessment in English language 
arts. At the meeting, the teacher shall inform the parents or 
guardians of the requirements of this section and the inten- 
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sive reading improvement strategies that will be available to 
students before fourth grade. The teacher also shall inform 
the parents and guardians of the school district's grade place- 
ment policy for the following year. Schools that have regu- 
larly scheduled parent teacher conferences may use those 
meetings to comply with this section. 

(3) For students to be placed in fourth grade, the strate- 
gies provided by the school district must include an intensive 
improvement strategy provided, supported, or contracted by 
the school district that includes a summer program or other 
options developed to meet the needs of students to prepare for 
fourth grade. 

(4) If a student in third grade scores below grade level on 
the third grade statewide student assessment in English lan- 
guage arts, and there was no meeting under subsection (2) of 
this section, the principal or his or her designee shall notify 
the student's parents or guardians of the following: 

(a) The below basic score; 

(b) An explanation of the requirements of this section; 

(c) The intensive improvement strategy options that are 
available; 

(d) The school district's grade placement policy; 

(e) Contact information for a school district employee 
who can respond to questions and provide additional infor- 
mation; and 

(f) A reasonable deadline for obtaining the parent's con- 
sent regarding the student's intensive improvement strategies 
that will be implemented and the student's grade placement. 

(5) The parent's or guardian's consent must be obtained 
regarding the appropriate grade placement and the intensive 
improvement strategy to be implemented. The school district 
must implement the strategy selected in consultation with the 
student's parents or guardians. If the school district does not 
receive a response from a parent by the deadline or a reason- 
able time thereafter, the principal or his or her designee shall 
make a decision on the student's grade placement for the fol- 
lowing year and the intensive improvement strategies that 
will be implemented during the following school year. 

(6) If the school principal and parent cannot agree on the 
appropriate grade placement and improvement strategies 
from the list of available options, the parent's request will be 
honored. 

(7) If a student does not have a score in English language 
arts on the third grade statewide student assessment but the 
district determines, or is able to anticipate from, using district 
or classroom-based formative or diagnostic assessments or 
another standardized assessment, that the student's perfor- 
mance is equivalent to below basic in English language arts, 
the policy in subsections (2) through (6) of this section 
applies. 

(8) Students participating in the transitional bilingual 
instruction program are exempt from the policy in subsec- 
tions (2) through (6) of this section, unless the student has 
participated in the transitional bilingual instruction program 
for three school years and receives a score of below basic on 
the third grade statewide student assessment in English lan- 
guage arts. 

(9) Students with disabilities whose individualized edu- 
cation program includes specially designed instruction in 
reading or English language arts are exempt from subsections 
(2) through (8) of this section. Communication and consulta- 
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tion with parents or guardians of such students shall occur 
through the individualized education program process 
required under chapter 28A.155 RCW and associated admin- 
istrative rules. [2015 c 125 § 1; 2013 2nd sp.s. c 18 § 105.] 
Effective date—2015 c 125: "This act is necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state gov- 


ernment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect immediately 
[April 25, 2015]." [2015 c 125 § 2.] 


Application—Enforcement of laws protecting health and safety— 
2013 2nd sp.s. c 18: See note following RCW 28A.600.022. 


28A.655.235 Reading skills—Intensive reading and 
literacy improvement strategy—Calculation of tested stu- 
dents at or below basic on third grade student assess- 
ment—State menu of best practices. (1)(a) Beginning in 
the 2015-16 school year, except as otherwise provided in this 
subsection (1), for any student who received a score of basic 
or below basic on the third grade statewide student assess- 
ment in English language arts in the previous school year, the 
school district must implement an intensive reading and liter- 
acy improvement strategy from a state menu of best practices 
established in accordance with subsection (3) of this section 
or an alternative strategy in accordance with subsection (4) of 
this section. 

(b) Reading and literacy improvement strategies for stu- 
dents with disabilities whose individualized education pro- 
gram includes specially designed instruction in reading or 
English language arts shall be as provided in the individual- 
ized education program. 

(2)(a) Also beginning in the 2015-16 school year, in any 
school where more than forty percent of the tested students 
received a score of basic or below basic on the third grade 
statewide student assessment in English language arts in the 
previous school year, as calculated under this subsection (2), 
the school district must implement an intensive reading and 
literacy improvement strategy from a state menu of best prac- 
tices established in accordance with subsection (3) of this 
section or an alternative strategy in accordance with subsec- 
tion (4) of this section for all students in grades kindergarten 
through four at the school. 

(b) For the purposes of this subsection (2), the office of 
the superintendent of public instruction shall exclude the fol- 
lowing from the calculation of a school's percentage of tested 
students receiving a score of basic or below basic on the third 
grade statewide student assessment: 

(i) Students enrolled in the transitional bilingual instruc- 
tion program unless the student has participated in the transi- 
tional bilingual instruction program for three school years; 

(ii) Students with disabilities whose individualized edu- 
cation program specifies a different standard to measure 
reading performance than is required for the statewide stu- 
dent assessment; and 

(iii) Schools with fewer than ten students in third grade. 

(3) The office of the superintendent of public instruction 
shall convene a panel of experts, including the Washington 
state institute for public policy, to develop a state menu of 
best practices and strategies for intensive reading and literacy 
improvement designed to assist struggling students in reach- 
ing grade level in reading by the end of fourth grade. The 
state menu must also include best practices and strategies to 
improve the reading and literacy of students who are English 
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language learners and for system improvements that schools 
and school districts can implement to improve reading 
instruction for all students. The office of the superintendent 
of public instruction shall publish the state menu by July 1, 
2014, and update the state menu by each July 1st thereafter. 

(4) School districts may use an alternative practice or 
strategy that is not on a state menu developed under subsec- 
tion (3) of this section for two school years initially. If the 
district is able to demonstrate improved outcomes for partic- 
ipating students over the previous two school years at a level 
commensurate with the best practices and strategies on the 
state menu, the office of the superintendent of public instruc- 
tion must approve use of the alternative practice or strategy 
by the district for one additional school year. Subsequent 
annual approval by the superintendent of public instruction to 
use the alternative practice or strategy is dependent on the 
district continuing to demonstrate an increase in improved 
outcomes for participating students. [2013 2nd sp.s. c 18 § 
106.] 


Application—Enforcement of laws protecting health and safety— 
2013 2nd sp.s. c 18: See note following RCW 28A.600.022. 


28A.655.250 Graduation pathway options. (1)(a) 
Beginning with the class of 2020, graduation from a public 
high school and the earning of a high school diploma must 
include the following: 

(i) Satisfying the graduation requirements established by 
the state board of education under RCW 28A.230.090 and 
any graduation requirements established by the applicable 
public high school or school district; 

(ii) Satisfying credit requirements for graduation; 

(iii) Demonstrating career and college readiness through 
completion of the high school and beyond plan as required by 
RCW 28A.230.090; and 

(iv) Meeting the requirements of at least one graduation 
pathway option established in this section. The pathway 
options established in this section are intended to provide a 
student with multiple pathways to graduating with a mean- 
ingful high school diploma that are tailored to the goals of the 
student. A student may choose to pursue one or more of the 
pathway options under (b) of this subsection, but any path- 
way option used by a student to demonstrate career and col- 
lege readiness must be in alignment with the student's high 
school and beyond plan. 

(b) The following graduation pathway options may be 
used to demonstrate career and college readiness in accor- 
dance with (a)(iv) of this subsection: 

(i) Meet or exceed the graduation standard established by 
the state board of education under RCW 28A.305.130 on the 
statewide high school assessments in English language arts 
and mathematics as provided for under RCW 28A.655.070; 

(ii) Complete and qualify for college credit in dual credit 
courses in English language arts and mathematics. For the 
purposes of this subsection, "dual credit course" means a 
course in which a student qualifies for college and high 
school credit in English language arts or mathematics upon 
successfully completing the course; 

(iii) Earn high school credit in a high school transition 
course in English language arts and mathematics, an example 
of which includes a bridge to college course. For the purposes 
of this subsection (1)(b)(iii), "high school transition course" 
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means an English language arts or mathematics course 
offered in high school where successful completion by a high 
school student ensures the student college-level placement at 
participating institutions of higher education as defined in 
RCW 28B.10.016. High school transition courses must sat- 
isfy core or elective credit graduation requirements estab- 
lished by the state board of education. A student's successful 
completion of a high school transition course does not entitle 
the student to be admitted to an institution of higher educa- 
tion as defined in RCW 28B.10.016; 

(iv) Earn high school credit, with a C+ grade, or receiv- 
ing a three or higher on the AP exam, or equivalent, in AP, 
international baccalaureate, or Cambridge international 
courses in English language arts and mathematics; or receiv- 
ing a four or higher on international baccalaureate exams. For 
English language arts, successfully completing any of the fol- 
lowing courses meets the standard: AP English language and 
composition literature, macroeconomics, microeconomics, 
psychology, United States history, world history, United 
States government and politics, or comparative government 
and politics; or any of the international baccalaureate individ- 
uals and societies courses. For mathematics, successfully 
completing any of the following courses meets the standard: 
AP statistics, computer science, computer science principles, 
or calculus; or any of the international baccalaureate mathe- 
matics courses; 

(v) Meet or exceed the scores established by the state 
board of education for the mathematics portion and the read- 
ing, English, or writing portion of the SAT or ACT; 

(vi) Meet any combination of at least one English lan- 
guage arts option and at least one mathematics option estab- 
lished in (b)(i) through (v) of this subsection (1); 

(vii) Meet standard in the armed services vocational apti- 
tude battery; and 

(viii) Complete a sequence of career and technical edu- 
cation courses that are relevant to a student's postsecondary 
pathway, including those leading to workforce entry, state or 
nationally approved apprenticeships, or postsecondary edu- 
cation, and that meet either: The curriculum requirements of 
core plus programs for aerospace, maritime, health care, 
information technology, or construction and manufacturing; 
or the minimum criteria identified in RCW 28A.700.030. 
Nothing in this subsection (1)(b)(viii) requires a student to 
enroll in a preparatory course that is approved under RCW 
28A.700.030 for the purposes of demonstrating career and 
college readiness under this section. 

(2) While the legislature encourages school districts to 
make all pathway options established in this section available 
to their high school students, and to expand their pathway 
options until that goal is met, school districts have discretion 
in determining which pathway options under this section they 
will offer to students. 

(3) The state board of education shall adopt rules to 
implement the graduation pathway options established in this 
section. [2019 c 252 § 201.] 

Intent—2019 c 252: "The legislature intends to continue providing stu- 
dents with the opportunity to access a challenging learning environment and 
a meaningful diploma that supports every student in achieving his or her 
individualized career and college goals. 

In an ongoing effort to create an educational system focused on individ- 


ualized student learning that is culturally responsive to the needs of our 
diverse student population, the legislature must provide a system that allows 
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each student to work with his or her teachers, parents or guardians, and coun- 
selors to identify the best ways to demonstrate appropriate readiness in fur- 
therance of the student's career and college goals. 


The legislature further recognizes that student-focused graduation path- 
ways must be adaptable and allow students to change pathways as their goals 
shift. While standardized tests may be a graduation pathway option chosen 
by some to demonstrate career and college readiness, students should have 
other rigorous and meaningful pathway options to select from when demon- 
strating their proficiencies. The legislature, therefore, intends to create a sys- 
tem of multiple graduation pathway options that enable students to support 
their individual goals for high school and beyond." [2019 c 252 § 101.] 


28A.655.260 Graduation pathway options—Report 
and survey. (1) The superintendent of public instruction 
shall collect the following information from school districts: 
Which of the graduation pathways under RCW 28A.655.250 
are available to students at each of the school districts; and 
the number of students using each graduation pathway for 
graduation purposes. This information shall be reported 
annually to the education committees of the legislature begin- 
ning January 10, 2021. To the extent feasible, data on student 
participation in each of the graduation pathways shall be dis- 
aggregated by race, ethnicity, gender, and receipt of free or 
reduced-price lunch. 

(2) Beginning August 1, 2019, the state board of educa- 
tion shall conduct a survey of interested parties regarding 
what additional graduation pathways should be added to the 
existing graduation pathways identified in RCW 
28A.655.250 and whether modifications should be made to 
any of the existing pathways. Interested parties shall include 
at a minimum: Representatives from the state board for com- 
munity and technical colleges and four-year higher education 
institutions; representatives from the apprenticeship and 
training council; associations representing business; mem- 
bers of the educational opportunity gap oversight and 
accountability committee; and associations representing edu- 
cators, school board members, school administrators, super- 
intendents, and parents. The state board of education shall 
provide a report to the education committees of the legisla- 
ture by August 1, 2020, summarizing the information col- 
lected in the surveys. 

(3) Using the data reported by the superintendent of pub- 
lic instruction under subsection (1) of this section, the state 
board of education shall survey a sampling of the school dis- 
tricts unable to provide all of the graduation pathways under 
RCW 28A.655.250 in order to identify the types of barriers to 
implementation school districts have. Using the survey 
results from this subsection and the survey results collected 
under subsection (2) of this section, the state board of educa- 
tion shall review the existing graduation pathways, suggested 
changes to those graduation pathways, and the options for 
additional graduation pathways, and shall provide a report to 
the education committees of the legislature by December 10, 
2022, on the following: 

(a) Recommendations on whether changes to the exist- 
ing pathways should be made and what those changes should 
be; 

(b) The barriers school districts have to offering all of the 
graduation pathways and recommendations for ways to elim- 
inate or reduce those barriers for school districts; 

(c) Whether all students have equitable access to all of 
the graduation pathways and, if not, recommendations for 
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reducing the barriers students may have to accessing all of the 
graduation pathways; and 

(d) Whether additional graduation pathways should be 
included and recommendations for what those pathways 
should be. [2019 c 252 § 202.] 


Intent—2019 c 252: See note following RCW 28A.655.250. 


28A.655.270 Student support for graduation—Stu- 
dent learning plans. (Effective August 31, 2022.) To help 
assure continued progress in academic achievement as a 
foundation for high school graduation and to assure that stu- 
dents are on track for high school graduation in whichever 
graduation pathway the student chooses, each school district 
shall: 

(1) Provide students who did not meet or exceed the 
standard on the high school assessments in English language 
arts or mathematics under RCW 28A.655.070, with the 
opportunity to access any combination of interventions, aca- 
demic supports, or courses, that are designed to support stu- 
dents in meeting high school graduation requirements. These 
interventions, supports, and courses must be rigorous and 
consistent with the student's educational and career goals 
identified in his or her high school and beyond plan, and may 
include career and technical education equivalencies in 
English language arts or mathematics adopted under RCW 
28A.230.097; and 

(2) Prepare student learning plans and notify students 
and their parents or legal guardians as provided in this sub- 
section. Student learning plans are required for eighth grade 
students who were not successful on any or all of the content 
areas of the state assessment during the previous school year 
or who are not on track to graduate due to credit deficiencies 
or absences. The parent or legal guardian shall be notified 
about the information in the student learning plan, preferably 
through a parent conference and at least annually. To the 
extent feasible, schools serving English language learner stu- 
dents and their parents shall translate the student learning 
plan into the primary language of the family. The student 
learning plan must include the following information as 
applicable: 

(a) The student's results on the state assessment; 

(b) If the student is in the transitional bilingual instruc- 
tion program, the score on his or her Washington language 
proficiency test II; 

(c) Any credit deficiencies; 

(d) The student's attendance rates over the previous two 
years; 

(e) The student's progress toward meeting state and local 
graduation requirements; 

(f) The courses, competencies, and other steps the stu- 
dent needs to take to meet state academic standards and stay 
on track for graduation; 

(g) Remediation strategies and alternative education 
options available to students, including informing students of 
the option to continue to receive instructional services after 
grade twelve or until age twenty-one; 

(h) School district programs, high school courses, and 
career and technical education options available for students 
to meet graduation requirements; and 
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(i) Available programs offered through skill centers or 
community and technical colleges, including diploma options 
under RCW 28B.50.535. [2019 c 252 § 203.] 


Effective date—2019 c 252 § 203: "Section 203 of this act takes effect 
August 31, 2022." [2019 c 252 § 506.] 


Intent—2019 c 252: See note following RCW 28A.655.250. 


28A.655.280 Applicability of certificates of individ- 
ual achievement and assessments. RCW 28A.155.045, 
28A.655.061, and 28A.655.065, as they existed on January 1, 
2019, apply to students in the graduating class of 2018 and 
prior graduating classes. [2019 c 252 § 401.] 

Intent—2019 c 252: See note following RCW 28A.655.250. 


28A.655.300 Global citizens in a global society. By 
September 1, 2021, the office of the superintendent of public 
instruction shall identify existing state learning standards that 
address the knowledge and skills that all public school stu- 
dents need to be global citizens in a global society with an 
appreciation for the contributions of diverse cultures. These 
state learning standards must be periodically updated to 
incorporate best practices in ethnic studies. [2020 c 59 § 1; 
2019 c 279 § 2.] 


Intent—2019 c 279: "The legislature stated in RCW 28A.150.210 that 
a "basic education is an evolving program of instruction that is intended to 
provide students with the opportunity to become responsible and respectful 
global citizens." In order to prepare students to be global citizens, the legis- 
lature intends to require the office of the superintendent of public instruction 
to develop, and periodically update, essential academic learning require- 
ments and grade-level expectations that identify the knowledge and skills 
that all public school students need to be global citizens in a global society 
with an appreciation for the contributions of diverse cultures. The office of 
the superintendent of public instruction must also identify and make avail- 
able ethnic studies materials and resources for use in grades seven through 
twelve. The legislature also intends to encourage public schools with stu- 
dents in grades seven through twelve to offer an ethnic studies course that 
incorporates the materials and resources." [2019 c 279 § 1.] 


Intent—2019 c 279: See note following RCW 28A.300.112. 


Chapter 28A.657 RCW 
ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM 


Sections 


28A.657.005 Findings. 

28A.657.010 Definitions. 

28A.657.020  Persistently lowest-achieving schools—Challenged 
schools—Identification—Criteria—Washington achieve- 
ment index. 

28A.657.030 Required action districts—Recommendation for designation 
—Reconsideration—Designation—Notice. 

28A.657.040 Academic performance audits of lowest-achieving schools in 
required action districts—External review teams—Audit 
findings. 

28A.657.050 Required action plans—Development—Publication of 
guidelines, research, and models—Submission—Contents 
—Effect on existing collective bargaining agreements. 

28A.657.060 Required action plans—Approval or nonapproval by state 
board of education—Resubmission or reconsideration— 
Implementation. 

28A.657.070 Required action plan review panel—Membership—Duties— 
Timelines and procedures for deliberations. 

28A.657.080 Redirecting Title I funds based on academic performance 
audit findings. 

28A.657.090 Required action plans—Implementation—Technical assis- 
tance and funds—Progress report. 

28A.657.100 Required action districts—Progress reports—Release from 
designation—Assignment to level two of the required 
action process. 

28A.657.105 Required action process—Level two schools and plans. 

28A.657.110 Accountability framework for system of support for chal- 
lenged schools—Washington achievement index—Rec- 
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ognition of schools for exemplary performance—Use of 
state system to replace federal accountability system. 
28A.657.120 Rules. 
28A.657.140 Cultural competence professional development and training. 
28A.657.150 Identification of schools with highest growth in English lan- 
guage learner students—Cultural competence professional 
development and training. 


28A.657.005 Findings. (1) The legislature finds that an 
effective educational accountability system is premised on 
creating and maintaining partnerships between the state and 
local school district boards of directors. The legislature also 
recognizes it takes time to make significant changes that are 
sustainable over the long term in an educational system that 
serves more than one million students from diverse commu- 
nities. 

(2) The legislature further finds that it is the state's 
responsibility to create a coherent and effective accountabil- 
ity framework for the continuous improvement of all schools 
and school districts. This system must provide an excellent 
and equitable education for all students, an aligned federal 
and state accountability system, and the tools necessary for 
schools and school districts to be accountable. These tools 
include accounting and data reporting systems, assessment 
systems to monitor student achievement, and a comprehen- 
sive system of differentiated support, targeted assistance, 
and, if necessary, intervention. 

(3) The office of the superintendent of public instruction 
is responsible for developing and implementing the account- 
ability tools to build district capacity and working within fed- 
eral and state guidelines. The legislature assigned the state 
board of education responsibility and oversight for creating 
an accountability framework. This framework provides a uni- 
fied system of support for challenged schools that aligns with 
basic education, increases the level of support based upon the 
magnitude of need, and uses data for decisions. Such a sys- 
tem will identify schools and their districts for recognition as 
well as for additional state support. 

(4) For a specific group of persistently lowest-achieving 
schools and their districts, it is necessary to provide a 
required action process that creates a partnership between the 
state and local district to target funds and assistance to turn 
around the identified schools. The legislature finds that state 
takeover of persistently lowest-achieving schools is unlikely 
to produce long-term improvement in student achievement 
because takeover is an unsustainable approach to school gov- 
ernance and an inadequate response to addressing the under- 
lying barriers to improved outcomes for all students. How- 
ever, in the rare case of a persistently lowest-achieving 
school that continues to fail to improve even after required 
action and supplemental assistance, it is appropriate and nec- 
essary to assign the superintendent of public instruction the 
responsibility to intercede, provide robust technical assis- 
tance, and direct the necessary interventions. Even though the 
superintendent of public instruction continues to work in 
partnership with the local school board, the superintendent of 
public instruction is accountable for assuring that adequate 
steps are taken to improve student achievement in these 
schools. 

(5) Phase I of this accountability system will recognize 
schools that have done an exemplary job of raising student 
achievement and closing the achievement gaps using the 
Washington achievement index adopted by the state board of 
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education. The state board of education shall have ongoing 
collaboration with the educational opportunity gap oversight 
and accountability committee regarding the measures used to 
measure the closing of the achievement gaps and recognition 
provided to the school districts for closing the achievement 
gaps. Phase I will also target the lowest five percent of per- 
sistently lowest-achieving schools defined under federal 
guidelines to provide federal funds and federal intervention 
models through a voluntary option in 2010, and for those who 
do not volunteer and have not improved student achievement, 
a required action process beginning in 2011. 

(6) Phase II of this accountability system will work 
toward implementing the Washington achievement index for 
identification of challenged schools in need of improvement, 
including those that are not Title I schools, and the use of 
state and local intervention models and federal and state 
funds through a comprehensive system of differentiated sup- 
port, targeted assistance, and intervention beginning in the 
2014-15 school year. If federal approval of the Washington 
achievement index is not obtained, the federal guidelines for 
identifying schools will continue to be used. If it ever 
becomes necessary, a process is established to assign respon- 
sibility to the superintendent of public instruction to inter- 
vene in persistently lowest-achieving schools that have failed 
to improve despite required action. 

(7) The expectation from implementation of this 
accountability system is the improvement of student achieve- 
ment for all students to prepare them for postsecondary edu- 
cation, work, and global citizenship in the twenty-first cen- 
tury. [2013 c 159 § 1; 2010 c 235 § 101.] 

Finding—2010 c 235: See note following RCW 28A.405.245. 


28A.657.010 Definitions. The definitions in this sec- 
tion apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly 
requires otherwise. 

(1) "All students group" means those students in grades 
three through eight and high school who take the state's 
assessment in reading or English language arts and mathe- 
matics required under 20 U.S.C. Sec. 6311(b)(3). 

(2) "Title I" means Title I, part A of the federal elemen- 
tary and secondary education act of 1965 (ESEA) (20 U.S.C. 
Secs. 6311-6322). 

(3) "Turnaround principles" include but are not limited 
to the following: 

(a) Providing strong leadership; 

(b) Ensuring teachers are effective and able to improve 
instruction; 

(c) Increasing learning time; 

(d) Strengthening the school's instructional program; 

(e) Using data to inform instruction; 

(f) Establishing a safe and supportive school environ- 
ment; and 

(g) Engaging families and communities. [2013 c 159 § 
2; 2010 c 235 § 112.] 

Finding—2010 c 235: See note following RCW 28A.405.245. 


28A.657.020 Persistently lowest-achieving schools— 
Challenged schools—Identification—Criteria—Wash- 
ington achievement index. (1) Beginning in 2010, and each 
year thereafter through December 1, 2012, the superintendent 
of public instruction shall annually identify schools as one of 
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the state's persistently lowest-achieving schools if the school 
is a Title I school, or a school that is eligible for but does not 
receive Title I funds, that is among the lowest-achieving five 
percent of Title I or Title I eligible schools in the state. 


(2) The criteria for determining whether a school is 
among the persistently lowest-achieving five percent of Title 
I schools, or Title I eligible schools, under subsection (1) of 
this section shall be established by the superintendent of pub- 
lic instruction. The criteria must meet all applicable require- 
ments for the receipt of a federal school improvement grant 
under the American recovery and reinvestment act of 2009 
and Title I of the elementary and secondary education act of 
1965, and take into account both: 


(a) The academic achievement of the "all students" 
group in a school in terms of proficiency on the state's assess- 
ment, and any alternative assessments, in reading and mathe- 
matics combined; and 


(b) The school's lack of progress on the mathematics and 
reading assessments over a number of years in the "all stu- 
dents" group. 


(3)(a) Beginning February 1, 2014, and each February 
thereafter, the superintendent of public instruction shall 
annually identify challenged schools in need of improvement 
and a subset of such schools that are the persistently lowest- 
achieving schools in the state. 


(b) The criteria for determining whether a school is a 
challenged school in need of improvement shall be adopted 
by the superintendent of public instruction in rule. The crite- 
ria must meet all applicable federal requirements under Title 
I of the elementary and secondary education act of 1965 and 
other federal rules or guidance, including applicable require- 
ments for the receipt of federal school improvement funds if 
available, but shall apply equally to Title I, Title I-eligible, 
and non-Title I schools in the state. The criteria must take into 
account the academic achievement of the "all students" group 
and subgroups of students in a school in terms of proficiency 
on the state assessments in reading or English language arts 
and mathematics and a high school's graduation rate for all 
students and subgroups of students. The superintendent may 
establish tiered categories of challenged schools based on the 
relative performance of all students, subgroups of students, 
and other factors. 


(c) The superintendent of public instruction shall also 
adopt criteria in rule for determining whether a challenged 
school in need of improvement is also a persistently lowest- 
achieving school for purposes of the required action district 
process under this chapter, which shall include the school's 
lack of progress for all students and subgroups of students 
over a number of years. The criteria for identifying per- 
sistently lowest-achieving schools shall also take into 
account the level of state or federal resources available to 
implement a required action plan. 


(d) If the Washington achievement index is approved by 
the United States department of education for use in identify- 
ing schools for federal purposes, the superintendent of public 
instruction shall use the approved index to identify schools 
under (b) and (c) of this subsection. [2014 c 191 § 1; 2013 c 
159 § 3; 2010 c 235 § 102.] 


Finding—2010 c 235: See note following RCW 28A.405.245. 
(2020 Ed.) 


Accountability System 


28A.657.030 Required action districts—Recommen- 
dation for designation—Reconsideration—Designation— 
Notice. (1) Beginning in January 2011, the superintendent of 
public instruction shall annually recommend to the state 
board of education school districts for designation as required 
action districts. A district with at least one school identified 
as a persistently lowest-achieving school according to the cri- 
teria established by the superintendent of public instruction 
under RCW 28A.657.020 shall be designated as a required 
action district. However, a school district shall not be recom- 
mended for designation as a required action district if the dis- 
trict was awarded a federal school improvement grant by the 
superintendent in 2010 or 2011 and for three consecutive 
years following receipt of the grant implemented a federal 
school intervention model at each school identified for 
improvement. The state board of education may designate a 
district that received a school improvement grant in 2010 or 
2011 as a required action district if after three years of volun- 
tarily implementing a plan the district continues to have a 
school identified as persistently lowest-achieving and meets 
the criteria for designation established by the superintendent 
of public instruction. 


(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall pro- 
vide a school district superintendent with written notice of 
the recommendation for designation as a required action dis- 
trict by certified mail or personal service. A school district 
superintendent may request reconsideration of the superin- 
tendent of public instruction's recommendation. The recon- 
sideration shall be limited to a determination of whether the 
school district met the criteria for being recommended as a 
required action district. A request for reconsideration must be 
in writing and served on the superintendent of public instruc- 
tion within ten days of service of the notice of the superinten- 
dent's recommendation. 


(3) The state board of education shall annually designate 
those districts recommended by the superintendent in subsec- 
tion (1) of this section as required action districts. A district 
designated as a required action district shall be required to 
notify all parents of students attending a school identified as 
a persistently lowest-achieving school in the district of the 
state board of education's designation of the district as a 
required action district and the process for complying with 
the requirements set forth in RCW 28A.657.040 through 
28A.657.100. [2013 c 159 § 4; 2010 c 235 § 103.] 


Finding—2010 c 235: See note following RCW 28A.405.245. 


28A.657.040 Academic performance audits of low- 
est-achieving schools in required action districts—Exter- 
nal review teams—Audit findings. (1) The superintendent 
of public instruction shall contract with an external review 
team to conduct an academic performance audit of the district 
and each persistently lowest-achieving school in a required 
action district to identify the potential reasons for the school's 
low performance and lack of progress. The review team must 
consist of persons under contract with the superintendent 
who have expertise in comprehensive school and district 
reform and may not include staff from the agency, the school 
district that is the subject of the audit, or members or staff of 
the state board of education. 
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(2) The audit must be conducted based on criteria devel- 
oped by the superintendent of public instruction and must 
include but not be limited to an examination of the following: 

(a) Student demographics; 

(b) Mobility patterns; 

(c) School feeder patterns; 

(d) The performance of different student groups on 
assessments; 

(e) Effective school leadership; 

(f) Strategic allocation of resources; 

(g) Clear and shared focus on student learning; 

(h) High standards and expectations for all students; 

(i) High level of collaboration and communication; 

(j) Aligned curriculum, instruction, and assessment to 
state standards; 

(k) Frequency of monitoring of learning and teaching; 

(1) Focused professional development; 

(m) Supportive learning environment; 

(n) High level of family and community involvement; 

(o) Alternative secondary schools best practices; and 

(p) Any unique circumstances or characteristics of the 
school or district. 

(3) Audit findings must be made available to the local 
school district, its staff, the community, and the state board of 
education. [2010 c 235 § 104.] 

Finding—2010 c 235: See note following RCW 28A.405.245. 


28A.657.050 Required action plans—Development— 
Publication of guidelines, research, and models—Submis- 
sion—Contents—Effect on existing collective bargaining 
agreements. (1)(a) The local district superintendent and 
local school board of a school district designated as a 
required action district must submit a required action plan to 
the state board of education for approval. Unless otherwise 
required by subsection (3) of this section, the plan must be 
submitted under a schedule as required by the state board. A 
required action plan must be developed in collaboration with 
administrators, teachers, and other staff, parents, unions rep- 
resenting any employees within the district, students, and 
other representatives of the local community. 

(b) The superintendent of public instruction shall pro- 
vide a district with assistance in developing its plan if 
requested, and shall develop and publish guidelines for the 
development of required action plans. The superintendent of 
public instruction, in consultation with the state board of edu- 
cation, shall also publish a list of research and evidence- 
based school improvement models, consistent with turn- 
around principles, that are approved for use in required action 
plans. 

(c) The school board must conduct a public hearing to 
allow for comment on a proposed required action plan. The 
local school district shall submit the plan first to the office of 
the superintendent of public instruction to review and 
approve that the plan is consistent with federal and state 
guidelines, as applicable. After the office of the superinten- 
dent of public instruction has approved that the plan is consis- 
tent with federal and state guidelines, the local school district 
must submit its required action plan to the state board of edu- 
cation for approval. 

(2) A required action plan must include all of the follow- 
ing: 
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(a) Implementation of an approved school improvement 
model required for the receipt of federal or state funds for 
school improvement for those persistently lowest-achieving 
schools that the district will be focusing on for required 
action. The approved school improvement model selected 
must address the concerns raised in the academic perfor- 
mance audit and be intended to improve student performance 
to allow a school district to be removed from the list of dis- 
tricts designated as a required action district by the state 
board of education within three years of implementation of 
the plan. The required action plan for districts with multiple 
persistently lowest-achieving schools must include separate 
plans for each school as well as a plan for how the school dis- 
trict will support the schools collectively; 

(b) Submission of an application for federal or state 
funds for school improvement to the superintendent of public 
instruction; 

(c) A budget that provides for adequate resources to 
implement the model selected and any other requirements of 
the plan; 

(d) A description of the changes in the district's or 
school's existing policies, structures, agreements, processes, 
and practices that are intended to attain significant achieve- 
ment gains for all students enrolled in the school and how the 
district intends to address the findings of the academic per- 
formance audit; and 

(e) Identification of the measures that the school district 
will use in assessing student achievement at a school identi- 
fied as a persistently lowest-achieving school, which include 
closing the educational opportunity gap, improving mathe- 
matics and reading or English language arts student achieve- 
ment, and improving graduation rates as defined by the office 
of the superintendent of public instruction that enable the 
school to no longer be identified as a persistently lowest- 
achieving school. 

(3)(a) For any district designated for required action, the 
parties to any collective bargaining agreement negotiated, 
renewed, or extended under chapter 41.59 or 41.56 RCW 
after June 10, 2010, must reopen the agreement, or negotiate 
an addendum, if needed, to make changes to terms and condi- 
tions of employment that are necessary to implement a 
required action plan. 

(b) If the school district and the employee organizations 
are unable to agree on the terms of an addendum or modifica- 
tion to an existing collective bargaining agreement, the par- 
ties, including all labor organizations affected under the 
required action plan, shall request the public employment 
relations commission to, and the commission shall, appoint 
an employee of the commission to act as a mediator to assist 
in the resolution of a dispute between the school district and 
the employee organizations. Beginning in 2011, and each 
year thereafter, mediation shall commence no later than April 
15th. All mediations held under this section shall include the 
employer and representatives of all affected bargaining units. 

(c) If the executive director of the public employment 
relations commission, upon the recommendation of the 
assigned mediator, finds that the employer and any affected 
bargaining unit are unable to reach agreement following a 
reasonable period of negotiations and mediation, but by no 
later than May 15th of the year in which mediation occurred, 
the executive director shall certify any disputed issues for a 
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decision by the superior court in the county where the school 
district is located. The issues for determination by the supe- 
rior court must be limited to the issues certified by the execu- 
tive director. 

(d) The process for filing with the court in this subsec- 
tion (3)(d) must be used in the case where the executive 
director certifies issues for a decision by the superior court. 

(i) The school district shall file a petition with the supe- 
rior court, by no later than May 20th of the same year in 
which the issues were certified, setting forth the following: 

(A) The name, address, and telephone number of the 
school district and its principal representative; 

(B) The name, address, and telephone number of the 
employee organizations and their principal representatives; 

(C) A description of the bargaining units involved; 

(D) A copy of the unresolved issues certified by the 
executive director for a final and binding decision by the 
court; and 

(E) The academic performance audit that the office of 
the superintendent of public instruction completed for the 
school district. 

(ii) Within seven days after the filing of the petition, each 
party shall file with the court the proposal it is asking the 
court to order be implemented in a required action plan for 
the district for each issue certified by the executive director. 
Contemporaneously with the filing of the proposal, a party 
must file a brief with the court setting forth the reasons why 
the court should order implementation of its proposal in the 
final plan. 

(iii) Following receipt of the proposals and briefs of the 
parties, the court must schedule a date and time for a hearing 
on the petition. The hearing must be limited to argument of 
the parties or their counsel regarding the proposals submitted 
for the court's consideration. The parties may waive a hearing 
by written agreement. 

(iv) The court must enter an order selecting the proposal 
for inclusion in a required action plan that best responds to 
the issues raised in the school district's academic perfor- 
mance audit, and allows for the award of federal or state 
funds for school improvement to the district from the office 
of the superintendent of public instruction to implement an 
approved school improvement model. The court's decision 
must be issued no later than June 15th of the year in which the 
petition is filed and is final and binding on the parties; how- 
ever the court's decision is subject to appeal only in the case 
where it does not allow the school district to implement a 
required action plan consistent with the requirements for the 
award of federal or state funds for school improvement by the 
superintendent of public instruction. 

(e) Each party shall bear its own costs and attorneys' fees 
incurred under this statute. 

(f) Any party that proceeds with the process in this sec- 
tion after knowledge that any provision of this section has not 
been complied with and who fails to state its objection in 
writing is deemed to have waived its right to object. 

(4) All contracts entered into between a school district 
and an employee must be consistent with this section and 
allow school districts designated as required action districts 
to implement an approved school improvement model in a 
required action plan. [2013 c 159 § 6; (2013 c 159 § 5 
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expired June 30, 2019); (2012 c 53 § 10 expired June 30, 
2019); 2010 c 235 § 105.] 

Effective date—2013 c 159 § 6: "Section 6 of this act takes effect June 
30, 2019." [2013 c 159 § 16.] 

Expiration date—2013 c 159 § 5: "Section 5 of this act expires June 
30, 2019." [2013 c 159 § 15.] 

Finding—2010 c 235: See note following RCW 28A.405.245. 


28A.657.060 Required action plans—Approval or 
nonapproval by state board of education—Resubmission 
or reconsideration—Implementation. A required action 
plan developed by a district's school board and superinten- 
dent must be submitted to the state board of education for 
approval. The state board must accept for inclusion in any 
required action plan the final decision by the superior court 
on any issue certified by the executive director of the public 
employment relations commission under the process in RCW 
28A.657.050. The state board of education shall approve a 
plan proposed by a school district only if the plan meets the 
requirements in RCW 28A.657.050 and provides sufficient 
remedies to address the findings in the academic performance 
audit to improve student achievement. Any addendum or 
modification to an existing collective bargaining agreement, 
negotiated under RCW 28A.657.050 or by agreement of the 
district and the exclusive bargaining unit, related to student 
achievement or school improvement shall not go into effect 
until approval of a required action plan by the state board of 
education. If the state board does not approve a proposed 
plan, it must notify the local school board and local district's 
superintendent in writing with an explicit rationale for why 
the plan was not approved. Nonapproval by the state board of 
education of the local school district's initial required action 
plan submitted is not intended to trigger any actions under 
RCW 28A.657.080. With the assistance of the office of the 
superintendent of public instruction, the superintendent and 
school board of the required action district shall either: (1) 
Submit a new plan to the state board of education for 
approval within forty days of notification that its plan was 
rejected, or (2) submit a request to the required action plan 
review panel established under RCW 28A.657.070 for recon- 
sideration of the state board's rejection within ten days of the 
notification that the plan was rejected. If federal or state 
funds for school improvement are not available, the plan is 
not required to be implemented until such funding becomes 
available. If federal or state funds for this purpose are avail- 
able, a required action plan must be implemented in the 
immediate school year following the district's designation as 
a required action district. [2013 c 159 § 7; 2010 c 235 § 106.] 

Finding—2010 c 235: See note following RCW 28A.405.245. 


28A.657.070 Required action plan review panel— 
Membership—Duties—Timelines and procedures for 
deliberations. (1) A required action plan review panel shall 
be established to offer an objective, external review of a 
request from a school district for reconsideration of the state 
board of education's rejection of the district's required action 
plan or reconsideration of a level two required action plan 
developed only by the superintendent of public instruction as 
provided under RCW 28A.657.105. The review and recon- 
sideration by the panel shall be based on whether the state 
board of education or the superintendent of public instruction 
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gave appropriate consideration to the unique circumstances 
and characteristics identified in the academic performance 
audit or level two needs assessment and review of the local 
school district. 

(2)(a) The panel shall be composed of five individuals 
with expertise in school improvement, school and school dis- 
trict restructuring, or parent and community involvement in 
schools. Two of the panel members shall be appointed by the 
speaker of the house of representatives; two shall be 
appointed by the president of the senate; and one shall be 
appointed by the governor. 

(b) The speaker of the house of representatives, president 
of the senate, and governor shall solicit recommendations for 
possible panel members from the Washington association of 
school administrators, the Washington state school directors' 
association, the association of Washington school principals, 
the educational opportunity gap oversight and accountability 
committee, and associations representing certificated teach- 
ers, classified school employees, and parents. 

(c) Members of the panel shall be appointed no later than 
December 1, 2010, but the superintendent of public instruc- 
tion shall convene the panel only as needed to consider a 
school district's request for reconsideration. Appointments 
shall be for a four-year term, with opportunity for reappoint- 
ment. Reappointments in the case of a vacancy shall be made 
expeditiously so that all requests are considered in a timely 
manner. 

(3)(a) In the case of a rejection of a required action plan, 
the required action plan review panel may reaffirm the deci- 
sion of the state board of education, recommend that the state 
board reconsider the rejection, or recommend changes to the 
required action plan that should be considered by the district 
and the state board of education to secure approval of the 
plan. The state board of education shall consider the recom- 
mendations of the panel and issue a decision in writing to the 
local school district and the panel. If the school district must 
submit a new required action plan to the state board of educa- 
tion, the district must submit the plan within forty days of the 
board's decision. 

(b) In the case of a level two required action plan where 
the local school district and the superintendent of public 
instruction have not come to agreement, the required action 
plan review panel may reaffirm the level two required action 
plan submitted by the superintendent of public instruction or 
recommend changes to the plan that should be considered by 
the state board of education, the superintendent of public 
instruction, and the local school district. The state board of 
education shall consider the recommendations of the panel 
and issue a decision in writing to the local school district, the 
superintendent of public instruction, and the panel. 

(4) The state board of education and superintendent of 
public instruction must develop timelines and procedures for 
the deliberations under this section so that school districts can 
implement a required action plan within the time frame 
required under RCW 28A.657.060. [2013 c 159 § 8; 2010 c 
235 § 107.] 

Finding—2010 c 235: See note following RCW 28A.405.245. 


28A.657.080 Redirecting Title I funds based on aca- 
demic performance audit findings. The state board of edu- 
cation may direct the superintendent of public instruction to 
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require a school district that has not submitted a final required 
action plan for approval, or has submitted but not received 
state board of education approval of a required action plan by 
the beginning of the school year in which the plan is intended 
to be implemented, to redirect the district's Title I funds based 
on the academic performance audit findings. [2010 c 235 § 
108.] 
Finding—2010 c 235: See note following RCW 28A.405.245. 


28A.657.090 Required action plans—Implementa- 
tion—Technical assistance and funds—Progress report. 
A school district must implement a required action plan upon 
approval by the state board of education. The office of the 
superintendent of public instruction must provide the 
required action district with technical assistance and federal 
or state funds for school improvement, if available, to imple- 
ment an approved plan. The district must submit a report to 
the superintendent of public instruction that provides the 
progress the district is making in meeting the student 
achievement goals based on the state's assessments, identify- 
ing strategies and assets used to solve audit findings, and 
establishing evidence of meeting plan implementation bench- 
marks as set forth in the required action plan. [2013 c 159 § 
9; 2010 c 235 § 109.] 

Finding—2010 c 235: See note following RCW 28A.405.245. 


28A.657.100 Required action districts—Progress 
reports—Release from designation—Assignment to level 
two of the required action process. (1) The superintendent 
of public instruction must provide a report twice per year to 
the state board of education regarding the progress made by 
all school districts designated as required action districts. 

(2) The superintendent of public instruction must recom- 
mend to the state board of education that a school district be 
released from the designation as a required action district 
after the district implements a required action plan for a 
period of three years; has made progress, as defined by the 
superintendent of public instruction using the criteria adopted 
under RCW 28A.657.020 including progress in closing the 
educational opportunity gap; and no longer has a school 
within the district identified as persistently lowest-achieving. 
The state board shall release a school district from the desig- 
nation as a required action district upon confirmation that the 
district has met the requirements for a release. 

(3) If the state board of education determines that the 
required action district has not met the requirements for 
release after at least three years of implementing a required 
action plan, the board may recommend that the district 
remain in required action and submit a new or revised plan 
under the process in RCW 28A.657.050, or the board may 
direct that the school district be assigned to level two of the 
required action process as provided in RCW 28A.657.105S. If 
the required action district received a federal school improve- 
ment grant for the same persistently lowest-achieving school 
in 2010 or 2011, the board may direct that the school district 
be assigned to level two of the required action process after 
one year of implementing a required action plan under this 
chapter if the district is not making progress. [2020 c 114 § 
3; 2013 c 159 § 10; 2010 c 235 § 110.] 

Effective date—2020 c 114: See note following RCW 28A.175.075. 
Finding—2010 c 235: See note following RCW 28A.405.245. 
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28A.657.105 Required action process—Level two 
schools and plans. (1) School districts assigned by the state 
board of education to level two of the required action process 
under this chapter are those with one or more schools that 
have remained as persistently lowest-achieving for more than 
three years and have not demonstrated recent and significant 
improvement or progress toward exiting persistently lowest- 
achieving status, despite implementation of a required action 
plan. 

(2) Within ninety days following assignment of a school 
district to level two of the required action process, the super- 
intendent of public instruction shall direct that a needs assess- 
ment and review be conducted to determine the reasons why 
the previous required action plan did not succeed in improv- 
ing student achievement. 

(3)(a) Based on the results of the needs assessment and 
review, the superintendent of public instruction shall work 
collaboratively with the school district board of directors to 
develop a revised required action plan for level two. 

(b) The level two required action plan must explicitly 
address the reasons why the previous plan did not succeed 
and must specify the interventions that the school district 
must implement, which may include assignment or reassign- 
ment of personnel, reallocation of resources, use of specified 
curriculum or instructional strategies, use of a specified 
school improvement model, or any other conditions deter- 
mined by the superintendent of public instruction to be neces- 
sary for the level two required action plan to succeed, which 
conditions shall be binding on the school district. The level 
two required action plan shall also include the specific tech- 
nical assistance and support to be provided by the office of 
the superintendent of public instruction, which may include 
assignment of school improvement specialists to have a reg- 
ular on-site presence in the school and technical assistance 
provided through the educational service district. Individuals 
assigned as on-site school improvement specialists must have 
demonstrated experience in school turnaround and cultural 
competence. 

(c) The level two required action plan must be submitted 
to the state board of education for approval. 

(4) If the superintendent of public instruction and the 
school district board of directors are unable to come to an 
agreement on a level two required action plan within ninety 
days of the completion of the needs assessment and review 
conducted under subsection (2) of this section, the superin- 
tendent of public instruction shall complete and submit a 
level two required action plan directly to the state board of 
education for approval. The school district board of directors 
may submit a request to the required action plan review panel 
established under RCW 28A.657.070 for reconsideration of 
the superintendent's level two required action plan within ten 
days of the submission of the plan to the state board of educa- 
tion. After the state board of education considers the recom- 
mendations of the required action plan review panel, the deci- 
sion of the board regarding the level two required action plan 
is final and not subject to further reconsideration. 

(5) If changes to a collective bargaining agreement are 
necessary to implement a level two required action plan, the 
parties must reopen the agreement, or negotiate an adden- 
dum, using the process outlined under RCW 28A.657.050. If 
the level two required action plan is developed by the super- 
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intendent of public instruction under subsection (4) of this 
section, a designee of the superintendent shall participate in 
the discussions among the parties to the collective bargaining 
agreement. 

(6) While a school district is assigned to level two of the 
required action process under this chapter, the superintendent 
of public instruction is responsible and accountable for assur- 
ing that the level two required action plan is implemented 
with fidelity. The superintendent of public instruction shall 
defer to the school district board of directors as the governing 
authority of the school district and continue to work in part- 
nership with the school district to implement the level two 
required action plan. However, if the superintendent of public 
instruction finds that the level two required action plan is not 
being implemented as specified, including the implementa- 
tion of any binding conditions within the plan, the superinten- 
dent may direct actions that must be taken by school district 
personnel to implement the level two required action plan or 
the binding conditions. If necessary, the superintendent of 
public instruction may exercise authority under RCW 
28A.505.120 regarding allocation of funds. 

(7) The superintendent of public instruction shall include 
in the budget estimates and information submitted to the gov- 
ernor under RCW 28A.300.170 a request for sufficient funds 
to support implementation of the level two required action 
plans established under this section. 

(8) The superintendent of public instruction must recom- 
mend to the state board of education that a school district be 
released from assignment to level two of the required action 
process after the district implements the level two required 
action plan for a period of three years; has made progress, as 
defined by the superintendent of public instruction using the 
criteria established under RCW 28A.657.020; and no longer 
has a school within the district identified as persistently low- 
est-achieving. The state board of education shall release a 
school district from the level two assignment upon confirma- 
tion that the school district has met the requirements for a 
release. [2013 c 159 § 11.] 


28A.657.110 Accountability framework for system of 
support for challenged schools—Washington achieve- 
ment index—Recognition of schools for exemplary per- 
formance—Use of state system to replace federal account- 
ability system. (1) By November 1, 2013, the state board of 
education shall propose rules for adoption establishing an 
accountability framework that creates a unified system of 
support for challenged schools that aligns with basic educa- 
tion, increases the level of support based upon the magnitude 
of need, and uses data for decisions. The board must seek 
input from the public and interested groups in developing the 
framework. Based on the framework, the superintendent of 
public instruction shall design a comprehensive system of 
specific strategies for recognition, provision of differentiated 
support and targeted assistance, and, if necessary, requiring 
intervention in schools and school districts. The superinten- 
dent shall submit the system design to the state board of edu- 
cation for review. The state board of education shall recom- 
mend approval or modification of the system design to the 
superintendent no later than January 1, 2014, and the system 
must be implemented statewide no later than the 2014-15 
school year. To the extent state funds are appropriated for this 
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purpose, the system must apply equally to Title I, Title I-eli- 
gible, and non-Title I schools in the state. 

(2) The state board of education shall develop a Wash- 
ington achievement index to identify schools and school dis- 
tricts for recognition, for continuous improvement, and for 
additional state support. The index shall be based on criteria 
that are fair, consistent, and transparent. Performance shall be 
measured using multiple outcomes and indicators including, 
but not limited to, graduation rates and results from statewide 
assessments. The index shall be developed in such a way as 
to be easily understood by both employees within the schools 
and school districts, as well as parents and community mem- 
bers. It is the legislature's intent that the index provide feed- 
back to schools and school districts to self-assess their prog- 
ress, and enable the identification of schools with exemplary 
performance and those that need assistance to overcome chal- 
lenges in order to achieve exemplary performance. 

(3) The state board of education, in cooperation with the 
office of the superintendent of public instruction, shall annu- 
ally recognize schools for exemplary performance as mea- 
sured on the Washington achievement index. The state board 
of education shall have ongoing collaboration with the educa- 
tional opportunity gap oversight and accountability commit- 
tee regarding the measures used to measure the closing of the 
achievement gaps and the recognition provided to the school 
districts for closing the achievement gaps. 

(4) In coordination with the superintendent of public 
instruction, the state board of education shall seek approval 
from the United States department of education for use of the 
Washington achievement index and the state system of dif- 
ferentiated support, assistance, and intervention to replace the 
federal accountability system under P.L. 107-110, the no 
child left behind act of 2001. 

(5) The state board of education shall work with the edu- 
cation data center established within the office of financial 
management and the technical working group established in 
*RCW 28A.290.020 to determine the feasibility of using the 
prototypical funding allocation model as not only a tool for 
allocating resources to schools and school districts but also as 
a tool for schools and school districts to report to the state leg- 
islature and the state board of education on how the state 
resources received are being used. [2013 c 159 § 12; 2010 c 
235 § 111; 2009 c 548 § 503. Formerly RCW 28A.305.225.] 

*Reviser's note: RCW 28A.290.020 was repealed by 2016 c 162 § 5. 
Finding—2010 c 235: See note following RCW 28A.405.245. 
Intent—2009 c 548: See RCW 28A.150.1981. 

Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.410.270. 
Intent—Finding—2009 c 548: See note following RCW 28A.305.130. 


28A.657.120 Rules. The superintendent of public 
instruction and the state board of education may each adopt 
rules in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCW as necessary to 
implement this chapter. [2010 c 235 § 113.] 


Finding—2010 c 235: See note following RCW 28A.405.245. 


28A.657.140 Cultural competence professional 
development and training. Required action districts as pro- 
vided in RCW 28A.657.030, and districts with schools that 
receive the federal school improvement grant under the 
American recovery and reinvestment act of 2009, and dis- 
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tricts with schools identified by the superintendent of public 
instruction as priority or focus are strongly encouraged to 
provide the cultural competence professional development 
and training developed under RCW 28A.405.106, 
28A.405.120, and 28A.415.420 for classified, certificated 
instructional, and administrative staff of the school. The pro- 
fessional development and training may be delivered by an 
educational service district, through district in-service, or by 
another qualified provider, including in partnership with the 
local community. [2016 c 72 § 205.] 


Finding—Intent—2016 c 72: See note following RCW 28A.600.015. 


28A.657.150 Identification of schools with highest 
growth in English language learner students—Cultural 
competence professional development and training. At 
the beginning of each school year, the office of the superin- 
tendent of public instruction shall identify schools in the top 
five percent of schools with the highest percent growth 
during the previous two school years in enrollment of English 
language learner students as compared to previous enroll- 
ment trends. The office shall notify the identified schools, 
and the school districts in which the schools are located are 
strongly encouraged to provide the cultural competence pro- 
fessional development and training developed under RCW 
28A.405.106, 28A.405.120, and 28A.415.420 for classified, 
certificated instructional, and administrative staff of the 
schools. The professional development and training may be 
delivered by an educational service district, through district 
in-service, or by another qualified provider, including in part- 
nership with the local community. [2016 c 72 § 402.] 

Finding—Intent—2016 c 72: See note following RCW 28A.600.015. 


Chapter 28A.660 RCW 


ALTERNATIVE ROUTE TEACHER 
CERTIFICATION 


Sections 


28A.660.005 Findings—Declaration. 

28A.660.020 Program design—Funding—Reports. 

28A.660.035 Partnership programs—Priority assistance in advancing cul- 
tural competency skills. 

28A.660.060 Employment of certain personnel not affected. 

28A.660.080 Application—Conditional scholarship and loan repayment 
agreements. 


28A.660.005 Findings—Declaration. (1) The legisla- 
ture finds and declares: 

(a) Teacher qualifications and effectiveness are the most 
important influences on student learning in schools; 

(b) Preparation of individuals to become well-qualified, 
effective teachers must be high quality; 

(c) Teachers who complete high-quality alternative route 
programs with intensive field-based experience, adequate 
coursework, and strong mentorship do as well or better than 
teachers who complete traditional preparation programs; 

(d) High-quality alternative route programs can provide 
more flexibility and expedience for individuals to transition 
from their current career to teaching; 

(e) High-quality alternative route programs can help 
school districts fill subject matter shortage areas and areas 
with shortages due to geographic location; 
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(f) Regardless of route, all candidates for residency 
teacher certification must meet the high standards required by 
the state; and 

(g) Teachers need an adequate background in subject 
matter content if they are to teach it well, and should hold 
full, appropriate credentials in those subject areas. 

(2) The legislature recognizes widespread concerns 
about the potential for teacher shortages and finds that classi- 
fied instructional staff in public schools, current certificated 
staff, and unemployed certificate holders represent a great 
untapped resource for recruiting more teachers in critical 
shortage areas. [2007 c 396 § 5; 2001 c 158 § 1.] 

Finding—Intent—2007 c 396: See note following RCW 28A.188.020. 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


28A.660.020 Program design—Funding—Reports. 
(1)(a) Alternative route programs are partnerships between 
Washington professional educator standards board-approved 
preparation programs, Washington school districts, and other 
partners as appropriate. Program design of alternative route 
programs must evolve over time to reflect innovations and 
improvements in educator preparation. 

(b) The Washington professional educator standards 
board must construct rules that address the competitive grant 
process and program design. 

(2) As provided in RCW 28A.410.210, it is the duty of 
the Washington professional educator standards board to 
establish policies for the approval of nontraditional prepara- 
tion programs and to provide oversight and accountability 
related to the quality of these programs. In establishing and 
amending rules for alternative route programs, the Washing- 
ton professional educator standards board shall: 

(a) Uphold design criteria for alternative route programs 
that are innovative and reflect evidence-based practice; 

(b) Ensure that approved partnerships reflect district 
engagement in their resident alternative route program as an 
integral part of their future workforce development, as well 
as school and student learning improvement strategies; 

(c) Issue certificates necessary for student teachers to 
serve as substitute teachers in classrooms within the resi- 
dency school for up to ten days per school year; 

(d) Prioritize program designs tailored to the needs of 
experienced paraeducators and candidates of high academic 
attainment in, or with occupational industry experience rele- 
vant to, the subject area they intend to teach. In doing so the 
program designs must take into account school district 
demand for certain teacher credentials; 

(e) Expand access and opportunity for individuals to 
become teachers statewide; and 

(f) Give preference in admissions to applicants for alter- 
native route programs who are eligible veterans or national 
guard members and who meet the entry requirements for the 
alternative route program. 

(3) Beginning December 1, 2017, and by December Ist 
each odd-numbered year thereafter, the Washington profes- 
sional educator standards board shall report to the education 
committees of the house of representatives and the senate the 
following outcomes as indicators that alternative route pro- 
grams are meeting legislative intent through the regulation 
and oversight of the Washington professional educator stan- 
dards board. In considering administrative rules for, and 
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reporting outcomes of, alternative route programs, the Wash- 
ington professional educator standards board shall examine 
the following data on alternative route program participants: 

(a) The number and percentage hired as certificated 
teachers; 

(b) The percentage from underrepresented populations; 

(c) Three-year and five-year retention rates of partici- 
pants hired as certificated teachers; 

(d) The average hiring dates; and 

(e) The percentage hired by districts in which the partic- 
ipants completed their alternative route programs. 

(4) Subject to the availability of amounts appropriated 
for this specific purpose, alternative route programs may 
apply for program funds to pay stipends to trained mentor 
teachers of interns during the mentored internship. The per 
intern amount of mentor stipend provided by state funds shall 
not exceed five hundred dollars. [2019 c 295 § 106; 2017 c 
14 § 1; 2010 c 235 § 503; 2006 c 263 § 816; 2004 c 23 § 2; 
2003 c 410 § 1; 2001 c 158 § 3.] 

Effective date—Findings—Intent—2019 c 295: See notes following 
RCW 28A.310.235. 


Findings—Intent—2019 c 295: See notes following RCW 
28B.10.033. 


Intent—2019 c 295: See note following RCW 28B.102.030. 


Findings—Intent—2019 c 295: See note following RCW 
28A.415.265. 


Findings—Intent—2019 c 295: See note following RCW 
28A.410.287. 


Finding—2010 c 235: See note following RCW 28A.405.245. 


Findings—Purpose—Part headings not law—2006 c 263: See notes 
following RCW 28A.150.230. 


28A.660.035 Partnership programs—Priority assis- 
tance in advancing cultural competency skills. The office 
of the superintendent of public instruction shall identify 
school districts that have the most significant academic dis- 
parities among subgroups of students and for large numbers 
of those students, and districts that should receive priority for 
assistance in advancing cultural competency skills in their 
workforce. The Washington professional educator standards 
board shall provide assistance to the identified school dis- 
tricts to develop partnership programs between the districts 
and teacher preparation programs to provide alternative route 
programs under RCW 28A.660.020 and to recruit paraeduca- 
tors and other persons in the local community to become cer- 
tificated as teachers. An alternative route partnership pro- 
gram proposed by an identified school district shall receive 
priority eligibility for partnership grants under RCW 
28A.660.020. To the maximum extent possible, the board 
shall coordinate the recruiting Washington teachers program 
under RCW 28A.415.370 with the alternative route partner- 
ship programs under this section. [2019 c 295 § 107; 2017 c 
14 § 2; 2009 c 468 § 6.] 

Effective date—Findings—Intent—2019 c 295: See notes following 
RCW 28A.310.235. 


Findings—Intent—2019 c 295: See notes following RCW 
28B.10.033. 


Intent—2019 c 295: See note following RCW 28B.102.030. 


Findings—Intent—2019 c 295: See note following RCW 
28A.415.265. 


Findings—Intent—2019 c 295: See note following RCW 
28A.410.287. 
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Findings—Intent—2009 c 468: See note following RCW 
28A.300.136. 


28A.660.060 Employment of certain personnel not 
affected. School districts or approved private schools' ability 
to employ personnel under certification for emergency or 
temporary, substitute, or provisional duty as authorized by 
chapter 28A.410 RCW are not affected by the provisions of 
this chapter. [2001 c 158 § 10.] 


28A.660.080 Application—Conditional scholarship 
and loan repayment agreements. Nothing in RCW 
28B.102.020, 28B.102.030, 28B.102.045, 28B.102.055, 
28B.102.080 through 28B.102.160, 43.79A.040, or sections 
210 and 226, chapter 295, Laws of 2019 modifies or other- 
wise affects conditional scholarship or loan repayment agree- 
ments under this chapter or chapter 28B.102 RCW existing 
before May 8, 2019. [2019 c 295 § 228.] 


Effective date—Findings—Intent—2019 c 295: See notes following 
RCW 28A.310.235. 


Findings—Intent—2019 c 295: See notes following RCW 
28B.10.033. 


Intent—2019 c 295: See note following RCW 28B.102.030. 


Findings—Intent—2019 c 295: See note following RCW 
28A.415.265. 


Findings—Intent—2019 c 295: See note following RCW 
28A.410.287. 


Chapter 28A.690 RCW 


AGREEMENT ON QUALIFICATIONS OF 
PERSONNEL 


Sections 


28A.690.010 Compact entered into—Terms. 

28A.690.020 Superintendent as "designated state official," compact 
administrator—Professional educator standards board to 
approve text of contracts. 

28A.690.030 True copies of contracts filed in office of superintendent— 
Publication. 


28A.690.010 Compact entered into—Terms. The 
Interstate Agreement on Qualifications of Educational Per- 
sonnel is hereby enacted into law and entered into by this 
state with all other states legally joining therein in the form 
substantially as follows: 


The contracting states solemnly agree that: 
Article I 


1. The states party to this Agreement, desiring by com- 
mon action to improve their respective school systems by uti- 
lizing the teacher or other professional educational person 
wherever educated, declare that it is the policy of each of 
them, on the basis of cooperation with one another, to take 
advantage of the preparation and experience of such persons 
wherever gained, thereby serving the best interests of society, 
of education, and of the teaching profession. It is the purpose 
of this Agreement to provide for the development and execu- 
tion of such programs of cooperation as will facilitate the 
movement of teachers and other professional educational per- 
sonnel among the states party to it, and to authorize specific 
interstate educational personnel contracts to achieve that end. 
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2. The party states find that included in the large move- 
ment of population among all sections of the nation are many 
qualified educational personnel who move for family and 
other personal reasons but who are hindered in using their 
professional skill and experience in their new locations. Vari- 
ations from state to state in requirements for qualifying edu- 
cational personnel discourage such personnel from taking the 
steps necessary to qualify in other states. As a consequence, a 
significant number of professionally prepared and experi- 
enced educators is lost to our school systems. Facilitating the 
employment of qualified educational personnel, without ref- 
erence to their states or origin, can increase the available edu- 
cational resources. Participation in this compact can increase 
the availability of educational manpower. 


Article II 


As used in this Agreement and contracts made pursuant 
to it, unless the context clearly requires otherwise: 


1. "Educational personnel" means persons who must 
meet requirements pursuant to state law as a condition of 
employment in educational programs. 

2. "Designated state official" means the education offi- 
cial of a state selected by that state to negotiate and enter into, 
on behalf of his or her state, contracts pursuant to this Agree- 
ment. 

3. "Accept," or any variant thereof, means to recognize 
and give effect to one or more determinations of another state 
relating to the qualifications of educational personnel in lieu 
of making or requiring a like determination that would other- 
wise be required by or pursuant to the laws of a receiving 
state. 

4. "State" means a state, territory, or possession of the 
United States; the District of Columbia; or the Common- 
wealth of Puerto Rico. 

5. "Originating State" means a state (and the subdivision 
thereof, if any) whose determination that certain educational 
personnel are qualified to be employed for specific duties in 
schools is acceptable in accordance with the terms of a con- 
tract made pursuant to Article III. 

6. "Receiving State" means a state (and the subdivisions 
thereof) which accept educational personnel in accordance 
with the terms of a contract made pursuant to Article II. 


Article IHI 


1. The designated state official of a party state may make 
one or more contracts on behalf of his or her state with one or 
more other party states providing for the acceptance of edu- 
cational personnel. Any such contract for the period of its 
duration shall be applicable to and binding on the states 
whose designated state officials enter into it, and the subdivi- 
sions of those states, with the same force and effect as if 
incorporated in this Agreement. A designated state official 
may enter into a contract pursuant to this Article only with 
states in which he or she finds that there are programs of edu- 
cation, certification standards or other acceptable qualifica- 
tions that assure preparation or qualification of educational 
personnel on a basis sufficiently comparable, even though not 
identical to that prevailing in his or her own state. 

2. Any such contract shall provide for: 

(a) Its duration. 
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(b) The criteria to be applied by an originating state in 
qualifying educational personnel for acceptance by a receiv- 
ing state. 


(c) Such waivers, substitutions, and conditional accep- 
tances as shall aid the practical effectuation of the contract 
without sacrifice of basic educational standards. 


(d) Any other necessary matters. 


3. No contract made pursuant to this Agreement shall be 
for a term longer than five years but any such contract may be 
renewed for like or lesser periods. 


4. Any contract dealing with acceptance of educational 
personnel on the basis of their having completed an educa- 
tional program shall specify the earliest date or dates on 
which originating state approval of the program or programs 
involved can have occurred. No contract made pursuant to 
this Agreement shall require acceptance by a receiving state 
of any persons qualified because of successful completion of 
a program prior to January 1, 1954. 


5. The certification or other acceptance of a person who 
has been accepted pursuant to the terms of a contract shall not 
be revoked or otherwise impaired because the contract has 
expired or been terminated. However, any certificate or other 
qualifying document may be revoked or suspended on any 
ground which would be sufficient for revocation or suspen- 
sion of a certificate or other qualifying document initially 
granted or approved in the receiving state. 


6. A contract committee composed of the designated 
state officials of the contracting states or their representatives 
shall keep the contract under continuous review, study means 
of improving its administration, and report no less frequently 
than once a year to the heads of the appropriate education 
agencies of the contracting states. 


Article IV 


1. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to repeal 
or otherwise modify any law or regulation of a party state 
relating to the approval of programs of educational prepara- 
tion having effect solely on the qualification of educational 
personnel within that state. 


2. To the extent that contracts made pursuant to this 
Agreement deal with the educational requirements for the 
proper qualification of educational personnel, acceptance ofa 
program of educational preparation shall be in accordance 
with such procedures and requirements as may be provided in 
the applicable contract. 


Article V 
The party states agree that: 


1. They will, so far as practicable, prefer the making of 
multilateral contracts pursuant to Article III of this Agree- 
ment. 


2. They will facilitate and strengthen cooperation in 
interstate certification and other elements of educational per- 
sonnel qualification and for this purpose shall cooperate with 
agencies, organizations, and associations interested in certifi- 
cation and other elements of educational personnel qualifica- 
tion. 
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Article VI 


The designated state officials of any party state may 
meet from time to time as a group to evaluate progress under 
the Agreement, and to formulate recommendations for 
changes. 


Article VII 


Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to prevent 
or inhibit other arrangements or practices of any party state or 
states to facilitate the interchange of educational personnel. 


Article VIII 


1. This Agreement shall become effective when enacted 
into law by two states. Thereafter it shall become effective as 
to any state upon its enactment of this Agreement. 

2. Any party state may withdraw from this Agreement by 
enacting a statute repealing the same, but no such withdrawal 
shall take effect until one year after the governor of the with- 
drawing state has given notice in writing of the withdrawal to 
the governors of all other party states. 

3. No withdrawal shall relieve the withdrawing state of 
any obligation imposed upon it by a contract to which it is a 
party. The duration of contracts and the methods and condi- 
tions of withdrawal therefrom shall be those specified in their 
terms. 


Article IX 


This Agreement shall be liberally construed so as to 
effectuate the purposes thereof. The provisions of this Agree- 
ment shall be severable and if any phrase, clause, sentence, or 
provision of this Agreement is declared to be contrary to the 
constitution of any state or of the United States, or the appli- 
cation thereof to any government, agency, person, or circum- 
stance is held invalid, the validity of the remainder of this 
Agreement and the applicability thereof to any government, 
agency, person, or circumstance shall not be affected thereby. 
If this Agreement shall be held contrary to the constitution of 
any state participating therein, the Agreement shall remain in 
full force and effect as to the state affected as to all severable 
matters. [1990 c 33 § 545; 1969 ex.s. c 283 § 4. Formerly 
RCW 28A.93.010, 28.93.010.] 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


28A.690.020 Superintendent as "designated state 
official," compact administrator—Professional educator 
standards board to approve text of contracts. The "desig- 
nated state official" for this state under Article II of RCW 
28A.690.010 shall be the superintendent of public instruc- 
tion, who shall be the compact administrator and who shall 
have power to adopt rules to carry out the terms of this com- 
pact. The superintendent of public instruction shall enter into 
contracts pursuant to Article III of the Agreement only with 
the approval of the specific text thereof by the professional 
educator standards board. [2006 c 263 § 818; 1990 c 33 § 
546; 1969 ex.s. c 283 § 5. Formerly RCW 28A.93.020, 
28.93.020.] 


Findings—Purpose—Part headings not law—2006 c 263: See notes 
following RCW 28A.150.230. 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 
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28A.690.030 True copies of contracts filed in office of 
superintendent—Publication. True copies of all contracts 
made on behalf of this state pursuant to the Agreement as 
provided in RCW 28A.690.010 shall be kept on file in the 
office of the superintendent of public instruction. The super- 
intendent of public instruction shall publish all such contracts 
in convenient form. [1990 c 33 § 547; 1969 ex.s. c 283 § 6. 
Formerly RCW 28A.93.030, 28.93.030.] 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 


Chapter 28A.700 RCW 


SECONDARY CAREER AND TECHNICAL 
EDUCATION 


Sections 


28A.700.005 Findings—Intent—2008 c 170. 

28A.700.010 Career and technical education—Plans—Standards—Tech- 
nical assistance—Leadership development. 

28A.700.020 List of statewide high-demand programs—Definitions. 

28A.700.030 Preparatory secondary career and technical education pro- 
grams—Criteria. 

28A.700.040 Performance measures and targets—Improvement plans— 
Denial of approval or reapproval of program. 

28A.700.050 Grants to develop or upgrade high-demand career and techni- 
cal education programs. 

28A.700.060 Model career and technical education programs. 

28A.700.070 Course equivalencies for career and technical courses—Cur- 
riculum frameworks and course lists—Grants to increase 
academic rigor. 

28A.700.080 Awareness campaign for career and technical education. 

28A.700.090 Grants for state or industry certification testing fees. 

28A.700.100 Entry-level aerospace assembler training program—Grants 
to high schools—Selection criteria—Data collection by 
education data center—Reports. 

28A.700.110 Enhanced manufacturing skills programs—Grants to skill 
centers—Selection criteria—Data collection by education 
data center—Reports. 

28A.700.130 Career launch program funding. 

28A.700.900 Short title. 


28A.700.005 Findings—Intent—2008 c 170. (1) The 
legislature finds that many secondary career and technical 
education programs have made progress in retooling for the 
twenty-first century by aligning with state and nationally cer- 
tified programs that meet industry standards and by increas- 
ing the rigor of academic content in core skills such as read- 
ing, writing, mathematics, and science. 

(2) However, the legislature also finds that increased 
expectations for students to meet the state's academic learn- 
ing standards require students to take remedial courses. The 
state board of education is considering increasing credit 
requirements for high school graduation. Together these pol- 
icies could restrict students from pursuing high quality career 
and technical education programs because students would not 
have adequate time in their schedules to enroll in a progres- 
sive sequence of career and technical courses. 

(3) The legislature further finds that teachers, counsel- 
ors, students, and parents are not well-informed about the 
opportunities presented by high quality career and technical 
education. Secondary career and technical education is not a 
stopping point but a beginning point for further education, 
including through a bachelor's degree. Secondary preappren- 
ticeships and courses aligned to industry standards can lead 
directly to workforce entry as well as to additional education. 
Career and technical education is a proven strategy to engage 
and motivate students, including students at risk of dropping 
out of school entirely. 
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(4) Finally, the legislature finds that state policies have 
been piecemeal in support of career and technical education. 
Laws exist to require state approval of career and technical 
programs, but could be strengthened by requiring alignment 
with industry standards and focusing on high-demand fields. 
Tech prep consortia have developed articulation agreements 
for dual credit and smooth transitions between high schools 
and colleges, but agreements remain highly decentralized 
between individual faculty and individual schools. Laws 
require school districts to create equivalences between aca- 
demic and career and technical courses, but more support and 
professional development is needed to expand these opportu- 
nities. 

(5) Therefore it is the legislature's intent to identify the 
gaps in current laws and policies regarding secondary career 
and technical education and fill those gaps in a comprehen- 
sive fashion to create a coherent whole. This act seeks to 
increase the quality and rigor of secondary career and techni- 
cal education, improve links to postsecondary education, 
encourage and facilitate academic instruction through career 
and technical courses, and expand access to and awareness of 
the opportunities offered by high quality career and technical 
education. [2008 c 170 § 1.] 


28A.700.010 Career and technical education— 
Plans—Standards—Technical assistance—Leadership 
development. (1) To ensure high quality career and techni- 
cal programs, the office of the superintendent of public 
instruction shall periodically review and approve the plans of 
local districts for the delivery of career and technical educa- 
tion. Standards for career and technical programs shall be 
established by the office of the superintendent of public 
instruction. The office of the superintendent of public instruc- 
tion shall develop a schedule for career and technical educa- 
tion plan reapproval under this section that includes an abbre- 
viated review process for programs reapproved after 2005, 
but before June 12, 2008. All school district career and tech- 
nical education programs must meet the requirements of this 
section by August 31, 2010. 

(2) To receive approval, school district plans must: 

(a) Demonstrate how career and technical education pro- 
grams will ensure academic rigor; align with the state's edu- 
cation reform requirements; help address the skills gap of 
Washington's economy; and maintain strong relationships 
with local career and technical education advisory councils 
for the design and delivery of career and technical education; 

(b) Demonstrate a strategy to align the five-year plan- 
ning requirement under the federal Carl Perkins act with the 
state and district career and technical program planning 
requirements that include: 

(i) An assessment of equipment and technology needs to 
support the skills training of technical students; 

(ii) An assessment of industry internships required for 
teachers to ensure the ability to prepare students for industry- 
defined standards or certifications, or both; 

(iii) An assessment of the costs of supporting job shad- 
ows, mentors, community service and industry internships, 
and other activities for student learning in the community; 

(iv) A description of the leadership activities to be pro- 
vided for technical education students; and 

(v) Annual local school board approval; 
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(c) Demonstrate that all preparatory career and technical 
education courses offered by the district meet the require- 
ments of RCW 28A.700.030; 

(d) Demonstrate progress toward meeting or exceeding 
the targets established under RCW 28A.700.040 of an 
increased number of career and technical programs in 
high-demand fields; and 

(e) Demonstrate that approved career and technical pro- 
grams maximize opportunities for students to earn dual credit 
for high school and college. 

(3) To ensure high quality career education programs 
and services in secondary schools, the office of the superin- 
tendent of public instruction may provide technical assistance 
to local districts and develop state guidelines for the delivery 
of career guidance in secondary schools. 

(4) To ensure leadership development, the staff of the 
office of the superintendent of public instruction may serve 
as the state advisors to Washington state FFA, Washington 
future business leaders of America, Washington DECA, 
Washington SkillsUSA, Washington family, career and com- 
munity leaders, and Washington technology students associ- 
ation, and any additional career or technical student organiza- 
tions that are formed. Working with the directors or executive 
secretaries of these organizations, the office of the superin- 
tendent of public instruction may develop tools for the coor- 
dination of leadership activities with the curriculum of tech- 
nical education programs. 

(5) As used in this section, "career and technical educa- 
tion" means a planned program of courses and learning expe- 
riences that begins with exploration of career options; sup- 
ports basic academic and life skills; and enables achievement 
of high academic standards, leadership, options for high skill, 
high wage employment preparation, and advanced and con- 
tinuing education. [2008 c 170 § 101; 2001 c 336 § 2. For- 
merly RCW 28C.04.100.] 


28A.700.020 List of statewide high-demand pro- 
grams—Definitions. (1) The office of the superintendent of 
public instruction, in consultation with the workforce training 
and education coordinating board, the Washington state 
apprenticeship and training council, and the state board for 
community and technical colleges, shall develop a list of 
statewide high-demand programs for secondary career and 
technical education. The list shall be developed using the 
high-demand list maintained by workforce development 
councils in consultation with the employment security 
department, and the high employer demand programs of 
study identified by the workforce training and education 
coordinating board. Local school districts may recommend 
additional high-demand programs in consultation with local 
career and technical education advisory committees by sub- 
mitting evidence of local high demand. 

(2) As used in this section and in RCW 28A.700.040, 
28A.700.050, and 28A.700.060, and *section 307 of this act: 

(a) "High-demand program" means a career and techni- 
cal education program that prepares students for either a high 
employer demand program of study or a high-demand occu- 
pation, or both. 

(b) "High employer demand program of study" means an 
apprenticeship or an undergraduate or graduate certificate or 
degree program in which the number of students per year pre- 
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pared for employment from in-state programs is substantially 
fewer than the number of projected job openings per year in 
that field, either statewide or in a substate region. 


(c) "High-demand occupation" means an occupation 
with a substantial number of current or projected employ- 
ment opportunities. [2012 c 229 § 802; 2008 c 170 § 102.] 


*Reviser's note: Section 307 of this act was vetoed. 


Effective date—2012 c 229 §§ 101, 117, 401, 402, 501 through 594, 
601 through 609, 701 through 708, 801 through 821, 902, and 904: See 
note following RCW 28B.77.005. 


28A.700.030 Preparatory secondary career and tech- 
nical education programs—Criteria. All approved prepa- 
ratory secondary career and technical education programs 
must meet the following minimum criteria: 

(1) Either: 

(a) Lead to a certificate or credential that is state or 
nationally recognized by trades, industries, or other profes- 
sional associations as necessary for employment or advance- 
ment in that field; or 


(b) Allow students to earn dual credit for high school and 
college through tech prep, advanced placement, or other 
agreements or programs; 

(2) Be comprised of a sequenced progression of multiple 
courses that are technically intensive and rigorous; and 

(3) Lead to workforce entry, state or nationally approved 
apprenticeships, or postsecondary education in a related field. 
[2008 c 170 § 103; 2006 c 115 § 2. Formerly RCW 
28C.04.110.] 


28A.700.040 Performance measures and targets— 
Improvement plans—Denial of approval or reapproval of 
program. (1) The office of the superintendent of public 
instruction shall establish performance measures and targets 
and monitor the performance of career and technical educa- 
tion programs in at least the following areas: 

(a) Student participation in and completion of 
high-demand programs as identified under RCW 
28A.700.020; 

(b) Students earning dual credit for high school and col- 
lege; and 

(c) Performance measures and targets established by the 
workforce training and education coordinating board, includ- 
ing but not limited to student academic and technical skill 
attainment, graduation rates, postgraduation employment or 
enrollment in postsecondary education, and other measures 
and targets as required by the federal Carl Perkins act, as 
amended. 


(2) If a school district fails to meet the performance tar- 
gets established under this section, the office of the superin- 
tendent of public instruction may require the district to sub- 
mit an improvement plan. If a district fails to implement an 
improvement plan or continues to fail to meet the perfor- 
mance targets for three consecutive years, the office of the 
superintendent of public instruction may use this failure as 
the basis to deny the approval or reapproval of one or more of 
the district's career and technical education programs. [2008 
c 170 § 104.] 
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28A.700.050 Grants to develop or upgrade high- 
demand career and technical education programs. Sub- 
ject to funds appropriated for this purpose, the office of the 
superintendent of public instruction shall allocate grants to 
middle schools, high schools, or skill centers, to develop or 
upgrade high-demand career and technical education pro- 
grams as identified under RCW 28A.700.020. Grant funds 
shall be allocated on a one-time basis and may be used to pur- 
chase or improve curriculum, create preapprenticeship pro- 
grams, upgrade technology and equipment to meet industry 
standards, and for other purposes intended to initiate a new 
program or improve the rigor and quality of a high-demand 
program. Priority in allocating the funds shall be given to 
programs that are also considered high cost due to the types 
of technology and equipment necessary to maintain industry 
certification. Priority shall also be given to programs consid- 
ered in most high demand in the state or applicable region. 
[2008 c 170 § 105.] 


28A.700.060 Model career and technical education 
programs. (1) The office of the superintendent of public 
instruction, the workforce training and education coordinat- 
ing board, the state board for community and technical col- 
leges, and the council of presidents shall work with local 
school districts, workforce education programs in colleges, 
tech prep consortia, and four-year institutions of higher edu- 
cation to develop model career and technical education pro- 
grams of study as described by this section. 

(2) Career and technical education programs of study: 

(a) Incorporate secondary and postsecondary education 
elements; 

(b) Include coherent and rigorous academic content 
aligned with state learning standards and relevant career and 
technical content in a coordinated, nonduplicative progres- 
sion of courses that are aligned with postsecondary education 
in a related field; 

(c) Include opportunities for students to earn dual high 
school and college credit; and 

(d) Lead to an industry-recognized credential or certifi- 
cate at the postsecondary level, or an associate or baccalaure- 
ate degree. 

(3) During the 2008-09 school year, model career and 
technical education programs of study shall be developed for 
the following high-demand programs: Construction, health 
care, and information technology. Each school year thereaf- 
ter, the office of the superintendent of public instruction, the 
state board for community and technical colleges, and the 
workforce training and education coordinating board shall 
select additional programs of study to develop, with a priority 
on high-demand programs as identified under RCW 
28A.700.020. [2012 c 229 § 803; 2008 c 170 § 107.] 

Effective date—2012 c 229 §§ 101, 117, 401, 402, 501 through 594, 


601 through 609, 701 through 708, 801 through 821, 902, and 904: See 
note following RCW 28B.77.005. 


28A.700.070 Course equivalencies for career and 
technical courses—Curriculum frameworks and course 
lists—Grants to increase academic rigor. (1) The office of 
the superintendent of public instruction shall support school 
district efforts under RCW 28A.230.097 to adopt course 
equivalencies for career and technical courses by: 
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(a) Recommending career and technical curriculum suit- 
able for course equivalencies; 

(b) Publicizing best practices for high schools and school 
districts in developing and adopting course equivalencies; 
and 

(c) In consultation with the Washington association for 
career and technical education, providing professional devel- 
opment, technical assistance, and guidance for school dis- 
tricts seeking to expand their lists of equivalent courses. 

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction 
shall provide professional development, technical assistance, 
and guidance for school districts to develop career and tech- 
nical course equivalencies that also qualify as advanced 
placement courses. 

(3) The superintendent of public instruction, in consulta- 
tion with one or more technical working groups convened for 
this purpose, shall develop and, after an opportunity for pub- 
lic comment, approve curriculum frameworks for a selected 
list of career and technical courses that may be offered by 
high schools or skill centers whose academic standards con- 
tent is considered equivalent in full or in part to the academic 
courses that meet high school graduation requirements. 
These courses may include equivalency to English language 
arts, mathematics, science, social studies, arts, world lan- 
guages, or health and physical education. The content of the 
courses must be aligned with the most current Washington K- 
12 learning standards in English language arts, mathematics, 
science, arts, world languages, health and physical education, 
social studies, and required industry standards. The first list 
of courses under this subsection must be developed and 
approved before the 2015-16 school year. Thereafter, the 
superintendent of public instruction may periodically update 
or revise the list of courses using the process in this subsec- 
tion. 

(4) Subject to funds appropriated for this purpose, the 
superintendent of public instruction shall allocate grant funds 
to school districts to increase the integration and rigor of aca- 
demic instruction in career and technical courses. Grant 
recipients are encouraged to use grant funds to support teams 
of academic and technical teachers. The superintendent of 
public instruction may require that grant recipients provide 
matching resources using federal Carl Perkins funds or other 
fund sources. [2018 c 191 § 1; 2018 c 177 § 304; 2014 c 217 
§ 101; 2008 c 170 § 201.] 

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2018 c 177 § 304 and by 
2018 c 191 § 1, each without reference to the other. Both amendments are 
incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW 1.12.025(2). For 
tule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1). 

Finding—Intent—2018 c 177: See note following RCW 28A.305.905. 

Finding—Intent—2014 c 217: See note following RCW 28A.150.220. 


28A.700.080 Awareness campaign for career and 
technical education. (1) Subject to funds appropriated for 
this purpose, the office of the superintendent of public 
instruction shall develop and conduct an ongoing campaign 
for career and technical education to increase awareness 
among teachers, counselors, students, parents, principals, 
school administrators, and the general public about the 
opportunities offered by rigorous career and technical educa- 
tion programs. Messages in the campaign shall emphasize 
career and technical education as a high quality educational 
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pathway for students, including for students who seek 
advanced education that includes a bachelor's degree or 
beyond. In particular, the office shall provide information 
about the following: 

(a) The model career and technical education programs 
of study developed under RCW 28A.700.060; 

(b) Career and technical education course equivalencies 
and dual credit for high school and college; 

(c) The availability of scholarships for postsecondary 
workforce education, including the Washington award for 
vocational excellence, and apprenticeships through the 
opportunity grant program under RCW 28B.50.271, grants 
under RCW 28A.700.090, and other programs; and 

(d) Education, apprenticeship, and career opportunities 
in emerging and high-demand programs. 

(2) The office shall use multiple strategies in the cam- 
paign depending on available funds, including developing an 
interactive web site to encourage and facilitate career explo- 
ration; conducting training and orientation for guidance 
counselors and teachers; and developing and disseminating 
printed materials. 

(3) The office shall seek advice, participation, and finan- 
cial assistance from the workforce training and education 
coordinating board, higher education institutions, founda- 
tions, employers, apprenticeship and training councils, work- 
force development councils, and business and labor organiza- 
tions for the campaign. [2019 c 252 § 116; 2008 c 170 § 
301.] 

Intent—2019 c 252: See note following RCW 28A.655.250. 


28A.700.090 Grants for state or industry certifica- 
tion testing fees. (1) Subject to funds appropriated for this 
purpose, the office of the superintendent of public instruction 
shall provide grants to eligible students to offset the costs of 
required examination or testing fees associated with obtain- 
ing state or industry certification in the student's career and 
technical education program. 

(2) The office shall establish maximum grant amounts 
and a process for students to apply for the grants. 

(3) For the purposes of this section, "eligible student" 
means: 

(a) A student enrolled in a secondary career and techni- 
cal education program where state or industry certification 
can be obtained without additional postsecondary work or 
study; or 

(b) A student who completed a secondary career and 
technical education program in a Washington public school 
and is seeking state or industry certification in a program 
requiring additional postsecondary work or study or where 
there are age limitations on certification. 

(4) Eligible students must have a family income that is at 
or below two hundred percent of the federal poverty level 
using the most current guidelines available from the United 
States department of health and human services. [2008 c 170 
§ 302.] 


28A.700.100 Entry-level aerospace assembler train- 
ing program—Grants to high schools—Selection crite- 
ria—Data collection by education data center—Reports. 
(1)(a) Subject to funds appropriated for this purpose, the 
office of the superintendent of public instruction shall allo- 
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cate grants to high schools to implement a training program 
to prepare students for employment as entry-level aerospace 
assemblers. Grant funds must be allocated on a one-time 
basis and may be used to purchase or improve course curric- 
ulum, purchase course equipment, and support professional 
development for course teachers. The office of the superin- 
tendent of public instruction shall consult and team with the 
community and technical colleges' center of excellence for 
aerospace and advanced materials manufacturing regarding 
the developing aerospace program of study and industry 
career needs. This information must assist the office of the 
superintendent of public instruction in refining specific 
aspects to the criteria in (b) of this subsection and leveraging 
advantages and opportunities for students in selected high 
schools. 

(b) The superintendent of public instruction must select 
grant recipients based on the criteria in this subsection (1)(b). 
This is a competitive grant process. Successful high school 
applicants must: 

(i) Demonstrate engaged and committed high school and 
district leadership and faculty in support of the aerospace 
assembler program; 

(ii) Demonstrate capacity to offer the program and max- 
imize the use of grant resources addressing: Availability of 
appropriate physical space, meeting program technology 
requirements, providing projected enrollment from the high 
school as well as from other area high schools as appropriate, 
planned hours and days each week the program is to be 
offered, and other specific program requirements set forth by 
the office of the superintendent of public instruction; 

(iii) Demonstrate linkages to programs at local commu- 
nity and technical colleges and private technical schools to 
provide a seamless pathway for students to continue their 
education and career preparation beyond high school; 

(iv) Demonstrate a history of successful partnerships 
within the community and partner support for implementing 
an entry-level aerospace assembler program that includes one 
or more of the following: Apprenticeships, supplying materi- 
als, instruction support, internships, mentorships, and other 
program components; 

(v) Provide the plan for program implementation that 
includes a beginning date for first classes as well as plans for 
recruiting and retaining students in the course; and 

(vi) Demonstrate capacity to continue the program in 
years succeeding the initial grant year. 

(2) The education data center in the office of financial 
management must collect aerospace assembler program stu- 
dent participation and completion data for grant recipient 
high schools. The center must follow students to employment 
or further training and education in the two years following 
the students’ completion of the program. Findings must be 
reported beginning in January 2014 and each January thereaf- 
ter through January 2018 to the governor, the office of the 
superintendent of public instruction, other appropriate state 
agencies, and the appropriate education and fiscal commit- 
tees of the legislature. [2011 2nd sp.s. c 1 § 2.] 


Findings—Intent—2011 2nd sp.s. c 1: "The legislature finds that 
careers in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) are 
critically important to the state's economy and will grow in importance in the 
future. The vitality of STEM product and process development, manufactur- 
ing, international trade, and research are dependent on a well-educated, 
trained, creative workforce. The legislature also finds that there are current 
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employment opportunities and projected high employer demands in STEM 
careers. The legislature further finds that the interdisciplinary connections of 
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics taught in integrated, 
applied, and hands-on courses not only deepens content understanding but 
also extends and expands that learning to thoughtful and creative problem- 
solving practices on the assembly line, in the laboratory, and at the drawing 
board. 


It is the intent of the legislature to support STEM education programs to 
help increase the number of Washingtonians prepared to enter STEM career 
fields. It is also the intent of the legislature to support courses and programs 
that begin in high school and build upon one another so that technical certi- 
fications and degrees are connected from high schools and skill centers to 
community and technical colleges and four-year universities." [2011 2nd 
sp.s.c 1 § 1.] 


28A.700.110 Enhanced manufacturing skills pro- 
grams—Grants to skill centers—Selection criteria—Data 
collection by education data center—Reports. (1) Subject 
to funds appropriated for this purpose, the office of the super- 
intendent of public instruction shall allocate grants to skill 
centers to implement enhanced manufacturing skills pro- 
grams. Grant funds must be allocated on a one-time basis and 
may be used to purchase or improve program curriculum, 
purchase course equipment, and support professional devel- 
opment for program teachers. The office of the superinten- 
dent of public instruction shall consult and team with the 
community and technical colleges' center of excellence for 
aerospace and advanced materials manufacturing regarding 
the developing aerospace program of study and industry 
career needs as well as other community and technical col- 
lege manufacturing programs. This information must assist 
the office of the superintendent of public instruction in refin- 
ing specific aspects to the criteria in subsection (2) of this 
section and leveraging advantages and opportunities for stu- 
dents in selected skill centers. 

(2) The superintendent of public instruction must select 
grant recipients based on the criteria in this subsection (2). 
This is a competitive grant process. Successful skill center 
applicants must: 

(a) Demonstrate that enhanced manufacturing skills pro- 
grams meet industry certification standards; 

(b) Demonstrate engaged and committed skill center and 
school district leadership and faculty in support of the pro- 
gram, 

(c) Demonstrate capacity to offer the enhanced manufac- 
turing skills programs and maximize the use of grant 
resources addressing: Availability of appropriate physical 
space, meeting program technology requirements, providing 
projected enrollment from area high schools and students 
from area community and technical colleges if space is avail- 
able, planned hours and days each week the program is to be 
offered, and other specific program requirements set forth by 
the office of the superintendent of public instruction; 

(d) Demonstrate linkages to programs at local commu- 
nity and technical colleges and private technical schools to 
provide a seamless pathway for students to continue their 
education and career preparation beyond high school; 

(e) Demonstrate a history of successful partnerships 
within the community and partner support for implementing 
an enhanced manufacturing skills program that includes one 
or more of the following: Apprenticeships, supplying materi- 
als, instruction support, internships, mentorships, and other 
program components; 
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(f) Provide the plan for program implementation that 
includes a beginning date for first classes as well as plans for 
recruiting and retaining students in the program; and 

(g) Demonstrate capacity to continue the program in 
years succeeding the initial grant year. 

(3) The education research center in the office of finan- 
cial management must collect enhanced manufacturing skills 
programs student participation and completion data for grant 
recipient skill centers. The center must follow students to 
employment or further training and education in the two 
years following the students' completion of the program. 
Findings must be reported beginning in January 2014 and 
each January thereafter through January 2018 to the gover- 
nor, the office of the superintendent of public instruction, 
other appropriate state agencies, and the appropriate educa- 
tion and fiscal committees of the legislature. [2011 2nd sp.s. 
c1§3.] 

Findings—Intent—2011 2nd sp.s. c 1: See note following RCW 
28A.700.100. 


28A.700.130 Career launch program funding. (1) 
Beginning in the 2019-20 school year, to allow students to 
engage in learning outside of the school day or in a summer 
program, school districts shall be funded up to one and two- 
tenths full-time equivalents for career launch programs, as 
defined in RCW 28C.30.020. 

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction 
shall develop procedures to ensure that school districts do not 
report any student for more than one and two-tenths full-time 
equivalent students, combining both the student's high school 
enrollment and career launch enrollment. [2019 c 406 § 60.] 

Findings—Intent—2019 c 406: See note following RCW 43.79.195. 


Findings—Short title—2019 c 406: See notes following RCW 
28B.92.200. 


Findings—2019 c 406: See note following RCW 28B.94.020. 
Findings—Intent—2019 c 406: See note following RCW 28C.30.050. 
Findings—Intent—2019 c 406: See note following RCW 43.216.135. 


28A.700.900 Short title. This chapter may be known 
and cited as the career and technical education act. [2008 c 
170 § 406.] 


Chapter 28A.705 RCW 


INTERSTATE COMPACT ON EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITY FOR MILITARY CHILDREN 


Sections 


28A.705.010 Compact provisions. 
28A.705.020 Review of implementation—Recommendation. 


28A.705.010 Compact provisions. 


ARTICLE I 
PURPOSE 


It is the purpose of this compact to remove barriers to 
educational success imposed on children of military families 
because of frequent moves and deployment of their parents 
by: 

A. Facilitating the timely enrollment of children of mili- 
tary families and ensuring that they are not placed at a disad- 
vantage due to difficulty in the transfer of education records 
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from the previous school districts or variations in entrance 
and age requirements; 

B. Facilitating the student placement process through 
which children of military families are not disadvantaged by 
variations in attendance requirements, scheduling, sequenc- 
ing, grading, course content, or assessment; 

C. Facilitating the qualification and eligibility for enroll- 
ment, educational programs, and participation in extracurric- 
ular academic, athletic, and social activities; 

D. Facilitating the on-time graduation of children of mil- 
itary families; 

E. Providing for the promulgation and enforcement of 
administrative rules implementing the provisions of this com- 
pact; 

F. Providing for the uniform collection and sharing of 
information between and among member states, schools, and 
military families under this compact; 

G. Promoting coordination between this compact and 
other compacts affecting military children; and 

H. Promoting flexibility and cooperation between the 
educational system, parents, and the student in order to 
achieve educational success for the student. 


ARTICLE II 
DEFINITIONS 


As used in this compact, unless the context clearly 
requires a different construction: 

A. "Active duty" means full-time duty status in the active 
uniformed service of the United States, including members of 
the national guard and reserve on active duty orders pursuant 
to 10 U.S.C. Secs. 1209 and 1211. 

B. "Children of military families" means school-aged 
children, enrolled in kindergarten through twelfth grade, in 
the household of an active duty member. 

C. "Compact commissioner" means the voting represen- 
tative of each compacting state appointed pursuant to Article 
VIII of this compact. 

D. "Deployment" means the period one month prior to 
the service members' departure from their home station on 
military orders through six months after return to their home 
station. 

E. "Education records" or "educational records" means 
those official records, files, and data directly related to a stu- 
dent and maintained by the school or local education agency, 
including but not limited to, records encompassing all the 
material kept in the student's cumulative folder such as gen- 
eral identifying data, records of attendance and of academic 
work completed, records of achievement and results of eval- 
uative tests, health data, disciplinary status, test protocols, 
and individualized education programs. 

F. "Extracurricular activities" means a voluntary activity 
sponsored by the school or local education agency or an orga- 
nization sanctioned by the local education agency. Extracur- 
ricular activities include, but are not limited to, preparation 
for and involvement in public performances, contests, ath- 
letic competitions, demonstrations, displays, and club activi- 
ties. 

G. "Interstate commission on educational opportunity 
for military children" means the commission that is created 
under Article IX of this compact, which is generally referred 
to as the interstate commission. 
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H. "Local education agency" means a public authority 
legally constituted by the state as an administrative agency to 
provide control of and direction for kindergarten through 
twelfth grade public educational institutions. 

I. "Member state" means a state that has enacted this 
compact. 

J. "Military installation" means a base, camp, post, sta- 
tion, yard, center, homeport facility for any ship, or other 
activity under the jurisdiction of the United States department 
of defense, including any leased facility, which is located 
within any of the several states, the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
Guam, American Samoa, the Northern Mariana Islands, and 
any other U.S. territory. Such term does not include any facil- 
ity used primarily for civil works, rivers and harbors projects, 
or flood control projects. 

K. "Nonmember state" means a state that has not enacted 
this compact. 

L. "Receiving state" means the state to which a child of a 
military family is sent, brought, or caused to be sent or 
brought. 

M. "Rule" means a written statement by the interstate 
commission promulgated pursuant to Article XII of this com- 
pact that is of general applicability, implements, interprets, or 
prescribes a policy or provision of the compact, or an organi- 
zational, procedural, or practice requirement of the interstate 
commission, and has the force and effect of statutory law in a 
member state, and includes the amendment, repeal, or sus- 
pension of an existing rule. 

N. "Sending state" means the state from which a child of 
a military family is sent, brought, or caused to be sent or 
brought. 

O. "State" means a state of the United States, the District 
of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the Northern Mari- 
ana Islands, and any other U.S. territory. 

P. "Student" means the child of a military family for 
whom the local education agency receives public funding and 
who is formally enrolled in kindergarten through twelfth 
grade. 

Q. "Transition" means: (1) The formal and physical pro- 
cess of transferring from school to school; or (2) the period of 
time in which a student moves from one school in the sending 
state to another school in the receiving state. 

R. "Uniformed services" means the army, navy, air 
force, marine corps, and coast guard, as well as the commis- 
sioned corps of the national oceanic and atmospheric admin- 
istration, and public health services. 

S. "Veteran" means a person who served in the uni- 
formed services and who was discharged or released there- 
from under conditions other than dishonorable. 


ARTICLE III 
APPLICABILITY 


A. Except as otherwise provided in section B of this arti- 
cle, this compact shall apply to the children of: 

1. Active duty members of the uniformed services as 
defined in this compact, including members of the national 
guard and reserve on active duty orders pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 
Secs. 1209 and 1211; 
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2. Members or veterans of the uniformed services who 
are severely injured and medically discharged or retired for a 
period of one year after medical discharge or retirement; and 

3. Members of the uniformed services who die on active 
duty or as a result of injuries sustained on active duty for a 
period of one year after death. 

B. The provisions of this interstate compact shall only 
apply to local education agencies as defined in this compact. 

C. The provisions of this compact shall not apply to the 
children of: 

1. Inactive members of the national guard and military 
reserves; 

2. Members of the uniformed services now retired, 
except as provided in section A of this article; 

3. Veterans of the uniformed services, except as pro- 
vided in section A of this article; and 

4. Other U.S. department of defense personnel and other 
federal agency civilian and contract employees not defined as 
active duty members of the uniformed services. 


ARTICLE IV 
EDUCATIONAL RECORDS AND ENROLLMENT 


A. Unofficial or "hand-carried" education records - In 
the event that official education records cannot be released to 
the parents for the purpose of transfer, the custodian of the 
records in the sending state shall prepare and furnish to the 
parent a complete set of unofficial educational records con- 
taining uniform information as determined by the interstate 
commission. Upon receipt of the unofficial education records 
by a school in the receiving state, the school shall enroll and 
appropriately place the student based on the information pro- 
vided in the unofficial records pending validation by the offi- 
cial records, as quickly as possible. 

B. Official education records and transcripts -Simultane- 
ous with the enrollment and conditional placement of the stu- 
dent, the school in the receiving state shall request the stu- 
dent's official education record from the school in the sending 
state. Upon receipt of this request, the school in the sending 
state will process and furnish the official education records to 
the school in the receiving state within ten days or within 
such time as is reasonably determined under the rules pro- 
mulgated by the interstate commission. However, if the stu- 
dent has an unpaid fine at a public school or unpaid tuition, 
fees, or fines at a private school, then the sending school shall 
send the information requested but may withhold the official 
transcript until the monetary obligation is met. 

C. Immunizations - On or before the first day of atten- 
dance, the parent or guardian must meet the immunization 
documentation requirements of the Washington board of 
health. Compacting states shall give thirty days from the date 
of enrollment or within such time as is reasonably determined 
under the rules promulgated by the interstate commission, for 
students to obtain any immunizations required by the receiv- 
ing state. For a series of immunizations, initial vaccinations 
must be obtained within thirty days or within such time as is 
reasonably determined under the rules promulgated by the 
interstate commission. 

D. Kindergarten and first grade entrance age - Students 
shall be allowed to continue their enrollment at grade level in 
the receiving state commensurate with their grade level 
(including kindergarten) from a local education agency in the 
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sending state at the time of transition, regardless of age. A 
student who has satisfactorily completed the prerequisite 
grade level in the local education agency in the sending state 
shall be eligible for enrollment in the next highest grade level 
in the receiving state, regardless of age. A student transfer- 
ring after the start of the school year in the receiving state 
shall enter the school in the receiving state on his or her vali- 
dated level from an accredited school in the sending state. 


ARTICLE V 
PLACEMENT AND ATTENDANCE 


A. Course placement - When the student transfers before 
or during the school year, the receiving state school shall ini- 
tially honor placement of the student in educational courses 
based on the student's enrollment in the sending state school 
and/or educational assessments conducted at the school in the 
sending state if the courses are offered and if space is avail- 
able, as determined by the school district. Course placement 
includes but is not limited to honors, international baccalau- 
reate, advanced placement, vocational, technical, and career 
pathways courses. Continuing the student's academic pro- 
gram from the previous school and promoting placement in 
academically and career challenging courses should be para- 
mount when considering placement. This does not preclude 
the school in the receiving state from performing subsequent 
evaluations to ensure appropriate placement and continued 
enrollment of the student in the courses. 

B. Educational program placement - The receiving state 
school shall initially honor placement of the student in educa- 
tional programs based on current educational assessments 
conducted at the school in the sending state or participation 
and placement in like programs in the sending state and if 
space is available, as determined by the school district. Such 
programs include, but are not limited to: (1) Gifted and tal- 
ented programs; and (2) English as a second language (ESL). 
This does not preclude the school in the receiving state from 
performing subsequent evaluations to ensure appropriate 
placement of the student. 

C. Special education services - (1) In compliance with 
the federal requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA), 20 U.S.C. Sec. 1400 et seq., the 
receiving state shall initially provide comparable services to 
a student with disabilities based on his or her current Individ- 
ualized Education Program (IEP); and (2) in compliance with 
the requirements of section 504 of the rehabilitation act, 29 
U.S.C. Sec. 794, and with Title II of the Americans with dis- 
abilities act, 42 U.S.C. Secs. 12131-12165, the receiving state 
shall make reasonable accommodations and modifications to 
address the needs of incoming students with disabilities, sub- 
ject to an existing 504 or Title II plan, to provide the student 
with equal access to education. This does not preclude the 
school in the receiving state from performing subsequent 
evaluations to ensure appropriate placement of the student. 

D. Placement flexibility - Local education agency 
administrative officials shall have flexibility in waiving 
course and program prerequisites, or other preconditions for 
placement in courses and programs offered under the juris- 
diction of the local education agency. 

E. Absence as related to deployment activities - A stu- 
dent whose parent or legal guardian is an active duty member 
of the uniformed services, as defined by this compact, and 
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has been called to duty for, is on leave from, or immediately 
returned from deployment to a combat zone or combat sup- 
port posting, shall be granted additional excused absences at 
the discretion of the local education agency superintendent to 
visit with his or her parent or legal guardian relative to such 
leave or deployment of the parent or guardian. 


ARTICLE VI 
ELIGIBILITY 


A. Eligibility for enrollment 

1. Special power of attorney, relative to the guardianship 
of a child of a military family and executed under applicable 
law shall be sufficient for the purposes of enrollment and all 
other actions requiring parental participation and consent. 

2. A local education agency shall be prohibited from 
charging local tuition to a transitioning military child placed 
in the care of a noncustodial parent or other person standing 
in loco parentis who lives in a jurisdiction other than that of 
the custodial parent. 

3. A transitioning military child, placed in the care of a 
noncustodial parent or other person standing in loco parentis 
who lives in a jurisdiction other than that of the custodial par- 
ent, may continue to attend the school in which he or she was 
enrolled while residing with the custodial parent. 

B. Eligibility for extracurricular participation - Under 
RCW 28A.225.280, the Washington interscholastic activities 
association and local education agencies shall facilitate the 
opportunity for transitioning military children's inclusion in 
extracurricular activities, regardless of application deadlines, 
to the extent they are otherwise qualified and space is avail- 
able, as determined by the school district. 


ARTICLE VII 
GRADUATION 


In order to facilitate the on-time graduation of children 
of military families, states and local education agencies shall 
incorporate the following procedures: 

A. Waiver requirements - Local education agency 
administrative officials shall waive specific courses required 
for graduation if similar coursework has been satisfactorily 
completed in another local education agency or shall provide 
reasonable justification for denial. Should a waiver not be 
granted to a student who would qualify to graduate from the 
sending school, the local education agency shall use best 
efforts to provide an alternative means of acquiring required 
coursework so that graduation may occur on time. 

B. Exit exams - For students entering high school in 
eleventh or twelfth grade, states shall accept: (1) Exit or 
end-of-course exams required for graduation from the send- 
ing state; or (2) national norm-referenced achievement tests; 
or (3) alternative testing, in lieu of testing requirements for 
graduation in the receiving state. In the event the above alter- 
natives cannot be accommodated by the receiving state for a 
student transferring in his or her senior year, then the provi- 
sions of section C of this article shall apply. 

C. Transfers during senior year - Should a military stu- 
dent transferring at the beginning or during his or her senior 
year be ineligible to graduate from the receiving local educa- 
tion agency after all alternatives have been considered, the 
sending and receiving local education agencies shall ensure 
the receipt of a diploma from the sending local education 
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agency, if the student meets the graduation requirements of 
the sending local education agency. In the event that one of 
the states in question is not a member of this compact, the 
member state shall use best efforts to facilitate the on-time 
graduation of the student in accordance with sections A and 
B of this article. 


ARTICLE VIII 
STATE COORDINATION 


A. Each member state shall, through the creation of a 
state council or use of an existing body or board, provide for 
the coordination among its agencies of government, local 
education agencies, and military installations concerning the 
state's participation in, and compliance with, this compact 
and interstate commission activities. While each member 
state may determine the membership of its own state council, 
its membership must include at least: The state superinten- 
dent of public instruction, a superintendent of a school dis- 
trict with a high concentration of military children, a repre- 
sentative from a military installation, one representative each 
from the legislative and executive branches of government, 
and other offices and stakeholder groups the state council 
deems appropriate. A member state that does not have a 
school district deemed to contain a high concentration of mil- 
itary children may appoint a superintendent from another 
school district to represent local education agencies on the 
state council. 

B. The state council of each member state shall appoint 
or designate a military family education liaison to assist mil- 
itary families and the state in facilitating the implementation 
of this compact. 

C. The compact commissioner responsible for the 
administration and management of the state's participation in 
the compact shall be appointed by the governor or as other- 
wise determined by each member state. The governor is 
strongly encouraged to appoint a practicing K-12 educator as 
the compact commissioner. 

D. The compact commissioner and the military family 
education liaison designated herein shall be ex officio mem- 
bers of the state council, unless either is already a full voting 
member of the state council. 


ARTICLE Ix 
INTERSTATE COMMISSION ON EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITY FOR MILITARY CHILDREN 


The member states hereby create the "interstate commis- 
sion on educational opportunity for military children." The 
activities of the interstate commission are the formation of 
public policy and are a discretionary state function. The inter- 
state commission shall: 

A. Be a body corporate and joint agency of the member 
states and shall have all the responsibilities, powers, and 
duties set forth herein, and such additional powers as may be 
conferred upon it by a subsequent concurrent action of the 
respective legislatures of the member states in accordance 
with the terms of this compact; 

B. Consist of one interstate commission voting represen- 
tative from each member state who shall be that state's com- 
pact commissioner. 

1. Each member state represented at a meeting of the 
interstate commission is entitled to one vote. 
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2. A majority of the total member states shall constitute 
a quorum for the transaction of business, unless a larger quo- 
rum is required by the bylaws of the interstate commission. 

3. A representative shall not delegate a vote to another 
member state. In the event the compact commissioner is 
unable to attend a meeting of the interstate commission, the 
governor or state council may delegate voting authority to 
another person from their state for a specified meeting. 

4. The bylaws may provide for meetings of the interstate 
commission to be conducted by telecommunication or elec- 
tronic communication; 

C. Consist of ex officio, nonvoting representatives who 
are members of interested organizations. Such ex officio 
members, as defined in the bylaws, may include but not be 
limited to, members of the representative organizations of 
military family advocates, local education agency officials, 
parent and teacher groups, the U.S. department of defense, 
the education commission of the states, the interstate agree- 
ment on the qualification of educational personnel, and other 
interstate compacts affecting the education of children of mil- 
itary members; 

D. Meet at least once each calendar year. The chairper- 
son may call additional meetings and, upon the request of a 
simple majority of the member states, shall call additional 
meetings; 

E. Establish an executive committee, whose members 
shall include the officers of the interstate commission and 
such other members of the interstate commission as deter- 
mined by the bylaws. Members of the executive committee 
shall serve a one-year term. Members of the executive com- 
mittee shall be entitled to one vote each. The executive com- 
mittee shall have the power to act on behalf of the interstate 
commission, with the exception of rule making, during peri- 
ods when the interstate commission is not in session. The 
executive committee shall oversee the day-to-day activities 
of the administration of the compact including enforcement 
and compliance with the provisions of the compact, its 
bylaws and rules, and other such duties as deemed necessary. 
The U.S. department of defense shall serve as an ex officio, 
nonvoting member of the executive committee; 

F. Establish bylaws and rules that provide for conditions 
and procedures under which the interstate commission shall 
make its information and official records available to the 
public for inspection or copying. The interstate commission 
may exempt from disclosure information or official records 
to the extent they would adversely affect personal privacy 
rights or proprietary interests; 

G. Give public notice of all meetings and all meetings 
shall be open to the public, except as set forth in the rules or 
as otherwise provided in the compact. The interstate commis- 
sion and its committees may close a meeting, or portion 
thereof, where it determines by two-thirds vote that an open 
meeting would be likely to: 

1. Relate solely to the interstate commission's internal 
personnel practices and procedures; 

2. Disclose matters specifically exempted from disclo- 
sure by federal and state statute; 

3. Disclose trade secrets or commercial or financial 
information which is privileged or confidential; 

4. Involve accusing a person of a crime, or formally cen- 
suring a person; 
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5. Disclose information of a personal nature where dis- 
closure would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 
personal privacy; 

6. Disclose investigative records compiled for law 
enforcement purposes; or 

7. Specifically relate to the interstate commission's par- 
ticipation in a civil action or other legal proceeding; 

H. Cause its legal counsel or designee to certify that a 
meeting may be closed and shall reference each relevant 
exemptible provision for any meeting, or portion of a meet- 
ing, which is closed pursuant to this provision. The interstate 
commission shall keep minutes which shall fully and clearly 
describe all matters discussed in a meeting and shall provide 
a full and accurate summary of actions taken, and the reasons 
therefor, including a description of the views expressed and 
the record of a roll call vote. All documents considered in 
connection with an action shall be identified in such minutes. 
All minutes and documents of a closed meeting shall remain 
under seal, subject to release by a majority vote of the inter- 
state commission; 

I. Collect standardized data concerning the educational 
transition of the children of military families under this com- 
pact as directed through its rules which shall specify the data 
to be collected, the means of collection, and data exchange 
and reporting requirements. Such methods of data collection, 
exchange, and reporting shall, in so far as is reasonably pos- 
sible, conform to current technology and coordinate its infor- 
mation functions with the appropriate custodian of records as 
identified in the bylaws and rules; 

J. Create a process that permits military officials, educa- 
tion officials, and parents to inform the interstate commission 
if and when there are alleged violations of the compact or its 
tules or when issues subject to the jurisdiction of the compact 
or its rules are not addressed by the state or local education 
agency. This section shall not be construed to create a private 
right of action against the interstate commission or any mem- 
ber state. 


ARTICLE X 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE INTERSTATE 
COMMISSION 


The interstate commission shall have the following pow- 
ers: 

A. To provide for dispute resolution among member 
states; 

B. To promulgate rules and take all necessary actions to 
effect the goals, purposes, and obligations as enumerated in 
this compact. The rules shall have the force and effect of stat- 
utory law and shall be binding in the compact states to the 
extent and in the manner provided in this compact; 

C. To issue, upon request of a member state, advisory 
opinions concerning the meaning or interpretation of the 
interstate compact, its bylaws, rules, and actions; 

D. To enforce compliance with the compact provisions, 
the rules promulgated by the interstate commission, and the 
bylaws, using all necessary and proper means, including but 
not limited to the use of judicial process; 

E. To establish and maintain offices which shall be 
located within one or more of the member states; 

F. To purchase and maintain insurance and bonds; 
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G. To borrow, accept, hire, or contract for services of 
personnel; 

H. To establish and appoint committees including, but 
not limited to, an executive committee as required by Article 
IX, section E of this compact, which shall have the power to 
act on behalf of the interstate commission in carrying out its 
powers and duties hereunder; 

I. To elect or appoint such officers, attorneys, employ- 
ees, agents, or consultants, and to fix their compensation, 
define their duties, and determine their qualifications; and to 
establish the interstate commission's personnel policies and 
programs relating to conflicts of interest, rates of compensa- 
tion, and qualifications of personnel; 

J. To accept any and all donations and grants of money, 
equipment, supplies, materials, and services, and to receive, 
utilize, and dispose of it; 

K. To lease, purchase, accept contributions or donations 
of, or otherwise to own, hold, improve, or use any property, 
real, personal, or mixed; 

L. To sell, convey, mortgage, pledge, lease, exchange, 
abandon, or otherwise dispose of any property, real, personal, 
or mixed; 

M. To establish a budget and make expenditures; 

N. To adopt a seal and bylaws governing the manage- 
ment and operation of the interstate commission; 

O. To report annually to the legislatures, governors, judi- 
ciary, and state councils of the member states concerning the 
activities of the interstate commission during the preceding 
year. Such reports shall also include any recommendations 
that may have been adopted by the interstate commission; 

P. To coordinate education, training, and public aware- 
ness regarding the compact, its implementation, and opera- 
tion for officials and parents involved in such activity; 

Q. To establish uniform standards for the reporting, col- 
lecting, and exchanging of data; 

R. To maintain corporate books and records in accor- 
dance with the bylaws; 

S. To perform such functions as may be necessary or 
appropriate to achieve the purposes of this compact; and 

T. To provide for the uniform collection and sharing of 
information between and among member states, schools, and 
military families under this compact. 


ARTICLE XI 
ORGANIZATION AND OPERATION OF THE 
INTERSTATE COMMISSION 


A. The interstate commission shall, by a majority of the 
members present and voting, within twelve months after the 
first interstate commission meeting, adopt bylaws to govern 
its conduct as may be necessary or appropriate to carry out 
the purposes of the compact, including, but not limited to: 

1. Establishing the fiscal year of the interstate commis- 
sion; 

2. Establishing an executive committee, and such other 
committees as may be necessary; 

3. Providing for the establishment of committees and for 
governing any general or specific delegation of authority or 
function of the interstate commission; 

4. Providing reasonable procedures for calling and con- 
ducting meetings of the interstate commission, and ensuring 
reasonable notice of each such meeting; 
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5. Establishing the titles and responsibilities of the offi- 
cers and staff of the interstate commission; 

6. Providing a mechanism for concluding the operations 
of the interstate commission and the return of surplus funds 
that may exist upon the termination of the compact after the 
payment and reserving of all of its debts and obligations; and 

7. Providing "start-up" rules for initial administration of 
the compact. 

B. The interstate commission shall, by a majority of the 
members, elect annually from among its members a chairper- 
son, a vice chairperson, and a treasurer, each of whom shall 
have such authority and duties as may be specified in the 
bylaws. The chairperson or, in the chairperson's absence or 
disability, the vice chairperson, shall preside at all meetings 
of the interstate commission. The officers so elected shall 
serve without compensation or remuneration from the inter- 
state commission; provided that, subject to the availability of 
budgeted funds, the officers shall be reimbursed for ordinary 
and necessary costs and expenses incurred by them in the per- 
formance of their responsibilities as officers of the interstate 
commission. 

C. Executive committee, officers, and personnel 

1. The executive committee shall have such authority 
and duties as may be set forth in the bylaws, including but not 
limited to: 

a. Managing the affairs of the interstate commission in a 
manner consistent with the bylaws and purposes of the inter- 
state commission; 

b. Overseeing an organizational structure within, and 
appropriate procedures for the interstate commission to pro- 
vide for the creation of rules, operating procedures, and 
administrative and technical support functions; and 

c. Planning, implementing, and coordinating communi- 
cations and activities with other state, federal, and local gov- 
ernment organizations in order to advance the goals of the 
interstate commission. 

2. The executive committee may, subject to the approval 
of the interstate commission, appoint or retain an executive 
director for such period, upon such terms and conditions and 
for such compensation, as the interstate commission may 
deem appropriate. The executive director shall serve as secre- 
tary to the interstate commission, but shall not be a member 
of the interstate commission. The executive director shall hire 
and supervise such other persons as may be authorized by the 
interstate commission. 

D. The interstate commission's executive director and its 
employees shall be immune from suit and liability, either per- 
sonally or in their official capacity, for a claim for damage to 
or loss of property or personal injury or other civil liability 
caused or arising out of or relating to an actual or alleged act, 
error, or omission that occurred, or that such person had a 
reasonable basis for believing occurred, within the scope of 
interstate commission employment, duties, or responsibili- 
ties; provided, that such person shall not be protected from 
suit or liability for damage, loss, injury, or liability caused by 
the intentional or willful and wanton misconduct of such per- 
son. 

1. The liability of the interstate commission's executive 
director and employees or interstate commission representa- 
tives, acting within the scope of such person's employment or 
duties for acts, errors, or omissions occurring within such 
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person's state may not exceed the limits of liability set forth 
under the Constitution and laws of that state for state offi- 
cials, employees, and agents. The interstate commission is 
considered to be an instrumentality of the states for the pur- 
poses of any such action. Nothing in this subsection shall be 
construed to protect such person from suit or liability for 
damage, loss, injury, or liability caused by the intentional or 
willful and wanton misconduct of such person. 

2. The interstate commission shall defend the executive 
director and its employees and, subject to the approval of the 
attorney general or other appropriate legal counsel of the 
member state represented by an interstate commission repre- 
sentative, shall defend such interstate commission represen- 
tative in any civil action seeking to impose liability arising 
out of an actual or alleged act, error, or omission that 
occurred within the scope of interstate commission employ- 
ment, duties, or responsibilities, or that the defendant had a 
reasonable basis for believing occurred within the scope of 
interstate commission employment, duties, or responsibili- 
ties, provided that the actual or alleged act, error, or omission 
did not result from intentional or willful and wanton miscon- 
duct on the part of such person. 


3. To the extent not covered by the state involved, mem- 
ber state, or the interstate commission, the representatives or 
employees of the interstate commission shall be held harm- 
less in the amount of a settlement or judgment, including 
attorneys' fees and costs, obtained against such persons aris- 
ing out of an actual or alleged act, error, or omission that 
occurred within the scope of interstate commission employ- 
ment, duties, or responsibilities, or that such persons had a 
reasonable basis for believing occurred within the scope of 
interstate commission employment, duties, or responsibili- 
ties, provided that the actual or alleged act, error, or omission 
did not result from intentional or willful and wanton miscon- 
duct on the part of such persons. 


ARTICLE XI 


RULE-MAKING FUNCTIONS OF THE INTERSTATE 
COMMISSION 


A. Rule-making authority - The interstate commission 
shall promulgate reasonable rules in order to effectively and 
efficiently achieve the purposes of this compact. Notwith- 
standing the foregoing, in the event the interstate commission 
exercises its rule-making authority in a manner that is beyond 
the scope of the purposes of this compact, or the powers 
granted hereunder, then such an action by the interstate com- 
mission shall be invalid and have no force or effect. 


B. Rule-making procedure - Rules shall be made pursu- 
ant to a rule-making process that substantially conforms to 
the "model state administrative procedure act," of 1981, Uni- 
form Laws Annotated, Vol. 15, p.1 (2000) as amended, as 
may be appropriate to the operations of the interstate com- 
mission. 

C. Not later than thirty days after a rule is promulgated, 
any person may file a petition for judicial review of the rule; 
provided, that the filing of such a petition shall not stay or 
otherwise prevent the rule from becoming effective unless 
the court finds that the petitioner has a substantial likelihood 
of success. The court shall give deference to the actions of the 
interstate commission consistent with applicable law and 
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shall not find the rule to be unlawful if the rule represents a 
reasonable exercise of the interstate commission's authority. 
D. If a majority of the legislatures of the compacting 
states rejects a rule by enactment of a statute or resolution in 
the same manner used to adopt the compact, then such rule 
shall have no further force and effect in any compacting state. 


ARTICLE XIII 
OVERSIGHT, ENFORCEMENT, AND DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION 


A. Oversight 

1. The executive, legislative, and judicial branches of 
state government in each member state shall enforce this 
compact and shall take all actions necessary and appropriate 
to effectuate the compact's purposes and intent. The provi- 
sions of this compact and the rules promulgated hereunder 
shall have standing as statutory law. 

2. All courts shall take judicial notice of the compact and 
the rules in any judicial or administrative proceeding in a 
member state pertaining to the subject matter of this compact 
which may affect the powers, responsibilities, or actions of 
the interstate commission. 

3. The interstate commission shall be entitled to receive 
all service of process in any such proceeding, and shall have 
standing to intervene in the proceeding for all purposes. Fail- 
ure to provide service of process to the interstate commission 
shall render a judgment or order void as to the interstate com- 
mission, this compact, or promulgated rules. 

B. Default, technical assistance, suspension, and termi- 
nation - If the interstate commission determines that a mem- 
ber state has defaulted in the performance of its obligations or 
responsibilities under this compact, or the bylaws or promul- 
gated rules, the interstate commission shall: 

1. Provide written notice to the defaulting state and other 
member states of the nature of the default, the means of cur- 
ing the default, and any action taken by the interstate com- 
mission. The interstate commission shall specify the condi- 
tions by which the defaulting state must cure its default; 

2. Provide remedial training and specific technical assis- 
tance regarding the default; 

3. If the defaulting state fails to cure the default, the 
defaulting state shall be terminated from the compact upon an 
affirmative vote of a majority of the member states and all 
rights, privileges, and benefits conferred by this compact 
shall be terminated from the effective date of termination. A 
cure of the default does not relieve the offending state of obli- 
gations or liabilities incurred during the period of the default; 

4. Suspension or termination of membership in the com- 
pact shall be imposed only after all other means of securing 
compliance have been exhausted. Notice of intent to suspend 
or terminate shall be given by the interstate commission to 
the governor, the majority and minority leaders of the 
defaulting state's legislature, and each of the member states; 

5. The state which has been suspended or terminated is 
responsible for all assessments, obligations, and liabilities 
incurred through the effective date of suspension or termina- 
tion including obligations the performance of which extends 
beyond the effective date of suspension or termination; 

6. The interstate commission shall not bear any costs 
relating to any state that has been found to be in default or 
which has been suspended or terminated from the compact, 
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unless otherwise mutually agreed upon in writing between 
the interstate commission and the defaulting state; 

7. The defaulting state may appeal the action of the inter- 
state commission by petitioning the U.S. District Court for 
the District of Columbia or the federal district where the 
interstate commission has its principal offices. The prevailing 
party shall be awarded all costs of such litigation including 
reasonable attorneys' fees. 

C. Dispute Resolution 

1. The interstate commission shall attempt, upon the 
request of a member state, to resolve disputes which are sub- 
ject to the compact and which may arise among member 
states and between member and nonmember states. 

2. The interstate commission shall promulgate a rule pro- 
viding for both mediation and binding dispute resolution for 
disputes as appropriate. 

D. Enforcement 

1. The interstate commission, in the reasonable exercise 
of its discretion, shall enforce the provisions and rules of this 
compact. 

2. The interstate commission, may by majority vote of 
the members, initiate legal action in the United State[s] Dis- 
trict Court for the District of Columbia or, at the discretion of 
the interstate commission, in the federal district where the 
interstate commission has its principal offices, to enforce 
compliance with the provisions of the compact, and its pro- 
mulgated rules and bylaws, against a member state in default. 
The relief sought may include both injunctive relief and dam- 
ages. In the event judicial enforcement is necessary the pre- 
vailing party shall be awarded all costs of such litigation 
including reasonable attorneys' fees. 

3. The remedies herein shall not be the exclusive reme- 
dies of the interstate commission. The interstate commission 
may avail itself of any other remedies available under state 
law or the regulation of a profession. 


ARTICLE XIV 
FINANCING OF THE INTERSTATE COMMISSION 


A. The interstate commission shall pay, or provide for 
the payment of the reasonable expenses of its establishment, 
organization, and ongoing activities. 

B. The interstate commission may levy on and collect an 
annual assessment from each member state to cover the cost 
of the operations and activities of the interstate commission 
and its staff which must be in a total amount sufficient to 
cover the interstate commission's annual budget as approved 
each year. The aggregate annual assessment amount shall be 
allocated based upon a formula to be determined by the inter- 
state commission, which shall promulgate a rule binding 
upon all member states. 

C. The interstate commission shall not incur obligations 
of any kind prior to securing the funds adequate to meet the 
same; nor shall the interstate commission pledge the credit of 
any of the member states, except by and with the authority of 
the member state. 

D. The interstate commission shall keep accurate 
accounts of all receipts and disbursements. The receipts and 
disbursements of the interstate commission shall be subject to 
the audit and accounting procedures established under its 
bylaws. However, all receipts and disbursements of funds 
handled by the interstate commission shall be audited yearly 
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by a certified or licensed public accountant and the report of 
the audit shall be included in and become part of the annual 
report of the interstate commission. 


ARTICLE XV 
MEMBER STATES, EFFECTIVE DATE, AND 
AMENDMENT 


A. Any state is eligible to become a member state. 

B. The compact shall become effective and binding upon 
legislative enactment of the compact into law by no less than 
ten of the states. The effective date shall be no earlier than 
December 1, 2007. 

Thereafter it shall become effective and binding as to 
any other member state upon enactment of the compact into 
law by that state. The governors of nonmember states or their 
designees shall be invited to participate in the activities of the 
interstate commission on a nonvoting basis prior to adoption 
of the compact by all states. 

C. The interstate commission may propose amendments 
to the compact for enactment by the member states. No 
amendment shall become effective and binding upon the 
interstate commission and the member states unless and until 
it is enacted into law by unanimous consent of the member 
states. 


ARTICLE XVI 
WITHDRAWAL AND DISSOLUTION 


A. Withdrawal 

1. Once effective, the compact shall continue in force 
and remain binding upon each and every member state; pro- 
vided that a member state may withdraw from the compact by 
specifically repealing the statute, which enacted the compact 
into law. 

2. Withdrawal from this compact shall be by the enact- 
ment of a statute repealing the same, but shall not take effect 
until one year after the effective date of such statute and until 
written notice of the withdrawal has been given by the with- 
drawing state to the governor of each other member jurisdic- 
tion. 

3. The withdrawing state shall immediately notify the 
chairperson of the interstate commission in writing upon the 
introduction of legislation repealing this compact in the with- 
drawing state. The interstate commission shall notify the 
other member states of the withdrawing state's intent to with- 
draw within sixty days of its receipt thereof. 

4. The withdrawing state is responsible for all assess- 
ments, obligations, and liabilities incurred through the effec- 
tive date of withdrawal, including obligations, the perfor- 
mance of which extend beyond the effective date of with- 
drawal. 

5. Reinstatement following withdrawal of a member 
state shall occur upon the withdrawing state reenacting the 
compact or upon such later date as determined by the inter- 
state commission. 

B. Dissolution of compact 

1. This compact shall dissolve effective upon the date of 
the withdrawal or default of the member state which reduces 
the membership in the compact to one member state. 

2. Upon the dissolution of this compact, the compact 
becomes null and void and shall be of no further force or 
effect, and the business and affairs of the interstate commis- 
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sion shall be concluded and surplus funds shall be distributed 
in accordance with the bylaws. 


ARTICLE XVII 
SEVERABILITY AND CONSTRUCTION 


A. The provisions of this compact shall be severable, and 
if any phrase, clause, sentence, or provision is deemed unen- 
forceable, the remaining provisions of the compact shall be 
enforceable. 

B. The provisions of this compact shall be liberally con- 
strued to effectuate its purposes. 

C. Nothing in this compact shall be construed to prohibit 
the applicability of other interstate compacts to which the 
states are members. 


ARTICLE XVIII 
BINDING EFFECT OF COMPACT AND OTHER LAWS 


A. Other laws 

1. Nothing herein prevents the enforcement of any other 
law of a member state that is not inconsistent with this com- 
pact. 

2. All member states! laws conflicting with this compact 
are superseded to the extent of the conflict. 

B. Binding effect of the compact 

1. All lawful actions of the interstate commission, 
including all rules and bylaws promulgated by the interstate 
commission, are binding upon the member states. 

2. All agreements between the interstate commission and 
the member states are binding in accordance with their terms. 

3. In the event any provision of this compact exceeds the 
constitutional limits imposed on the legislature of any mem- 
ber state, such provision shall be ineffective to the extent of 
the conflict with the constitutional provision in question in 
that member state. [2009 c 380 § 1.] 


28A.705.020 Review of implementation—Recom- 
mendation. By December 1, 2014, the state council, created 
in accordance with RCW 28A.705.010, shall conduct a 
review of the implementation of the interstate compact on 
educational opportunity for military children and recommend 
to the state legislature whether Washington should continue 
to be a member of the compact and whether any other actions 
should be taken. [2009 c 380 § 9.] 


Chapter 28A.710 RCW 
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28A.710.010 Definitions. The definitions in this sec- 
tion apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly 
requires otherwise. 

(1) "Applicant" means a nonprofit corporation that has 
submitted an application to an authorizer. The nonprofit cor- 
poration must be either a public benefit nonprofit corporation 
as defined in RCW 24.03.490, or a nonprofit corporation as 
defined in RCW 24.03.005 that has applied for tax exempt 
status under section 501(c)(3) of the internal revenue code of 
1986 (26 U.S.C. Sec. 501(c)(3)). The nonprofit corporation 
may not be a sectarian or religious organization and must 
meet all of the requirements for a public benefit nonprofit 
corporation before receiving any funding under RCW 
28A.710.220. 

(2) "At-risk student" means a student who has an aca- 
demic or economic disadvantage that requires assistance or 
special services to succeed in educational programs. The term 
includes, but is not limited to, students who do not meet min- 
imum standards of academic proficiency, students who are at 
risk of dropping out of high school, students in chronically 
low-performing schools, students with higher than average 
disciplinary sanctions, students with lower participation rates 
in advanced or gifted programs, students who are limited in 
English proficiency, students who are members of economi- 
cally disadvantaged families, and students who are identified 
as having special educational needs. 

(3) "Authorizer" means the commission established in 
RCW 28A.710.070 or a school district approved under RCW 
28A.710.090 to review, approve, or reject charter school 
applications; enter into, renew, or revoke charter contracts 
with applicants; and oversee the charter schools the entity has 
authorized. 

(4) "Charter contract" means a fixed term, renewable 
contract between a charter school and an authorizer that out- 
lines the roles, powers, responsibilities, and performance 
expectations for each party to the contract. 

(5) "Charter school" or "charter public school" means a 
public school that is established in accordance with this chap- 
ter, governed by a charter school board, and operated accord- 
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ing to the terms of a charter contract executed under this 
chapter. 

(6) "Charter school board" means the board of directors 
appointed or selected under the terms of a charter application 
to manage and operate the charter school. 

(7) "Commission" means the Washington state charter 
school commission established in RCW 28A.710.070. 

(8) "Parent" means a parent, guardian, or other person or 
entity having legal custody of a child. 

(9) "Student" means a child eligible to attend a public 
school in the state. [2016 c 241 § 101. Prior: 2013 c 2 § 201 
(Initiative Measure No. 1240, approved November 6, 2012).] 


28A.710.020 Charter schools—Parameters. A char- 
ter school established under this chapter: 

(1) Is a public school that is: 

(a) Open to all children free of charge and by choice; and 

(b) Operated separately from the common school system 
as an alternative to traditional common schools; 

(2) May offer any program or course of study that any 
other public school may offer, including one or more of 
grades kindergarten through twelve; 

(3) Is governed by a charter school board according to 
the terms of a renewable, five-year charter contract executed 
under RCW 28A.710.160; 

(4) Functions as a local education agency under applica- 
ble federal laws and regulations and is responsible for meet- 
ing the requirements of local education agencies and public 
schools under those federal laws and regulations, including 
but not limited to compliance with the individuals with dis- 
abilities education improvement act (20 U.S.C. Sec. 1401 et 
seq.), the federal educational rights and privacy act (20 
U.S.C. Sec. 1232g), the McKinney-Vento homeless assis- 
tance act of 1987 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 11431 et seq.), and the ele- 
mentary and secondary education act (20 U.S.C. Sec. 6301 et 
seq.). [2016 c 241 § 102. Prior: 2013 c 2 § 202 (Initiative 
Measure No. 1240, approved November 6, 2012). ] 


28A.710.030 Charter school boards—Powers. (1) To 
fulfill its duty to manage and operate the charter school, and 
to execute the terms of its charter contract, a charter school 
board may: 

(a) Hire, manage, and discharge charter school employ- 
ees in accordance with the terms of this chapter and the 
school's charter contract; 

(b) Receive and disburse funds for the purposes of the 
charter school; 

(c) Enter into contracts with any school district, educa- 
tional service district, or other public or private entity for the 
provision of real property, equipment, goods, supplies, and 
services, including educational instructional services, pupil 
transportation services, and for the management and opera- 
tion of the charter school, provided the charter school board 
maintains oversight authority over the charter school. Con- 
tracts for management operation of the charter school may 
only be with nonprofit organizations; 

(d) Rent, lease, purchase, or own real property. All char- 
ter contracts and contracts with other entities must include 
provisions regarding the disposition of the property if the 
charter school fails to open as planned or closes, or if the 
charter contract is revoked or not renewed; 
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(e) Issue secured and unsecured debt, including pledg- 
ing, assigning, or encumbering its assets to be used as collat- 
eral for loans or extensions of credit to manage cash flow, 
improve operations, or finance the acquisition of real prop- 
erty or equipment. However, the charter public school may 
not pledge, assign, or encumber any public funds received or 
to be received pursuant to RCW 28A.710.220. Debt issued 
under this subsection (1)(e) is not a general, special, or moral 
obligation of the state, the charter school authorizer, the 
school district in which the charter school is located, or any 
other political subdivision or agency of the state. Neither the 
full faith and credit nor the taxing power of the state, or any 
political subdivision or agency of the state, may be pledged 
for the payment of the debt; 

(f) Solicit, accept, and administer for the benefit of the 
charter school and its students, gifts, grants, and donations 
from individuals, or public or private entities, excluding sec- 
tarian or religious organizations. A charter school board may 
not accept any gifts or donations that violate this chapter or 
other state laws; and 

(g) Issue diplomas to students who meet state high 
school graduation requirements established under RCW 
28A.230.090. A charter school board may establish addi- 
tional graduation requirements. 

(2) A charter school board must contract for an indepen- 
dent performance audit of the school to be conducted: (a) The 
second year immediately following the school's first full 
school year of operation; and (b) every three years thereafter. 
The performance audit must be conducted in accordance with 
United States general accounting office government auditing 
standards. A performance audit in compliance with this sec- 
tion does not inhibit the state auditor's office from conducting 
a performance audit of the school. 

(3) A charter school board may not levy taxes or issue 
tax-backed bonds. 

(4) A charter school board may not acquire property by 
eminent domain. 

(5) A charter school board, through web site postings and 
written notice with receipt acknowledged by signature of the 
recipient, must advise families of new, ongoing, and prospec- 
tive students of any ongoing litigation challenging the consti- 
tutionality of charter schools or that may require charter 
schools to cease operations. [2016 c 241 § 103. Prior: 2013 c 
2 § 203 (Initiative Measure No. 1240, approved November 6, 
2012).] 


28A.710.040 Charter schools—Requirements. (1) A 
charter school must operate according to the terms of its char- 
ter contract and the provisions of this chapter. 

(2) A charter school must: 

(a) Comply with local, state, and federal health, safety, 
parents' rights, civil rights, and nondiscrimination laws appli- 
cable to school districts and to the same extent as school dis- 
tricts, including but not limited to chapter 28A.642 RCW 
(discrimination prohibition) and chapter 28A.640 RCW (sex- 
ual equality); 

(b) Provide a program of basic education, that meets the 
goals in RCW 28A.150.210, including instruction in the 
essential academic learning requirements, and participate in 
the statewide student assessment system as developed under 
RCW 28A.655.070; 
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(c) Comply with the screening and intervention require- 
ments under RCW 28A.320.260; 

(d) Employ certificated instructional staff as required in 
RCW 28A.410.025. Charter schools, however, may hire non- 
certificated instructional staff of unusual competence and in 
exceptional cases as specified in RCW 28A.150.203(7); 

(e) Comply with the employee record check require- 
ments in RCW 28A.400.303; 

(f) Adhere to generally accepted accounting principles 
and be subject to financial examinations and audits as deter- 
mined by the state auditor, including annual audits for legal 
and fiscal compliance; 

(g) Comply with the annual performance report under 
RCW 28A.655.110; 

(h) Be subject to the performance improvement goals 
adopted by the state board of education under RCW 
28A.305.130; 

(i) Comply with the open public meetings act in chapter 
42.30 RCW and public records requirements in chapter 42.56 
RCW; and 

(j) Be subject to and comply with legislation enacted 
after December 6, 2012, that governs the operation and man- 
agement of charter schools. 

(3) Charter public schools must comply with all state 
statutes and rules made applicable to the charter school in the 
school's charter contract, and are subject to the specific state 
statutes and rules identified in subsection (2) of this section. 
For the purpose of allowing flexibility to innovate in areas 
such as scheduling, personnel, funding, and educational pro- 
grams to improve student outcomes and academic achieve- 
ment, charter schools are not subject to, and are exempt from, 
all other state statutes and rules applicable to school districts 
and school district boards of directors. Except as provided 
otherwise by this chapter or a charter contract, charter 
schools are exempt from all school district policies. 

(4) A charter school may not engage in any sectarian 
practices in its educational program, admissions or employ- 
ment policies, or operations. 

(5) Charter schools are subject to the supervision of the 
superintendent of public instruction and the state board of 
education, including accountability measures, to the same 
extent as other public schools, except as otherwise provided 
in this chapter. [2018 c 75 § 9; 2016 c 241 § 104. Prior: 2013 
c 2 § 204 (Initiative Measure No. 1240, approved November 
6, 2012).] 


28A.710.050 Admission and enrollment of students 
—Capacity—Specialized learning environments. (1) 
Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section, a charter 
school may not limit admission on any basis other than age 
group, grade level, or enrollment capacity. A charter school is 
open to any student regardless of his or her location of resi- 
dence. 

(2) A charter school may not charge tuition, but may 
charge fees for participation in optional extracurricular 
events and activities in the same manner and to the same 
extent as do other public schools. 

(3) If capacity is insufficient to enroll all students who 
apply to a charter school, the charter school must grant an 
enrollment preference to siblings of enrolled students, with 
any remaining enrollments allocated through a lottery. A 
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charter school may offer, pursuant to an admissions policy 
approved by the authorizer, a weighted enrollment preference 
for at-risk students or to children of full-time employees of 
the school if the employees' children reside within the state. 

(4) The enrollment capacity of a charter school must be 
determined annually by the charter school board in consulta- 
tion with the authorizer and with consideration of the charter 
school's ability to facilitate the academic success of its stu- 
dents, achieve the objectives specified in the charter contract, 
and assure that its student enrollment does not exceed the 
capacity of its facility. An authorizer may not restrict the 
number of students a charter school may enroll. 

(5) Nothing in this section prevents formation of a char- 
ter school whose mission is to offer a specialized learning 
environment and services for particular groups of students, 
such as at-risk students, students with disabilities, or students 
who pose such severe disciplinary problems that they warrant 
a specific educational program. Nothing in this section pre- 
vents formation of a charter school organized around a spe- 
cial emphasis, theme, or concept as stated in the school's 
application and charter contract. [2020 c 49 § 1; 2016 c 241 
§ 105. Prior: 2013 c 2 § 205 (Initiative Measure No. 1240, 
approved November 6, 2012).] 


28A.710.060 Enrollment options information— 
Earned credits—Participation in district-sponsored 
interscholastic programs. (1) School districts must provide 
information to parents and the general public about charter 
schools located within the district as an enrollment option for 
students. 

(2) If a student who was previously enrolled in a charter 
school enrolls in another public school in the state, the stu- 
dent's new school must accept credits earned by the student in 
the charter school in the same manner and according to the 
same criteria that credits are accepted from other public 
schools. 

(3) A charter school may participate in state or district- 
sponsored interscholastic programs, awards, scholarships, or 
competitions to the same extent as other public schools. 
[2016 c 241 § 106. Prior: 2013 c 2 § 206 (Initiative Measure 
No. 1240, approved November 6, 2012).] 


28A.710.070 Washington state charter school com- 
mission. (1) The Washington state charter school commis- 
sion is established as an independent state agency whose mis- 
sion is to authorize high quality charter public schools 
throughout the state, especially schools that are designed to 
expand opportunities for at-risk students, and to ensure the 
highest standards of accountability and oversight for these 
schools. 

(2) The commission shall, through its management, 
supervision, and enforcement of the charter contracts and 
pursuant to applicable law, administer the charter schools it 
authorizes in the same manner as a school district board of 
directors administers other schools. 

(3)(a) The commission shall consist of: 

(i) Nine appointed members; 

(ii) The superintendent of public instruction or the super- 
intendent's designee; and 

(iii) The chair of the state board of education or the 
chair's designee. 
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(b) Appointments to the commission shall be as follows: 
Three members shall be appointed by the governor; three 
members shall be appointed by the senate, with two members 
appointed by the leader of the largest caucus of the senate and 
one member appointed by the leader of the minority caucus 
of the senate; and three members shall be appointed by the 
house of representatives, with two members appointed by the 
speaker of the house of representatives and one member 
appointed by the leader of the minority caucus of the house of 
representatives. The appointing authorities shall assure diver- 
sity among commission members, including representation 
from various geographic areas of the state and shall assure 
that at least one member is the parent of a Washington public 
school student. 

(4) Members appointed to the commission shall collec- 
tively possess strong experience and expertise in public and 
nonprofit governance; management and finance; public 
school leadership, assessment, curriculum, and instruction; 
and public education law. All appointed members shall have 
demonstrated an understanding of and commitment to charter 
schooling as a strategy for strengthening public education. 

(5) Appointed members shall serve four-year, staggered 
terms. The initial appointments from each of the appointing 
authorities must consist of one member appointed to a 
one-year term, one member appointed to a two-year term, and 
one member appointed to a three-year term, all of whom 
thereafter may be reappointed for a four-year term. No 
appointed member may serve more than two consecutive 
terms. Initial appointments must be made by July 1, 2016. 

(6) Whenever a vacancy on the commission exists 
among its appointed membership, the original appointing 
authority must appoint a member for the remaining portion of 
the term within no more than thirty days. 

(7) Commission members shall serve without compensa- 
tion but may be reimbursed for travel expenses as authorized 
in RCW 43.03.050 and 43.03.060. 

(8) The commission may hire an executive director and 
may employ staff as necessary to carry out its duties under 
this chapter. The commission may delegate to the executive 
director the duties as necessary to effectively and efficiently 
execute the business of the commission, including the author- 
ity to employ necessary staff. In accordance with RCW 
41.06.070, the executive director and the executive director's 
confidential secretary are exempt from the provisions of 
chapter 41.06 RCW. 

(9) The commission shall reside within the office of the 
superintendent of public instruction for administrative pur- 
poses only. 

(10) RCW 28A.710.090 and 28A.710.120 do not apply 
to the commission. [2020 c 49 § 2; 2016 c 241 § 107. Prior: 
2013 c 2 § 208 (Initiative Measure No. 1240, approved 
November 6, 2012).] 


28A.710.080 Charter school authorizers. The follow- 
ing entities may be authorizers of charter schools: 

(1) The commission may exercise the authority granted 
under this section for charter schools located anywhere in the 
state; and 

(2) A school district board of directors may exercise the 
authority granted under this section only after receiving 
approval from the state board of education under RCW 
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28A.710.090, and only for charter schools located within the 
school district's boundaries. [2016 c 241 § 108. Prior: 2013 c 
2 § 207 (Initiative Measure No. 1240, approved November 6, 
2012).] 


28A.710.090 Charter school authorizers—Approval 
process. (1) The state board of education shall establish an 
annual application and approval process and timelines for 
school districts seeking approval to become charter school 
authorizers. The initial process and timelines must be estab- 
lished by July 1, 2016. 

(2) At a minimum, each applicant district must submit to 
the state board of education: 

(a) The applicant's strategic vision for chartering; 

(b) A plan to support the vision presented, including 
explanation and evidence of the applicant's budget and per- 
sonnel capacity and commitment to execute the responsibili- 
ties of quality charter authorizing; 

(c) A draft or preliminary outline of the annual charter 
school application process that the applicant would, if 
approved as an authorizer, issue to solicit charter school 
applicants; 

(d) A draft of the performance framework that the appli- 
cant would, if approved as an authorizer, use to guide the 
establishment of a charter contract and use for ongoing over- 
sight and evaluation of charter schools; 

(e) A draft of the applicant's proposed renewal, revoca- 
tion, and nonrenewal processes, consistent with RCW 
28A.710.190 and 28A.710.200; 

(f) A statement of assurance that the applicant seeks to 
serve as an authorizer in fulfillment of the expectations, 
spirit, and intent of this chapter, and that, if approved as an 
authorizer, the applicant will fully participate in any autho- 
rizer training provided or required by the state; and 

(g) A statement of assurance that the applicant will pro- 
vide public accountability and transparency in all matters 
concerning charter authorizing practices, decisions, and 
expenditures. 

(3) The state board of education shall consider the merits 
of each application and make its decision within the timelines 
established by the state board of education. 

(4) Within thirty days of making a decision to approve an 
application under this section, the state board of education 
must execute a renewable authorizing contract with the appli- 
cant district. The initial term of an authorizing contract must 
be six years. The authorizing contract must specify each 
approved applicant district's agreement to serve as an autho- 
rizer in accordance with the expectations of this chapter, and 
may specify additional performance terms based on the appli- 
cant's proposal and plan for chartering. 

(5) No approved school district may commence charter 
authorizing without an authorizing contract in effect. [2016 c 
241 § 109. Prior: 2013 c 2 § 209 (Initiative Measure No. 
1240, approved November 6, 2012).] 


28A.710.100 Charter school authorizers—Powers 
and duties—Delegation of authority—Annual report— 
Liability. (1) Authorizers are responsible for: 

(a) Soliciting and evaluating charter applications; 
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(b) Approving charter applications that meet identified 
educational needs and promote a diversity of educational 
choices; 

(c) Denying charter applications that fail to meet statu- 
tory requirements, requirements of the authorizer, or both; 

(d) Negotiating and executing charter contracts with 
each authorized charter school; 

(e) Monitoring, in accordance with charter contract 
terms, the performance and legal compliance of charter 
schools including, without limitation, education and aca- 
demic performance goals and student achievement; and 

(f) Determining whether each charter contract merits 
renewal, nonrenewal, or revocation. 

(2) An authorizer may delegate its responsibilities under 
this section to employees or contractors. 

(3) All authorizers must develop and follow chartering 
policies and practices that are consistent with the principles 
and standards for quality charter authorizing developed by 
the national association of charter school authorizers in at 
least the following areas: 

(a) Organizational capacity and infrastructure; 

(b) Soliciting and evaluating charter applications; 

(c) Performance contracting; 

(d) Ongoing charter school oversight and evaluation; and 

(e) Charter renewal decision making. 

(4) Each authorizer must submit an annual report to the 
state board of education, according to a timeline, content, and 
format specified by the board that includes: 

(a) The authorizer's strategic vision for chartering and 
progress toward achieving that vision; 

(b) The academic and financial performance of all oper- 
ating charter schools under its jurisdiction, including the 
progress of the charter schools based on the authorizer's per- 
formance framework; 

(c) The status of the authorizer's charter school portfolio, 
identifying all charter schools in each of the following cate- 
gories: (i) Approved but not yet open; (ii) operating; (iii) 
renewed; (iv) transferred; (v) revoked; (vi) not renewed; (vii) 
voluntarily closed; or (viii) never opened; 

(d) The authorizer's operating costs and expenses 
detailed in annual audited financial statements that conform 
with generally accepted accounting principles; and 

(e) The services purchased from the authorizer by the 
charter schools under its jurisdiction under RCW 
28A.710.110, including an itemized accounting of the actual 
costs of these services. 

(5) Neither an authorizer, individuals who comprise the 
membership of an authorizer in their official capacity, nor the 
employees of an authorizer are liable for acts or omissions of 
a charter school they authorize. 

(6) No employee, trustee, agent, or representative of an 
authorizer may simultaneously serve as an employee, trustee, 
agent, representative, vendor, or contractor of a charter 
school under the jurisdiction of that authorizer. [2016 c 241 
§ 110. Prior: 2013 c 2 § 210 (Initiative Measure No. 1240, 
approved November 6, 2012).] 


28A.710.110 Authorizer oversight fee—Establish- 
ment—Use. (1) The state board of education shall establish 
a statewide formula for an authorizer oversight fee, which 
must be calculated as a percentage of the state operating 
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funding distributed to charter schools under RCW 
28A.710.220 to each charter school under the jurisdiction of 
an authorizer, but may not exceed four percent of each char- 
ter school's annual funding. 

(2) The state board of education may establish a sliding 
scale for the authorizer oversight fee, with the funding per- 
centage decreasing after the authorizer has achieved a certain 
threshold, such as after a certain number of years of authoriz- 
ing or after a certain number of charter schools have been 
authorized. 

(3) The office of the superintendent of public instruction 
shall deduct the oversight fee from each charter school's dis- 
tribution under RCW 28A.710.220 and transmit the fee to the 
appropriate authorizer. 

(4) An authorizer must use its oversight fee exclusively 
for the purpose of fulfilling its duties under RCW 
28A.710.100. 

(5) An authorizer may provide contracted, fee-based ser- 
vices to charter schools under its jurisdiction that are in addi- 
tion to the oversight duties under RCW 28A.710.100. An 
authorizer may not charge more than market rates for the con- 
tracted services provided. An authorizer may not require a 
charter school to purchase contracted services provided by an 
authorizer. Fees collected by the authorizer under this subsec- 
tion must be separately accounted for and reported annually 
to the state board of education. [2016 c 241 § 111. Prior: 
2013 c 2 § 211 (Initiative Measure No. 1240, approved 
November 6, 2012).] 


28A.710.120 Oversight of authorizers—Notification 
of identified problems—Process for revocation of autho- 
rizer's authority—Timelines for actions. (1) The state 
board of education is responsible for overseeing the perfor- 
mance and effectiveness of all authorizers approved under 
RCW 28A.710.090. 

(2) Persistently unsatisfactory performance of an autho- 
rizer's portfolio of charter schools, a pattern of well-founded 
complaints about the authorizer or its charter schools, or 
other objective circumstances may trigger a special review by 
the state board of education. 

(3) In reviewing or evaluating the performance of autho- 
rizers, the state board of education must apply nationally rec- 
ognized principles and standards for quality charter authoriz- 
ing. Evidence of material or persistent failure by an autho- 
rizer to carry out its duties in accordance with these principles 
and standards constitutes grounds for revocation of the autho- 
rizing contract by the state board of education, as provided 
under this section. 

(4) If at any time the state board of education finds that 
an authorizer is not in compliance with a charter contract, its 
authorizing contract, or the authorizer duties under RCW 
28A.710.100, the board must notify the authorizer in writing 
of the identified problems, and the authorizer must have rea- 
sonable opportunity to respond and remedy the problems. 

(5) If, after due notice from the state board of education, 
an authorizer persists in violating a material provision of a 
charter contract or its authorizing contract, or fails to remedy 
other identified authorizing problems, the state board of edu- 
cation shall notify the authorizer, within a reasonable amount 
of time under the circumstances, that it intends to revoke the 
authorizer's chartering authority unless the authorizer demon- 
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strates a timely and satisfactory remedy for the violation or 
deficiencies. 

(6) In the event of revocation of any authorizer's charter- 
ing authority, the state board of education shall manage the 
timely and orderly transfer of each charter contract held by 
that authorizer to another authorizer in the state, with the 
mutual agreement of each affected charter school and pro- 
posed new authorizer. The new authorizer shall assume the 
existing charter contract for the remainder of the charter term. 

(7) The state board of education must establish timelines 
and a process for taking actions under this section in response 
to performance deficiencies by an authorizer. [2016 c 241 § 
112. Prior: 2013 c 2 § 212 (Initiative Measure No. 1240, 
approved November 6, 2012).] 


28A.710.130 Charter school applications—Solicita- 
tion for proposals, content—Charter school application, 
content. (1)(a) Each authorizer must annually issue and 
broadly publicize a solicitation for proposals for charter 
school applicants by the date established by the state board of 
education under RCW 28A.710.140. 

(b) Each authorizer's solicitation for proposals must: 

(i) Present the authorizer's strategic vision for chartering, 
including a clear statement of any preferences the authorizer 
wishes to grant to applications that employ proven methods 
for educating at-risk students or students with special needs; 

Gi) Include or otherwise direct applicants to the perfor- 
mance framework that the authorizer has developed for char- 
ter school oversight and evaluation in accordance with RCW 
28A.710.170; 

(iii) Provide the criteria that will guide the authorizer's 
decision to approve or deny a charter application; and 

(iv) State clear, appropriately detailed questions as well 
as guidelines concerning the format and content essential for 
applicants to demonstrate the capacities necessary to estab- 
lish and operate a successful charter school. 

(2) A charter school application must provide or describe 
thoroughly all of the following elements of the proposed 
school plan: 

(a) An executive summary; 

(b) The mission and vision of the proposed charter 
school, including identification of the student population and 
community the school hopes to serve; 

(c) The location or geographic area proposed for the 
school and the school district within which the school will be 
located; 

(d) The grades to be served each year for the full term of 
the charter contract; 

(e) Minimum, planned, and maximum enrollment per 
grade per year for the full term of the charter contract; 

(f) Evidence of need and parent and community support 
for the proposed charter school; 

(g) Background information on the proposed founding 
charter school board members and, if identified, the proposed 
school leadership and management team; 

(h) The school's proposed calendar and sample daily 
schedule; 

(i) A description of the academic program aligned with 
state standards; 
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(j) A description of the school's proposed instructional 
design, including the type of learning environment, class size 
and structure, curriculum overview, and teaching methods; 

(k) Evidence that the educational program is based on 
proven methods; 

(1) The school's plan for using internal and external 
assessments to measure and report student progress on the 
performance framework developed by the authorizer in 
accordance with RCW 28A.710.170; 

(m) The school's plans for identifying, successfully serv- 
ing, and complying with applicable laws and regulations 
regarding students with disabilities, students who are limited 
English proficient, students who are struggling academically, 
and highly capable students; 

(n) A description of cocurricular or extracurricular pro- 
grams and how those programs will be funded and delivered; 

(o) Plans and timelines for student recruitment and 
enrollment, including targeted plans for recruiting at-risk stu- 
dents and including lottery procedures; 

(p) The school's student discipline policies, including for 
special education students; 

(q) An organization chart that clearly presents the 
school's organizational structure, including lines of authority 
and reporting between the governing board, staff, any related 
bodies such as advisory bodies or parent and teacher coun- 
cils, and any external organizations that will play a role in 
managing the school; 

(r) A clear description of the roles and responsibilities 
for the governing board, the school's leadership and manage- 
ment team, and any other entities shown in the organization 
chart; 

(s) A staffing plan for the school's first year and for the 
term of the charter; 

(t) Plans for recruiting and developing school leadership 
and staff; 

(u) The school's leadership and teacher employment pol- 
icies, including performance evaluation plans; 

(v) Proposed governing bylaws; 

(w) An explanation of proposed partnership agreement, 
if any, between a charter school and its school district 
focused on facilities, budgets, taking best practices to scale, 
and other items; 

(x) Explanations of any other partnerships or contractual 
relationships central to the school's operations or mission; 

(y) Plans for providing transportation, food service, and 
all other significant operational or ancillary services; 

(z) Opportunities and expectations for parent involve- 
ment; 

(aa) A detailed school start-up plan, identifying tasks, 
timelines, and responsible individuals; 

(bb) A description of the school's financial plan and pol- 
icies, including financial controls and audit requirements; 

(cc) A description of the insurance coverage the school 
will obtain; 

(dd) Start-up and five-year cash flow projections and 
budgets with clearly stated assumptions; 

(ee) Evidence of anticipated fund-raising contributions, 
if claimed in the application; and 

(ff) A sound facilities plan, including backup or contin- 
gency plans if appropriate. 
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(3) If an applicant intends to contract with a nonprofit 
education service provider for substantial educational ser- 
vices, management services, or both, the applicant must: 

(a) Provide evidence of the nonprofit education service 
provider's success in serving student populations similar to 
the targeted population, including demonstrated academic 
achievement as well as successful management of nonaca- 
demic school functions if applicable; 

(b) Provide a term sheet setting forth: (i) The proposed 
duration of the service contract; (ii) the roles and responsibil- 
ities of the governing board, the school staff, and the service 
provider; (iii) the scope of services and resources to be pro- 
vided by the service provider; (iv) performance evaluation 
measures and timelines; (v) the compensation structure, 
including clear identification of all fees to be paid to the ser- 
vice provider; (vi) methods of contract oversight and enforce- 
ment; (vil) investment disclosure; and (viii) conditions for 
renewal and termination of the contract; and 

(c) Disclose and explain any existing or potential con- 
flicts of interest between the charter school board and pro- 
posed service provider or any affiliated business entities. 

(4) If an applicant operates one or more schools in any 
state or nation, the applicant must provide evidence of the 
performance of those schools, including evidence of the 
applicant's success in serving at-risk students, and capacity 
for growth. 

(5) Applicants may submit a proposal for a particular 
charter public school to no more than one authorizer at a time. 
[2016 c 241 § 113. Prior: 2013 c 2 § 213 (Initiative Measure 
No. 1240, approved November 6, 2012).] 


28A.710.140 Charter applications—Submission— 
Approval or denial. (1) The state board of education must 
establish an annual statewide timeline for charter application 
submission and approval or denial that must be followed by 
all authorizers. 

(2) In reviewing and evaluating charter applications, 
authorizers shall employ procedures, practices, and criteria 
consistent with nationally recognized principles and stan- 
dards for quality charter authorizing. Authorizers shall give 
preference to applications for charter schools that are 
designed to enroll and serve at-risk student populations. 
However, nothing in this chapter may be construed as 
intended to limit the establishment of charter schools to those 
that serve a substantial portion of at-risk students, or to in any 
manner restrict, limit, or discourage the establishment of 
charter schools that enroll and serve other pupil populations 
under a nonexclusive, nondiscriminatory admissions policy. 
The application review process must include thorough evalu- 
ation of each application, an in-person interview with the 
applicant group, and an opportunity to learn about and pro- 
vide input on each application in a public forum including, 
without limitation, parents, community members, local resi- 
dents, and school district board members and staff. 

(3) In deciding whether to approve an application, autho- 
rizers must: 

(a) Grant charters only to applicants that have demon- 
strated competence in each element of the authorizer's pub- 
lished approval criteria and are likely to open and operate a 
successful charter public school; 
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(b) Base decisions on documented evidence collected 
through the application review process; 

(c) Follow charter-granting policies and practices that 
are transparent and based on merit; and 

(d) Avoid any conflicts of interest, whether real or appar- 
ent. 

(4) An approval decision may include, if appropriate, 
reasonable conditions that the charter applicant must meet 
before a charter contract may be executed. 

(5) For any denial of an application, the authorizer shall 
clearly state in writing its reasons for denial. A denied appli- 
cant may subsequently reapply to that authorizer or apply to 
another authorizer in the state. [2016 c 241 § 114. Prior: 2013 
c 2 § 214 (Initiative Measure No. 1240, approved November 
6, 2012).] 


28A.710.150 Maximum number of charter public 
schools—Process—C ertification—Lottery—Notice. (1) 
A maximum of forty charter public schools may be estab- 
lished under this chapter over the five-year period commenc- 
ing with April 3, 2016. No more than eight charter schools 
may be established in any year during the five-year period, 
except that if in any year fewer than eight charter schools are 
established, additional charter schools, equal in number to the 
difference between the number established in that year and 
eight, may be established in subsequent years during the five- 
year period. 

(2)(a) To ensure compliance with the limits for establish- 
ing new charter schools, certification from the state board of 
education must be obtained before final authorization of a 
charter school. 

(b) Within ten days of taking action to approve or deny 
an application under RCW 28A.710.140, an authorizer must 
submit a report of the action to the applicant and the state 
board of education. The report must include a copy of the 
authorizer's resolution setting forth the action taken, the rea- 
sons for the decision, and assurances of compliance with the 
procedural requirements and application elements under 
RCW 28A.710.130 and 28A.710.140. The authorizer must 
also indicate whether the charter school is designed to enroll 
and serve at-risk student populations. The state board of edu- 
cation must establish, for each year in which charter schools 
may be authorized as part of the timeline to be established 
pursuant to RCW 28A.710.140, the latest annual date by 
which the authorizer may submit the report. The state board 
of education must send to each authorizer notice of the date 
by which a report must be submitted at least six months 
before the date established by the board. 

(3) Upon the receipt of notice from an authorizer that a 
charter school has been approved, the state board of educa- 
tion shall certify whether the approval is in compliance with 
the limits on the maximum number of charters allowed under 
subsection (1) of this section. If the board receives simultane- 
ous notification of approved charters that exceed the annual 
allowable limits in subsection (1) of this section, the board 
must select approved charters for implementation through a 
lottery process, and must assign implementation dates 
accordingly. 

(4) The state board of education must notify authorizers 
when the maximum allowable number of charter schools has 
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been reached. [2016 c 241 § 115. Prior: 2013 c 2 § 215 (Ini- 
tiative Measure No. 1240, approved November 6, 2012).] 


28A.710.160 Charter contracts. (1) The purposes of 
the charter application submitted under RCW 28A.710.130 
are to present the proposed charter school's academic and 
operational vision and plans, and to demonstrate and provide 
the authorizer with a clear basis for evaluating the applicant's 
capacities to execute the proposed vision and plans. An 
approved charter application does not serve as the school's 
charter contract. 

(2) Within ninety days of approval of a charter applica- 
tion, the authorizer and the governing board of the approved 
charter school must execute a charter contract. The contract 
must establish the terms by which the charter school agrees to 
provide educational services that, at a minimum, meet basic 
education standards, in return for a distribution of public 
funds that will be used for the purposes established in the 
contract and in this and other applicable statutes. The charter 
contract must clearly set forth the academic and operational 
performance expectations and measures by which the charter 
school will be evaluated and the administrative relationship 
between the authorizer and charter school, including each 
party's rights and duties. The performance expectations and 
measures set forth in the charter contract must include, but 
need not be limited to, applicable federal and state account- 
ability requirements. The performance provisions may be 
refined or amended by mutual agreement after the charter 
school is operating and has collected baseline achievement 
data for its enrolled students. 

(3) If the charter school is authorized by a school district 
board of directors, the charter contract must be signed by the 
president of the applicable school district board of directors 
and the president of the charter school board. If the charter 
school is authorized by the commission, the charter contract 
must be signed by the chair of the commission and the presi- 
dent of the charter school board. Within ten days of executing 
a charter contract, the authorizer must submit to the state 
board of education written notification of the charter contract 
execution, including a copy of the executed charter contract 
and any attachments. 

(4) A charter contract may govern one or more charter 
schools to the extent approved by the authorizer. A single 
charter school board may hold one or more charter contracts. 
However, each charter school that is part of a charter contract 
must be separate and distinct from any others and, for pur- 
poses of calculating the maximum number of charter schools 
that may be established under this chapter, each charter 
school must be considered a single charter school regardless 
of how many charter schools are governed under a particular 
charter contract. 

(5) An initial charter contract must be granted for a term 
of five operating years. The contract term must commence on 
the charter school's first day of operation. An approved char- 
ter school may delay its opening for one school year in order 
to plan and prepare for the school's opening. If the school 
requires an opening delay of more than one school year, the 
school must request an extension from its authorizer. The 
authorizer may grant or deny the contract extension depend- 
ing on the school's circumstances. 
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(6) Authorizers shall establish reasonable preopening 
requirements or conditions to monitor the start-up progress of 
newly approved charter schools, ensure that they are prepared 
to open smoothly on the date agreed, and ensure that each 
school meets all building, health, safety, insurance, and other 
legal requirements for school opening. 

(7) No charter school may commence operations without 
a charter contract executed in accordance with this section. 
[2020 c 49 § 4; 2016 c 241 § 116. Prior: 2013 c 2 § 216 (Ini- 
tiative Measure No. 1240, approved November 6, 2012).] 


28A.710.170 Charter contracts—Performance 
framework. (1) The performance provisions within a charter 
contract must be based on a performance framework that 
clearly sets forth the academic and operational performance 
indicators, measures, and metrics that will guide an autho- 
rizer's evaluations of a charter school within its jurisdiction. 

(2) At a minimum, the performance framework must 
include indicators, measures, and metrics for: 

(a) Student academic proficiency; 

(b) Student academic growth; 

(c) Achievement gaps in both proficiency and growth 
between major student subgroups; 

(d) Attendance; 

(e) Recurrent enrollment from year to year; 

(f) High school graduation rates and student postsecond- 
ary readiness; 

(g) Financial performance and sustainability; and 

(h) Charter school board performance and stewardship, 
including compliance with all applicable laws, rules, and 
terms of the charter contract. 

(3) Annual performance targets must be set by each char- 
ter school in conjunction with its authorizer and must be 
designed to help each school meet applicable federal, state, 
and authorizer expectations. 

(4) The authorizer and charter school may also include 
additional rigorous, valid, and reliable indicators in the per- 
formance framework to augment external evaluations of the 
charter school's performance. 

(5) The performance framework must require the disag- 
gregation of all student performance data by major student 
subgroups, including gender, race and ethnicity, poverty sta- 
tus, special education status, English language learner status, 
and highly capable status. 

(6) Multiple schools operating under a single charter 
contract or overseen by a single charter school board must 
report their performance as separate schools, and each school 
shall be held independently accountable for its performance. 
[2016 c 241 § 117. Prior: 2013 c 2 § 217 (Initiative Measure 
No. 1240, approved November 6, 2012).] 


28A.710.180 Charter schools—Oversight—C orrec- 
tive action. (1) Each authorizer must continually monitor the 
performance and legal compliance of the charter schools 
under its jurisdiction, including collecting and analyzing data 
to support ongoing evaluation according to the performance 
framework in the charter contract. 

(2) An authorizer may conduct or require oversight 
activities that enable the authorizer to fulfill its responsibili- 
ties under this chapter, including conducting appropriate 
inquiries and investigations, if those activities are consistent 


(2020 Ed.) 


28A.710.190 


with the intent of this chapter, adhere to the terms of the char- 
ter contract, and do not unduly inhibit the autonomy granted 
to charter schools. 

(3) In the event that a charter school's performance or 
legal compliance appears unsatisfactory, the authorizer must 
promptly notify the school of the perceived problem and pro- 
vide reasonable opportunity for the school to remedy the 
problem. However, if the problem warrants revocation of the 
charter contract, the revocation procedures under RCW 
28A.710.200 apply. 

(4) An authorizer may take appropriate corrective 
actions or exercise sanctions short of revocation in response 
to apparent deficiencies in charter school performance or 
legal compliance. These actions or sanctions may include, if 
warranted, requiring a school to develop and execute a cor- 
rective action plan within a specified time frame. [2016 c 241 
§ 118. Prior: 2013 c 2 § 218 (Initiative Measure No. 1240, 
approved November 6, 2012).] 


28A.710.190 Charter contracts—Renewal. (1) A 
charter contract may be renewed by the authorizer, at the 
request of the charter school, for successive five-year terms. 
The authorizer, however, may vary the term based on the per- 
formance, demonstrated capacities, and particular circum- 
stances of a charter school, and may grant renewal with spe- 
cific conditions for necessary improvements to a charter 
school. 

(2) No later than six months before the expiration of a 
charter contract, the authorizer must issue a performance 
report and charter contract renewal application guidance to 
the charter school. The performance report must summarize 
the charter school's performance record to date based on the 
data required by the charter contract, and must provide notice 
of any weaknesses or concerns perceived by the authorizer 
concerning the charter school that may, if not timely recti- 
fied, jeopardize its position in seeking renewal. The charter 
school has thirty days to respond to the performance report 
and submit any corrections or clarifications for the report. 

(3) The renewal application guidance must, at a mini- 
mum, provide an opportunity for the charter school to: 

(a) Present additional evidence, beyond the data con- 
tained in the performance report, supporting its case for char- 
ter contract renewal; 

(b) Describe improvements undertaken or planned for 
the school; and 

(c) Detail the school's plans for the next charter contract 
term. 

(4) The renewal application guidance must include or 
refer explicitly to the criteria that will guide the authorizer's 
renewal decisions, and this criteria must be based on the per- 
formance framework set forth in the charter contract. 

(5) In making charter renewal decisions, an authorizer 
must: 

(a) Base its decisions in evidence of the school's perfor- 
mance over the term of the charter contract in accordance 
with the performance framework set forth in the charter con- 
tract; 

(b) Ensure that data used in making renewal decisions 
are available to the school and the public; and 

(c) Provide a public report summarizing the evidence 
basis for its decision. [2016 c 241 § 119. Prior: 2013 c 2 § 
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219 (Initiative Measure No. 1240, approved November 6, 
2012).] 


28A.710.200 Charter contracts—Revocation or 
refusal to renew. (1) An authorizer may revoke a charter 
contract at any time, or may refuse to renew it, if the autho- 
rizer determines that the charter school did any of the follow- 
ing or otherwise failed to comply with the provisions of this 
chapter: 

(a) Committed a material and substantial violation of any 
of the terms, conditions, standards, or procedures required 
under this chapter or the charter contract; 

(b) Failed to meet or make sufficient progress toward the 
performance expectations set forth in the charter contract; 

(c) Failed to meet generally accepted standards of fiscal 
management; or 

(d) Substantially violated any material provision of law 
from which the charter school is not exempt. 

(2) Except as provided otherwise by this subsection (2), 
an authorizer may not renew a charter contract if, at the time 
of the renewal application, the charter school's performance 
falls in the bottom quartile of schools on the Washington 
achievement index developed by the state board of education 
under RCW 28A.657.110. A contract may be renewed with- 
out violating this subsection (2), however, if the charter 
school demonstrates exceptional circumstances that the 
authorizer finds justifiable. 

(3) Each authorizer must develop revocation and nonre- 
newal processes that: 

(a) Provide the charter school board with a timely notifi- 
cation of the prospect of and reasons for revocation or nonre- 
newal; 

(b) Allow the charter school board a reasonable amount 
of time in which to prepare a response; 

(c) Provide the charter school board with an opportunity, 
at a recorded public proceeding held for that purpose, to sub- 
mit documents and give testimony challenging the rationale 
for closure and in support of the continuation of the school; 

(d) Allow the charter school board to be represented by 
counsel and to call witnesses on its behalf; and 

(e) After a reasonable period for deliberation, require a 
final determination to be made and conveyed in writing to the 
charter school board. 

(4) If an authorizer revokes or does not renew a charter 
contract, the authorizer must clearly state in a resolution the 
reasons for the revocation or nonrenewal. 

(5) Within ten days of taking action to renew, not renew, 
or revoke a charter contract, an authorizer must submit a 
report of the action to the charter school and the state board of 
education. The report must include a copy of the authorizer's 
resolution setting forth the action taken, the reasons for the 
decision, and assurances of compliance with the procedural 
requirements established by the authorizer under this section. 
[2016 c 241 § 120. Prior: 2013 c 2 § 220 (Initiative Measure 
No. 1240, approved November 6, 2012).] 


28A.710.210 Charter school termination protocol— 
Dissolution of nonprofit corporation applicant—Transfer 
of charter contract. (1) Before making a decision to not 
renew or to revoke a charter contract, an authorizer must 
develop a charter school termination protocol to ensure 
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timely notification to parents, orderly transition of students 
and student records to new schools, as necessary, and proper 
disposition of public school funds, property, and assets. The 
protocol must specify tasks, timelines, and responsible par- 
ties, including delineating the respective duties of the charter 
school and the authorizer. 

(2) If the nonprofit corporation operator of a charter 
school should dissolve for any reason including, without lim- 
itation, because of the termination of the charter contract, the 
public school funds of the charter school that have been pro- 
vided pursuant to RCW 28A.710.220 must be returned to the 
state or local account from which the public funds originated. 
If the charter school has commingled the funds, the funds 
must be returned in proportion to the proportion of those 
funds received by the charter school from the public accounts 
in the last year preceding the dissolution. The dissolution of a 
nonprofit corporation shall otherwise proceed as provided by 
law. 

(3) A charter contract may not be transferred from one 
authorizer to another or from one charter school to another 
before the expiration of the charter contract term except by 
petition to the state board of education by the charter school 
or its authorizer. The state board of education must review 
such petitions on a case-by-case basis and may grant transfer 
requests in response to special circumstances and evidence 
that such a transfer would serve the best interests of the char- 
ter school's students. [2016 c 241 § 121. Prior: 2013 c 2 § 221 
(Initiative Measure No. 1240, approved November 6, 2012).] 


28A.710.220 Student enrollment reporting—Fund- 
ing—Distribution and reconciling of funding in school's 
first year of operation. (1) Charter schools must report stu- 
dent enrollment in the same manner, and based on the same 
definitions of enrolled students and annual average full-time 
equivalent enrollment, as other public schools. Charter 
schools must comply with applicable reporting requirements 
to receive state or federal funding that is distributed based on 
student characteristics. 

(2) In accordance with appropriations made under RCW 
28A.710.270 and 28A.710.280, the superintendent of public 
instruction shall distribute state funding to charter schools 
according to the schedule established in RCW 28A.510.250. 

(3) Amounts distributed to a charter school under RCW 
28A.710.280 in the school's first year of operation must be 
based on the projections of first-year student enrollment 
established in the charter contract. The office of the superin- 
tendent of public instruction must reconcile the amounts dis- 
tributed in the first year of operation to the amounts that 
would have been distributed based on actual student enroll- 
ment and make adjustments to the charter school's distribu- 
tions over the course of the second year of operation. 

(4) Any moneys received by a charter school from any 
source and remaining in the school's accounts at the end of a 
budget year must remain in the school's accounts for use by 
the school during subsequent budget years. [2016 c 241 § 
122. Prior: 2013 c 2 § 222 (Initiative Measure No. 1240, 
approved November 6, 2012).] 


28A.710.230 Facilities—State funding for common 
school construction. (1) Charter schools are eligible for 
state funding for school construction. However, such appro- 
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priations may not be made from the common school con- 
struction fund. 

(2) If a school district decides to sell or lease the public 
school facility or property pursuant to RCW 28A.335.040 or 
28A.335.120, a charter school located within the boundaries 
of the district has a right of first refusal to purchase or lease at 
fair market value a closed public school facility or property or 
unused portions of a public school facility or property by 
negotiated agreement with mutual consideration. The consid- 
eration may include the provision of educational services by 
the charter school. 

(3) A charter school may negotiate and contract with a 
school district, the governing body of a public college or uni- 
versity, or any other public or private entity for the use of a 
facility for a school building at fair market rent. 

(4) Public libraries, community service organizations, 
museums, performing arts venues, theaters, and public or pri- 
vate colleges and universities may provide space to charter 
schools within their facilities under their preexisting zoning 
and land use designations. [2016 c 241 § 123. Prior: 2013 c 
2 § 223 (Initiative Measure No. 1240, approved November 6, 
2012).] 


28A.710.240 Calculation of certificated instructional 
staff service years. Years of service in a charter school by 
certificated instructional staff shall be included in the years of 
service calculation for purposes of the statewide salary allo- 
cation schedule under RCW 28A.150.410. This section does 
not require a charter school to pay a particular salary to its 
staff while the staff is employed by the charter school. [2016 
c 241 § 124. Prior: 2013 c 2 § 224 (Initiative Measure No. 
1240, approved November 6, 2012).] 


28A.710.250 Annual reports—Recommendation 
regarding additional schools. (1) By March Ist of each 
year beginning in the first year after there have been charter 
schools operating for a full school year, the state board of 
education, in collaboration with the commission, must issue a 
report on the performance of the state's charter schools during 
the preceding school year to the governor, the legislature, and 
the public at large. 

(2) The annual report must be based on the reports sub- 
mitted by each authorizer as well as any additional relevant 
data compiled by the state board of education. The report 
must include a comparison of the performance of charter 
school students with the performance of academically, ethni- 
cally, and economically comparable groups of students in 
other public schools. In addition, the annual report must 
include the state board of education's assessment of the suc- 
cesses, challenges, and areas for improvement in meeting the 
purposes of this chapter, including the board's assessment of 
the sufficiency of funding for charter schools, the efficacy of 
the formula for authorizer funding, and any suggested 
changes in state law or policy necessary to strengthen the 
state's charter schools. 

(3) Together with the issuance of the annual report fol- 
lowing the fifth year after there have been charter schools 
operating for a full school year, the state board of education, 
in collaboration with the commission, shall submit a recom- 
mendation regarding whether or not the legislature should 
authorize the establishment of additional charter public 
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schools. [2020 c 49 § 3; 2016 c 241 § 125. Prior: 2013 c 2 § 
225 (Initiative Measure No. 1240, approved November 6, 
2012).] 


28A.710.260 Charter schools oversight account. The 
charter schools oversight account is hereby created in the 
state treasury. All moneys received by the commission under 
RCW 28A.710.110 must be deposited into the account. Mon- 
eys in the account may be spent only after appropriation. 
Expenditures from the account may be used only for the pur- 
poses of this chapter. [2016 c 241 § 126. Prior: 2014 c 221 § 
911.] 
Effective date—2014 c 221: "This act is necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state gov- 


ernment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect immediately 
[April 4, 2014]." [2014 c 221 § 927.] 


28A.710.270 Appropriations from Washington 
opportunity pathways account. The state legislature shall, 
at each regular session in an odd-numbered year, appropriate 
from the Washington opportunity pathways account for the 
current use of charter public schools amounts as determined 
in accordance with RCW 28A.710.280, and amounts autho- 
rized under RCW 28A.710.230(1), for state support to charter 
schools during the ensuing biennium. [2016 c 241 § 127.] 


28A.710.280 Distribution of funding—Rules. (1) The 
legislature intends that state funding for charter schools be 
distributed equitably with state funding provided for other 
public schools. 

(2) For eligible students enrolled in a charter school 
established and operating in accordance with this chapter, the 
superintendent of public instruction shall transmit to each 
charter school an amount calculated as provided in this sec- 
tion and based on the statewide average salaries set forth in 
RCW 28A.150.410 for certificated instructional staff 
adjusted by the regionalization factor that applies to the 
school district in which the charter school is geographically 
located, including any enrichment to those statutory formulae 
that is specified in the omnibus appropriations act. The 
amount must be the sum of (a) and (b) of this subsection. 

(a) The superintendent shall, for purposes of making dis- 
tributions under this section, separately calculate and distrib- 
ute to charter schools moneys appropriated for general appor- 
tionment under the same ratios as in RCW 28A.150.260. 

(b) The superintendent also shall, for purposes of making 
distributions under this section, and in accordance with the 
applicable formulae for categorical programs specified in 
(b)(i) through (v) of this subsection (2) and any enrichment to 
those statutory formulae that is specified in the omnibus 
appropriations act, separately calculate and distribute moneys 
appropriated by the legislature to charter schools for: 

(i) Supplemental instruction and services for under- 
achieving students through the learning assistance program 
under RCW 28A.165.005 through 28A. 165.065; 

(ii) Supplemental instruction and services for eligible 
and enrolled students and exited students whose primary lan- 
guage is other than English through the transitional bilingual 
instruction program under RCW 28A.180.010 through 
28A. 180.080; 
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(iii) The opportunity for an appropriate education at pub- 
lic expense as defined by RCW 28A.155.020 for all eligible 
students with disabilities as defined in RCW 28A.155.020; 

(iv) Programs for highly capable students under RCW 
28A.185.010 through 28A.185.030; and 

(v) Pupil transportation services to and from school in 
accordance with RCW 28A.160.150 through 28A.160.180. 
Distributions for pupil transportation must be calculated on a 
per eligible student basis based on the allocation for the pre- 
vious school year to the school district in which the charter 
school is located. 

(3) The superintendent of public instruction must adopt 
rules necessary for the distribution of funding required by 
this section and to comply with federal reporting require- 
ments. [2018 c 266 § 403; 2016 c 241 § 128.] 


28A.710.290 Personal financial affairs statements— 
Commission members—Charter school board members. 
(1) Members of the commission must file personal financial 
affairs statements with the public disclosure commission. 

(2) Members of a charter school board must file personal 
financial affairs statements with the public disclosure com- 
mission. [2016 c 241 § 130.] 


28A.710.300 Interschool athletic activities—W ash- 
ington interscholastic activities association rules. (1) The 
eligibility of a charter school student to participate in inter- 
school athletic activities or other interschool extracurricular 
activities governed by the Washington interscholastic activi- 
ties association is subject to rules adopted by the Washington 
interscholastic activities association. 

(2) A proposal by a charter school to regulate the con- 
duct of interschool athletic activities or other interschool 
extracurricular activities governed by the Washington inter- 
scholastic activities association is subject to rules adopted by 
the Washington interscholastic activities association. 

(3) The charter school is responsible for the full cost, 
minus any student participation fee, for any student who par- 
ticipates in interschool athletic activities or other interschool 
extracurricular activities governed by the Washington inter- 
scholastic activities association. [2017 c 60 § 1; 2016 c 241 
§ 129.] 


28A.710.310 Notifications—Appeals. The administra- 
tor of a charter public school governed by this chapter must 
comply with the notification provisions of RCW 
28A.320.163 that apply to superintendents, designees of 
superintendents, and principals. [2020 c 167 § 3.] 


28A.710.350 School employees' benefits board— 
Insurance benefits. (1) A function of the school employees' 
benefits board established under RCW 41.05.740 is to design 
and approve insurance benefit plans and to establish eligibil- 
ity criteria for participation in insurance benefit plans by Jan- 
uary 1, 2020. In order for the school employees' benefits 
board to develop these benefit plans, charter school employ- 
ees' information must be provided to the school employees' 
benefits board and the health care authority. 

(2) Charter schools and their benefit providers must sub- 
mit data to the health care authority in accordance with RCW 
41.05.075(3). 
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(3) Any benefit provider offering a benefit plan by con- 
tract or agreement with a charter school must make available 
to the charter school the benefit plan descriptions and, where 
available, the demographic information on plan subscribers 
that the charter school and benefit providers are required to 
report to the health care authority under this section. 

(4) Each charter school must: 

(a) Carry out all actions required by the school employ- 
ees' benefits board and the health care authority under chapter 
41.05 RCW including, but not limited to, those actions neces- 
sary for the operation of benefit plans, education of employ- 
ees, claims administration, and appeals process; and 

(b) Report all data relating to employees eligible to par- 
ticipate in benefits or plans administered by the school 
employees' benefits board and the health care authority in a 
format designed and communicated by the school employees' 
benefits board and the health care authority. [2018 c 260 § 
24.] 


28A.710.901 Effective date—2016 c 241. This act is 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, 
health, or safety, or support of the state government and its 
existing public institutions, and takes effect immediately 
[April 3, 2016]. [2016 c 241 § 302.] 


Chapter 28A.715 RCW 


STATE-TRIBAL EDUCATION COMPACTS 
AUTHORITY 


Sections 


28A.715.005 Findings—Intent—Purpose. 

28A.715.010 Authority to enter into compacts—Process—Rules—Retire- 
ment systems. 

28A.715.020 Operation of schools. 

28A.715.030 Tuition—Fees—Admission—Enrollment priorities. 

28A.715.040 Student enrollment reporting—Funding apportionment and 
allocations—Retention of moneys in accounts. 

28A.715.800 Modifications to school requirements—Pilot project. 

28A.715.810 Modifications to school requirements—Pilot project— 
Exemptions. 


28A.715.005 Findings—Intent—Purpose. (1) The 
legislature finds that: 

(a) American Indian and Alaska Native students make up 
2.5 percent of the total student population in the state and 
twenty-five percent or more of the student population in fifty- 
seven schools across the state. 

(b) American Indian students in Washington have the 
highest annual dropout rate at 9.5 percent, compared to 4.6 
percent of all students in each of grades nine through twelve. 
Of the students expected to graduate in 2010 because they 
entered the ninth grade in 2006, the American Indian on-time 
graduation rate was only fifty-eight percent, compared to 
76.5 percent of all students. 

(c) The teaching of American Indian language, culture, 
and history are [is] important to American Indian people and 
critical to the educational attainment and achievement of 
American Indian children. 

(d) The state-tribal education compacts authorized under 
this chapter reaffirm the state's important commitment to 
government-to-government relationships with the tribes that 
has been recognized by proclamation, and in the centennial 
accord and the millennium agreement. These state-tribal edu- 
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cation compacts build upon the efforts highlighted by the 
office of the superintendent of public instruction in its 2012 
Centennial Accord Agency Highlights, including: The Since 
Time Immemorial (STI): Tribal Sovereignty in Washington 
State Curriculum Project that imbeds the history surrounding 
sovereignty and intergovernmental responsibilities into this 
state's classrooms; the agency's regular meetings with the 
superintendents of the seven current tribal schools, as well as 
the federal bureau of Indian education representatives at the 
regional and national level on issues relating to student aca- 
demic achievement, accessing of funding for tribal schools, 
and connecting tribal schools to the K-20 network; and the 
recent establishment, in statute, of the office of native educa- 
tion within the office of the superintendent of public instruc- 
tion. 

(e) School funding should honor tribal sovereignty and 
reflect the government-to-government relationship between 
the state and the tribes, however the current structure that 
requires negotiation of an interlocal agreement between a 
school district and a tribal school ignores tribal sovereignty 
and results in a siphoning of funds for administration that 
could be better used for teaching and learning. 

(2) The legislature further finds that: 

(a) There is a preparation gap among entering kinder- 
gartners with many children, especially those from low- 
income homes, arriving at kindergarten without the knowl- 
edge, skills, and good health necessary to succeed in school; 

(b) Upon entry into the K-12 school system, the educa- 
tional opportunity gap becomes more evident, with children 
of color and from low-income homes having lower scores on 
math, reading, and writing standardized tests, as well as 
lower graduation rates and higher rates of dropping out of 
school; and 

(c) Comprehensive, culturally competent early learning 
and greater collaboration between the early learning and K- 
12 school systems will ensure appropriate connections and 
smoother transitions for children, and help eliminate or 
bridge gaps that might otherwise develop. 

(3) In light of these findings, it is the intent and purpose 
of the legislature to authorize the superintendent of public 
instruction to enter into state-tribal education compacts. 
[2013 c 242 § 1.] 


28A.715.010 Authority to enter into compacts—Pro- 
cess—Rules—Retirement systems. (1) The superintendent 
of public instruction is authorized to enter into state-tribal 
education compacts. 

(2) No later than six months after July 28, 2013, the 
superintendent of public instruction shall establish an appli- 
cation and approval process, procedures, and timelines for 
the negotiation, approval or disapproval, and execution of 
state-tribal education compacts. 

(3) The process may be initiated by submission, to the 
superintendent of public instruction, of a resolution by: 

(a) The governing body of a tribe in the state of Wash- 
ington; or 

(b) The governing body of any of the schools in Wash- 
ington that are currently funded by the federal bureau of 
Indian affairs, whether directly or through a contract or com- 
pact with an Indian tribe or a tribal consortium. 
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(4) The resolution must be accompanied by an applica- 
tion that indicates the grade or grades from kindergarten 
through twelve that will be offered and that demonstrates that 
the school will be operated in compliance with all applicable 
laws, the rules adopted thereunder, and the terms and condi- 
tions set forth in the application. 

(5) Within ninety days of receipt of a resolution and 
application under this section, the superintendent must con- 
vene a government-to-government meeting for the purpose of 
considering the resolution and application and initiating 
negotiations. 

(6) State-tribal education compacts must include provi- 
sions regarding: 

(a) Compliance; 

(b) Notices of violation; 

(c) Dispute resolution, which may include nonjudicial 
processes such as mediation; 

(d) Recordkeeping and auditing; 

(e) The delineation of the respective roles and responsi- 
bilities; 

(f) The term or length of the contract, and whether or not 
it is renewable; and 

(g) Provisions for compact termination. 

(7) If a tribal school chooses to participate in the teach- 
ers' retirement system, the school employees' retirement sys- 
tem, or both, the state-tribal education compact must also 
include the following: 

(a) Acknowledgment by the tribal school that it affirma- 
tively chooses to participate in the teachers' retirement sys- 
tem, the school employees' retirement system, or both; 

(b) Evidence that the person or persons who sign the 
compact on behalf of a tribe, dependent Indian community, 
or subdivision thereof have authority under tribal or commu- 
nity law to bind the tribe or dependent Indian community to 
all provisions in the compact, including any waiver of sover- 
eign immunity; 

(c) If the tribal school chooses to participate in the teach- 
ers' retirement system: 

(i) Agreement by the tribal school that it meets the defi- 
nition of an employer as defined in chapter 41.32 RCW; 

(ii) Agreement by the tribal school to adhere to all 
reporting, contribution, and auditing requirements as defined 
in chapter 41.32 RCW, and all rules adopted under authority 
of RCW 41.50.050(5); 

(iii) Agreement between the superintendent of public 
instruction and the tribal school that for the duration of the 
compact the school will be a public school for the purposes of 
retirement plan membership as defined in chapter 41.32 
RCW; and 

(iv) Agreement by the tribal school that, at the request of 
the superintendent of public instruction, the tribal school will 
make available to the superintendent any records the tribal 
school has provided to the department of retirement systems 
as required under the reporting, contribution, and auditing 
requirements defined in chapter 41.32 RCW, and rules imple- 
menting that chapter; 

(d) If the tribal school chooses to participate in the 
school employees' retirement system: 

(i) Agreement by the tribal school that it meets the defi- 
nition of an employer as defined in chapter 41.35 RCW; 
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(ii) Agreement by the tribal school to adhere to all 
reporting, contribution, and auditing requirements as defined 
in chapter 41.35 RCW, and all rules adopted under authority 
of RCW 41.50.050(5); and 


(iii) Agreement by the tribal school that, at the request of 
the superintendent of public instruction, the tribal school will 
make available to the superintendent any records the tribal 
school has provided to the department of retirement systems 
as required under the reporting, contribution, and auditing 
requirements defined in chapter 41.35 RCW, and rules imple- 
menting that chapter; 


(e) Agreement by the tribe or, if applicable, the depen- 
dent Indian community, to a limited waiver of sovereign 
immunity and consent to the jurisdiction of the Washington 
state courts for the purpose of enforcing the reporting, contri- 
bution, and auditing requirements defined in chapters 41.32 
and 41.35 RCW and all rules adopted under authority of 
RCW 41.50.050(5); 


(f) Agreement by the tribal school to dissolution proce- 
dures memorialized in the state-tribal education compact so 
that all parties are aware of their expectations and duties if the 
compact terminates or the tribal school chooses to no longer 
participate in the state retirement systems at a future date; 


(g) Acknowledgment by the tribal school that it has been 
advised that choosing to no longer participate in the retire- 
ment systems may result in federal tax implications for the 
governing body and its employees that are outside the control 
of the state of Washington, the department of retirement sys- 
tems, and the superintendent of public instruction, and that 
the tribal school is encouraged to seek counsel before agree- 
ing to any dissolution procedures in the compact; and 


(h) Acknowledgment by both parties that the pension 
plan participation portions of the state-tribal education com- 
pact are null and void if the federal internal revenue service 
issues guidance stating that any portion of those sections are 
in conflict with the plan qualification requirements for gov- 
ernmental plans in section 401(a) of the internal revenue 
code, and the conflict cannot be resolved through administra- 
tive action, statutory change, or amendment to the state-tribal 
education compact. 


(8) For tribal schools that opt out of pension plan partic- 
ipation, such schools' employees shall have no right to earn 
additional service credit in the plan. 


(9) The superintendent of public instruction shall adopt 
such rules as are necessary to implement this chapter. 


(10) "Tribal school" for the purposes of this section 
means any school qualified to participate in a state-tribal edu- 
cation compact under this section. [2018 c 257 § 1; 2013 c 
242 § 2.] 


Contingency—Conflict with federal law—2018 c 257: "The depart- 
ment of retirement systems shall make reasonable efforts to seek guidance, if 
available, from the federal internal revenue service to ensure this act does not 
jeopardize qualification of the state retirement plans under section 401(a) of 
the internal revenue code. If the federal internal revenue service issues guid- 
ance stating that this act is in conflict with the plan qualification require- 
ments for governmental plans in section 401(a) of the internal revenue code, 
and the conflict cannot be resolved through administrative action or statutory 
change, then this act is null and void." [2018 c 257 § 4.] 
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28A.715.020 Operation of schools. (1) A school that is 
the subject of a state-tribal education compact must operate 
according to the terms of its compact executed in accordance 
with RCW 28A.715.010. 

(2) Schools that are the subjects of state-tribal education 
compacts are exempt from all state statutes and rules applica- 
ble to school districts and school district boards of directors, 
except those statutes and rules made applicable under this 
chapter and in the state-tribal education compact executed 
under RCW 28A.715.010. 

(3) Each school that is the subject of a state-tribal educa- 
tion compact must: 

(a) Provide a curriculum and conduct an educational pro- 
gram that satisfies the requirements of RCW 28A.150.200 
through 28A.150.240 and 28A.230.010 through 
28A.230.195; 

(b) Employ certificated instructional staff as required in 
RCW 28A.410.010, however such schools may hire noncer- 
tificated instructional staff of unusual competence and in 
exceptional cases as specified in RCW 28A.150.203(7); 

(c) Comply with the employee record check require- 
ments in RCW 28A.400.303 and the mandatory termination 
and notification provisions of RCW 28A.400.320, 
28A.400.330, 28A.405.470, and 28A.405.475; 

(d) Comply with nondiscrimination laws; 

(e) Adhere to generally accepted accounting principles 
and be subject to financial examinations and audits as deter- 
mined by the state auditor, including annual audits for legal 
and fiscal compliance; and 

(f) Be subject to and comply with legislation enacted 
after July 28, 2013, governing the operation and management 
of schools that are the subject of a state-tribal education com- 
pact. 

(4) No such school may engage in any sectarian practices 
in its educational program, admissions or employment poli- 
cies, or operations. 

(5) Nothing in this chapter may limit or restrict any 
enrollment or school choice options otherwise available 
under Title 28A RCW. [2013 c 242 § 3.] 


28A.715.030 Tuition—Fees—Admission—Enroll- 
ment priorities. (1) A school that is the subject of a state- 
tribal education compact may not charge tuition except to the 
same extent as school districts may be permitted to do so with 
respect to out-of-state and adult students pursuant to chapter 
28A.225 RCW, but may charge fees for participation in 
optional extracurricular events and activities. 

(2) Such schools may not limit admission on any basis 
other than age group, grade level, or capacity and must other- 
wise enroll all students who apply. 

(3) If capacity is insufficient to enroll all students who 
apply, a school that is the subject of a state-tribal education 
compact may prioritize the enrollment of tribal members and 
siblings of already enrolled students. [2013 c 242 § 4.] 


28A.715.040 Student enrollment reporting—Fund- 
ing apportionment and allocations—Retention of moneys 
in accounts. (1) A school that is the subject of a state-tribal 
education compact must report student enrollment. Reporting 
must be done in the same manner and use the same defini- 
tions of enrolled students and annual average full-time equiv- 
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alent enrollment as is required of school districts. The report- 
ing requirements in this subsection are required for a school 
to receive state or federal funding that is allocated based on 
student characteristics. 

(2) Funding for a school that is the subject of a state- 
tribal education compact shall be apportioned by the superin- 
tendent of public instruction according to the schedule estab- 
lished under RCW 28A.510.250, including general appor- 
tionment, special education, categorical, and other nonbasic 
education moneys. Allocations for certificated instructional 
staff must be based on the statewide average salary set forth 
in RCW 28A.150.410, adjusted by the regionalization factor 
that applies to the school district in which the school is 
located. Allocations for classified staff and certificated 
administrative staff must be based on the salary allocations of 
the school district in which the school is located as set forth 
in RCW 28A.150.410, adjusted by the regionalization factor 
that applies to the school district in which the school is 
located. Nothing in this section requires a school that is the 
subject of a state-tribal education compact to use the state- 
wide salary allocation schedule. Such a school is eligible to 
apply for state grants on the same basis as a school district. 

(3) Any moneys received by a school that is the subject 
of a state-tribal education compact from any source that 
remain in the school's accounts at the end of any budget year 
must remain in the school's accounts for use by the school 
during subsequent budget years. [2018 c 266 § 404; 2013 c 
242 § 5.] 


28A.715.800 Modifications to school requirements— 
Pilot project. (Expires September 1, 2023.) (1) The office 
of the superintendent of public instruction shall establish a 
pilot project for one or more schools that are the subject of a 
state-tribal education compact, schools also known as "tribal 
compact schools," to implement modifications to require- 
ments governing school attendance, school year length, and 
assessments. Tribal compact schools that apply to the office 
of the superintendent of public instruction to participate in 
the pilot project must be included in the pilot project. 

(2) The purpose of the pilot project is to grant participat- 
ing schools flexibility regarding: 

(a) Accommodating cultural, fisheries, and agricultural 
events and practices; and 

(b) Replacing, to the maximum extent permitted by state 
and federal law, statewide student assessments with locally 
developed assessments that are culturally relevant, based on 
community standards, and aligned with the Washington state 
learning standards. 

(3) Schools participating in the pilot project may: 

(a) Request a waiver, in accordance with RCW 
28A.300.109, to the requirement for a one hundred eighty- 
day school year established in RCW 28A.150.220. The 
waiver requested in accordance with this subsection (3)(a) 
may be for allowing additional instructional days, including 
an allowance for year-round instruction; 

(b) Develop curricula that links student learning with 
engagement in cultural, fisheries, and agricultural programs, 
and aligns with the Washington state learning standards; 

(c) Request authorization to consider student participa- 
tion in cultural, fisheries, or agricultural programs as instruc- 
tional days for the purposes of RCW 28A.150.220(5); 
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(d) Replace, to the maximum extent permitted by state 
and federal law, statewide student assessments with locally 
developed assessments that are culturally relevant, based on 
community standards, and aligned with the Washington state 
learning standards; and 

(e) Consider and implement, to the maximum extent per- 
mitted by state and federal law, other modifications to 
requirements as determined by each participating school. 

(4) The office of native education within the office of the 
superintendent of public instruction must collaborate with 
each tribal compact school participating in the pilot project, 
including providing technical support and assistance, and 
review any terms of the compact that relate to the school's 
implementation of the pilot project. 

(5) The office of the superintendent of public instruction, 
in establishing the pilot project required by this section, shall 
explore and pursue options for granting flexibility to partici- 
pating schools from state and federal requirements, including 
requirements related to assessments, to further the purpose of 
the pilot project as expressed in subsection (2) of this section. 

(6) If requested by a tribal compact school participating 
or intending to participate in the pilot project, the superinten- 
dent of public instruction shall convene a government-to- 
government meeting with the tribal compact school for the 
purpose of revising the compact to reflect the terms of the 
pilot project. The superintendent of public instruction may 
also convene a government-to-government meeting on his or 
her own accord. 

(7) Nothing contained in this section is intended or may 
be construed to limit the amount of funding allocated to tribal 
compact schools participating in the pilot project. 

(8)(a) Each tribal compact school participating in the 
pilot project shall submit a report every two years to the 
appropriate committees of the house of representatives and 
senate and the office of the superintendent of public instruc- 
tion, with the first report submitted no later than August 1, 
2021. 

(b) Reports submitted in accordance with this subsection 
(8) must include: 

(i) Information about student performance on assess- 
ments required for state and federal accountability purposes 
and locally developed assessments under subsection (3)(d) of 
this section, including differences in student performance 
between the statewide and locally developed assessments; 
and 

(ii) Recommendations for lessening or removing barriers 
that may affect either student performance on assessments, 
the effective administration of assessments, or both. 

(c) The final report of each participating school must 
include a recommendation of whether the pilot project should 
be modified, continued, expanded, or discontinued. 

(d) Reports submitted to the house of representatives and 
the senate in accordance with this subsection (8) must com- 
ply with RCW 43.01.036. 

(9) The pilot project expires August 1, 2023. 

(10) This section expires September 1, 2023. [2018 c 
290 § 1.] 

Conflict with federal requirements—2018 c 290: "If any part of this 
act is found to be in conflict with federal requirements that are a prescribed 


condition to the allocation of federal funds to the state, the conflicting part of 
this act is inoperative solely to the extent of the conflict and with respect to 
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the agencies directly affected, and this finding does not affect the operation 
of the remainder of this act in its application to the agencies concerned. Rules 
adopted under this act must meet federal requirements that are a necessary 
condition to the receipt of federal funds by the state." [2018 c 290 § 4.] 


28A.715.810 Modifications to school requirements— 
Pilot project—Exemptions. (Expires September 1, 2023.) 
(1) Students in a school that is the subject of a state-tribal 
education compact and that is participating in the pilot proj- 
ect established in RCW 28A.715.800 are exempt from the 
obligation to earn: 

(a) A certificate of academic achievement as a prerequi- 
site for graduating from a public high school under RCW 
28A.230.090 and 28A.655.061; or 

(b) A certificate of individual achievement as a prerequi- 
site for graduating from a public high school under RCW 
28A.155.045 and 28A.230.090. 

(2) Ifa student attends a school that is participating in the 
pilot project established in RCW 28A.715.800, the statewide 
high school assessments in English language arts and mathe- 
matics that are administered under RCW 28A.655.070 may 
not be used: 

(a) To determine whether the student has met the 
requirements for graduating from a public high school; or 

(b) For assessing the student's career and college readi- 
ness. 

(3) Schools participating in the pilot project established 
in RCW 28A.715.800 are exempt from the provisions in 
RCW 28A.230.125 that require standardized high school 
transcripts to include a notation of whether the student has 
earned a certificate of individual achievement or certificate of 
academic achievement. 

(4) This section expires September 1, 2023. [2018 c 290 
§ 3.] 

Conflict with federal requirements—2018 c 290: See note following 
RCW 28A.715.800. 


Chapter 28A.900 RCW 
CONSTRUCTION 


Sections 


28A.900.010 Repeals and savings. 

28A.900.030 Continuation of existing law. 

28A.900.040 Provisions to be construed in pari materia. 
28A.900.050 Title, chapter, section headings not part of law. 
28A.900.060 Invalidity of part of title not to affect remainder. 
28A.900.070 "This code" defined. 

28A.900.080 Effective date—1969 ex.s. c 223. 
28A.900.100 Purpose—1990 c 33. 

28A.900.101 Statutory references—1990 c 33. 

28A.900.102 Severability—1990 c 33. 

28A.900.105 Effect of repeal—1995 c 335. 


28A.900.010 Repeals and savings. See 1969 ex.s. c 
223 s 28A.98.010. Formerly RCW 28A.98.010. 


28A.900.030 Continuation of existing law. The provi- 
sions of this title, Title 283A RCW, insofar as they are sub- 
stantially the same as statutory provisions repealed by this 
chapter, and relating to the same subject matter, shall be con- 
strued as restatements and continuations, and not as new 
enactments. Nothing in this 1969 code revision of Title 28 
RCW shall be construed as authorizing any new bond issues 
or new or additional appropriations of moneys but the bond 


[Title 28A —page 432] 


Title 283A RCW: Common School Provisions 


issue authorizations herein contained shall be construed only 
as continuations of bond issues authorized by prior laws 
herein repealed and reenacted, and the appropriations of 
moneys herein contained are continued herein for historical 
purposes only and this 1969 act shall not be construed as a 
reappropriation thereof and no appropriation contained 
herein shall be deemed to be extended or revived hereby and 
such appropriation shall lapse or shall have lapsed in accor- 
dance with the original enactment: PROVIDED, That this 
1969 act shall not operate to terminate, extend or otherwise 
affect any appropriation for the biennium commencing July 
1, 1967, and ending June 30, 1969. [1969 ex.s. c 223 § 
28A.98.030. Formerly RCW 28A.98.030.] 


28A.900.040 Provisions to be construed in pari mate- 
ria. The provisions of this title, Title 28A RCW, shall be 
construed in pari materia even though as a matter of prior leg- 
islative history they were not originally enacted in the same 
statute. The provisions of this title shall also be construed in 
pari materia with the provisions of Title 28B RCW, and with 
other laws relating to education. This section shall not oper- 
ate retroactively. [1969 ex.s. c 223 § 28A.98.040. Formerly 
RCW 28A.98.040.] 


28A.900.050 Title, chapter, section headings not part 
of law. Title headings, chapter headings, and section or sub- 
section headings, as used in this title, Title 283A RCW, do not 
constitute any part of the law. [1969 ex.s. c 223 § 
28A.98.050. Formerly RCW 28A.98.050.] 


28A.900.060 Invalidity of part of title not to affect 
remainder. If any provision of this title, Title 28A RCW, or 
its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, 
the remainder of the title, or the application of the provision 
to other persons or circumstances is not affected. [1969 ex.s. 
c 223 § 28A.98.060. Formerly RCW 28A.98.060.] 


28A.900.070 "This code" defined. As used in this 
title, Title 28A RCW, "this code" means Titles 28A and 28B 
RCW. [1969 ex.s. c 223 § 28A.98.070. Formerly RCW 
28A.98.070.] 


28A.900.080 Effective date—1969 ex.s. c 223. Title 
28A RCW shall be effective July 1, 1970. [1969 ex.s. c 223 
§ 28A.98.080. Formerly RCW 28A.98.080.] 


28A.900.100 Purpose—1990 c 33. (1) The purpose of 
chapter 33, Laws of 1990 is to reorganize Title 283A RCW. 
There are three goals to this reorganization: (a) To place 
related sections in chapters organized by subject matter; (b) 
to make all terms gender neutral; and (c) to clarify existing 
language. Chapter 33, Laws of 1990 is technical in nature and 
is not intended to make substantive changes in the meaning, 
interpretation, court construction, or constitutionality of any 
provision of Title 28A RCW or other statutory provisions 
included in chapter 33, Laws of 1990 and rules adopted under 
those provisions. 

(2) Chapter 33, Laws of 1990 shall not have the effect of 
terminating or in any way modifying any proceedings or lia- 
bility, civil or criminal, which exists on June 7, 1990. [1990 
c 33 § 1] 
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28A.900.101 Statutory references—1990 c 33. (1) 
The code reviser shall correct all statutory references to code 
sections recodified by *section 4 of this act. 

(2)(a) References to "RCW 28A.47.732 through 
28A.47.748" in Title 28A RCW have intentionally not been 
changed since those code sections were repealed by chapter 
189, Laws of 1983. These references are not being eliminated 
because it is not the purpose of this act to correct obsolete ref- 
erences. 

(b) References to "RCW 28A.58.095" in Title 28A RCW 
have intentionally not been changed since that code section 
was repealed by chapter 2, Laws of 1987 Ist ex. sess. These 
references are not being eliminated because it is not the pur- 
pose of this act to correct obsolete references. [1990 c 33 § 
2.] 

*Reviser's note: Section 4 of this act is an uncodified section that 
recodifies sections in Title 28A RCW. 


28A.900.102 Severability—1990 c 33. If any provision 
of this act or its application to any person or circumstance is 
held invalid, the remainder of the act or the application of the 
provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected. 
[1990 c 33 § 603.] 


28A.900.105 Effect of repeal—1995 c 335. The repeal 
of any programs that are not funded as of July 23, 1995, is not 
intended to comment on the value of the services provided by 
the programs. The repeal of statutes in chapter 335, Laws of 
1995 does not affect the general authority of school districts 
to provide services to accomplish the purposes of these pro- 
grams. The deletion or repeal of language that permitted 
school districts to carry out specific activities that would be 
within their general authority is not intended to affect the 
general authority of school districts to continue to carry out 
those activities. [1995 c 335 § 801.] 


Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov 
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